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You are free to take stage photos
during the curtain calls at the end of the performance.

You can take photos with your smartphone or compact digital camera.
When you share the photos on social media, please add #nhkso.
Be careful to avoid accidentally including any audience members in your photos.
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Auto cedfias Off

Set your device to

“flash off mode.”
Make sure that your smartphone is on
“flash off mode” before taking photos.
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: Please wait until the performance has completed
before clapping hands or shouting “Bravo.”
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Please kindly keep in mind the following:

BDEPIIHEFER. N EEROARBIE

BT 7 —LF BT HEYIEESN TEELEE

Be sure to set your phone to silent mode and turn off Please refrain from entering or leaving your seat
2N your watch alarm etc. during the performance. during the performance.
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Please refrain from making any noise, such as engaging
in private conversations or turning booklet pages.

Your proper hand disinfection
and cough etiquette are highly appreciated.

KESFREBOLVLNFERVHELENTEILE BATORE. #F. FEBZIZECHBHYOAELET
DEEHICTHBELBTHRIEEPOHLEEN (BRBEDH—F T NEDZL)

Do not disturb others by overly swaying your body. Video or audio recordings, and still photography at the
4 v vingy! v auditorium are strictly prohibited during the performance.
(Except at the time of the curtain calls at the end of the concert.)
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Please refrain from visiting the concert hall Please make sure

if you have a fever or feel unwell. that your hearing aids are properly fitted.
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NHKSO Singapore Concert to Commemorate the 60th Anniversary of Singapore-Japan Diplomatic Relations
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Berlioz: Les nuits d'été, songs Op. 7 (Summer Nights)

55 (R5%) OF7 4 74)1-I—7 I | Text: Théophile Gautier

B O-—TI FEEOER ]2
SROMREF | Translation: Natsuko Jimbo

Villanelle

Quand viendra, la saison nouvelle,
Quand auront disparu les froids,
Tous les deux nous irons, ma belle,
Pour cueillir le muguet aux bois,
Sous nos pieds égrenant les perles
Que I’'on voit au matin trembler,
Nous irons écouter les merles
Siffler.

Le printemps est venu, ma belle;
C’est le mois des amants béni;

Et I’oiseau, satinant son aile,

Dit des vers au rebord du nid.

Oh! viens donc sur ce banc de mousse
Pour parler de nos beaux amours,

Et dis-moi de ta voix si douce:
Toujours!

Loin, bien loin égarant nos courses,
Faisons fuir le lapin caché,

Et le daim, au miroir des sources
Admirant son grand bois penché!

Puis chez nous, tout heureux, tout aises,
En paniers enlagant nos doigts,
Revenons, rapportant des fraises

Des bois!
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Le Spectre de la rose

Souléve ta paupicere close
Qu’effleure un songe virginal!

Je suis, le spectre d’une rose
Que tu portais hier au bal.

Tu me pris encore emperlée
Des pleurs d’argent de I’arrosoir,
Et, parmi la féte étoilée,

Tu me promenas tout le soir.

O toi qui de ma mort fus cause,
Sans que tu puisses le chasser,
Toutes les nuits, mon spectre rose
A ton chevet viendra danser;
Mais ne crains rien, je ne réclame
Ni messe ni De profundis.

Ce léger parfum est mon ame,

Et y’arrive du paradis.

Mon destin fut digne d’envie,

Et, pour avoir un sort si beau,
Plus d’un aurait donné sa vie;

Car sur ton sein j’ai mon tombeau,
Et sur I’albatre ou je repose

Un poéte avec un baiser

Ecrivit: Ci-git une rose,

Que tous les rois vont jalouser.
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Sur les lagunes

Ma belle amie est morte,

Je pleurerai toujours;

Sous la tombe elle emporte
Mon dme et mes amours.
Dans le ciel, sans m’attendre,
Elle s’en retourna;

[’ange qui I’emmena

Ne voulut pas me prendre.
Que mon sort est amer!
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Ah! sans amour s’en aller sur la mer!

La blanche créature

Est couchée au cercueil;

Comme dans la nature

Tout me parait en deuil!

La colombe oubliée

Pleure et songe a I’absent;

Mon ame pleure et sent

Qu’elle est dépareillée.

Que mon sort est amer!

Ah! sans amour s’en aller sur la mer!

Sur moi la nuit immense

S’étend comme un linceul;

Je chante ma romance

Que le ciel entend seul.

Ah! comme elle était belle,

Et comme je 'amais!

Je n’aimerai jamais

Une femme autant qu’elle.

Que mon sort est amer!

Ah! sans amour s’en aller sur la mer!
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Absence

Reviens, reviens, ma bien-aimée!
Comme une fleur loin du soleil,
La fleur de ma vie est fermée
Loin de ton sourire vermeil.

Entre nos cceurs quelle distance!
Tant d’espace entre nos baisers!
O sort amer! 6 dure absence!

O grands désirs inapaisés!

Reviens, reviens, ma bien-aimée!
Comme une fleur loin du soleil
La fleur de ma vie est fermée
Loin de ton sourire vermeil!
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D’ici la-bas que de campagnes,
Que de villes et de hameaux,
Que de vallons et de montagnes,
A lasser le pied des chevaux!

Reviens, reviens, ma bien-aimée!
Comme une fleur loin du soleil,
La fleur de ma vie est fermée
Loin de ton sourire vermeil!
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Au cimetiere

Connaissez-vous la blanche tombe,
Ou flotte avec un son plaintif
I’ombre d’un if?

Sur I'if une péle colombe,

Triste et seule au soleil couchant,
Chante son chant;

Un air maladivement tendre,

A 1a fois charmant et fatal,

Qui vous fait mal

Et qu’on voudrait toujours entendre;
Un air, comme en soupire aux cieux
I’ange amoureux.

On dirait que ’dme éveillée
Pleure sous terre a I'unisson

De la chanson,

Et du malheur d’étre oubliée

Se plaint dans un roucoulement
Bien doucement.

Sur les ailes de la musique

On sent lentement revenir

Un souvenir.

Une ombre, une forme angélique,
Passe dans un rayon tremblant,
En voile blanc.

Les belles-de-nuit demi-closes.
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Jettent leur parfum faible et doux
Autour de vous,

Et le fantdme aux molles poses
Murmure en vous tendant les bras:
Thu reviendras!

Oh! jamais, plus pres de la tombe,
Je n’irai quand descend le soir,
Au manteau noir,

Ecouter la péle colombe,

Chanter sur la pointe de I’if,

Son chant plaintif.

bLIzZOREY T,
2IHLHCEIFELETVET
ZLTSR Lo RRDMEDS

DRI FRELMRIIIIRDTT,
HoTkwT!ll

B! PITEE HODDMTEIRA,
EL%%@

HRI»HEYSEE,

FHHWIED3,

AFADIRT,

ZOWES D P DX &1,

9202 'INNI'9 B ¥

L’ile inconnue

Dites, la jeune belle,
Ou voulez-vous aller?
La voile enfle son aile,
La brise va souffler.

L’aviron est d’ivoire,

Le pavillon de moire,

Le gouvernail d’or fin;
J’ai pour lest une orange,
Pour voile une aile d’ange,
Pour mousse un séraphin.

Dites, la jeune belle,
Ou voulez-vous aller?
La voile enfle son aile,
La brise va souffler.

Est-ce dans la Baltique?
Dans la mer Pacifique,
Dans l'ile de Java?

Ou bien est-ce en Norvege,
Cueillir la fleur de neige,
Ou la fleur d’Angsoka?

Dites, la jeune belle,
Ou voulez-vous aller?
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Menez-moi, dit la belle,
A 1a rive fidéle,

Ou 'on aime toujours!
— Cette rive, ma chére,
On ne la connait guére,
Au pays des amours.

Ou voulez-vous aller?
La brise va souffler.
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NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Chief Conductor: Fabio Luisi

Music Director Emeritus: Charles Dutoit

Honorary Conductor Laureate: Herbert Blomstedt

Conductor Laureate: Vladimir Ashkenazy

Honorary Conductor: Paavo Jarvi

Permanent Conductors: Tadaaki Otaka, Tatsuya Shimono

First Concertmaster: Sunao Goko, Kota Nagahara

Guest Concertmaster: Yosuke Kawasaki

1st Violins

Shirabe Aoki
Ayumu lizuka
O Kyoko Une
Yuki Oshika
O Ryota Kuratomi
Ko Goto
Tamaki Kobayashi
Toshihiro Takai
Taiga Tojo
Yuki Naoi
Yumiko Nakamura
Takao Furihata
Hiroyuki Matsuda
O Haruhiko Mimata
Nana Miyagawa
O Tsutomu Yamagishi
O Koichi Yokomizo

2nd Violins

© Rintaro Omiya

© Masahiro Morita
Maiko Saito

O Keiko Shimada
Reika Shimizu

O Atsushi Shirai

O Akiko Tanaka
Kirara Tsuboi
Yosuke Niwa
Kazuhiko Hirano
Yoko Funaki
Kenji Matano
Ryuto Murao
Masaya Yazu
Yoshikazu Yamada

O Masamichi Yokoshima
Yuka Yoneda

* Yui Yuhara

Violas

© Ryo Sasaki

© Junichiro Murakami

Y¢ Shotaro Nakamura
Shigetaka Obata
Eri Kuribayashi

[J Gentaro Sakaguchi
Mayumi Taniguchi
Hiroto Tobisawa

O Hironori Nakamura
Naoyuki Matsui
Rachel Yui Mikuni

# Yuya Minorikawa

O Ryo Muramatsu

* Shiori Wada

Cellos

© Rei Tsujimoto

© Ryoichi Fujimori
Hiroya Ichi
Yukinori Kobatake

O Miho Naka

O Ken’ichi Nishiyama
Shunsuke Fujimura
Koichi Fujimori
Hiroshi Miyasaka
Yuki Murai
Yusuke Yabe

O Shunsuke Yamanouchi
Masako Watanabe

Contrabasses

© Shu Yoshida

O Masanori Ichikawa
Eiji Inagawa

O Jun Okamoto
Takashi Konno

O Shinji Nishiyama
Tatsuro Honma
Yoko Yanai

Flutes

© Masayuki Kai

© Hiroaki Kanda
Maho Kajikawa

# Junji Nakamura

Oboes

© Shuhei Nakamura
© Yumi Yoshimura

Tomoki Ando
Kotaro Fujii
Eiji Yamamoto

Trombones

© Hikaru Koga

© Mikio Nitta
Ko Ikegami
Hiroyuki Kurogane

Shoko Ikeda Tuba

Izumi Tsuboike

Hitoshi Wakui Yukihiro Ikeda
Clarinets Timpani

© Kei Ito

© Kenji Matsumoto

* Hiroki Domen
Takashi Yamane

Bassoons

© Hironori Ugajin
© Kazusa Mizutani
Shusuke Ouchi
Yuki Sato
Itaru Morita

© Shoichi Kubo
¥¢ Toru Uematsu

Percussion

Tatsuya Ishikawa
Hidemi Kuroda
Satoshi Takeshima

Harp

Risako Hayakawa

Horns

© Hitoshi Imai
Naoki Ishiyama
Yasushi Katsumata
Hiroshi Kigawa
Yudai Shoji
Kazuko Nomiyama

<> Nobuaki Fukukawa

Trumpets

© Kazuaki Kikumoto
© Tomoyuki Hasegawa

Stage Manager

Masaya Tokunaga

Librarians

Akane OKki
Hideyo Kimura

(© Principal, & Guest Principal, ¥¢ Acting Principal, O Vice Principal, (I Acting Vice Principal, # Inspector, *Intern)
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PROGRAM

NHK Hall

Concert No.2067

June

13(Sat) 6:00pm
14(Sun) 2:00pm

conductor Jaap van Zweden

piano Conrad Tao

concertmaster  Kota Nagahara

Richard Wagner Béla Bartok

Die Meistersinger von
Niirnberg—\Vorspiel (The
Mastersingers of Nuremberg—Prelude)
(9]

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Piano Concerto No. 17 G Major
K. 453 [31']

| Allegro

Il Andante

11 Allegretto

— intermission (20 minutes) —

Concerto for Orchestra [40']

I Introduzione: Andante non troppo -
Allegro vivace

Il Giuoco delle coppie: Allegretto
scherzando

IIl Elegia: Andante non troppo

IV Intermezzo interrotto: Allegretto

V Finale: Pesante - Presto

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles

Jaap van Zweden, conductor

@
=
3

Born in Amsterdam, Jaap van Zweden was appointed at age 19 the
youngest-ever concertmaster of Amsterdam’s Royal Concertgebouw
Orchestra and began his conducting career almost twenty years later.
He is currently Music Director of the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra,
Artist-in-Residence of Taiwan's Evergreen Symphony Orchestra, and
Music Director-Designate of the Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio

France, after serving as Music Director of the New York Philharmonic for six seasons and of the
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Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra for twelve seasons. He remains Conductor Emeritus of the
Antwerp Symphony Orchestra and Honorary Chief Conductor of the Netherlands Radio Phil-
harmonic Orchestra.

He has guest conducted the Orchestre de Paris, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra,
Gewandhausorchester Leipzig, Berliner Philharmoniker, Staatskapelle Berlin, Orchestra dell’Ac-
cademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia, London Symphony Orchestra and others. This season has
seen a deepening of his relationship with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra in Chicago and
on a European tour. His presence as leading light in the Asian classical music scene has been
underscored this season by appearances with orchestras in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou.

His long-awaited NHK Symphony Orchestra debut will enable us to enjoy a program
around Bartdk's Concerto for Orchestra that he conducted in Chicago, New York and at his
debut with the Berliner Philharmoniker. As for the Prelude from Die Meistersinger von Nirn-
berg with which he will open today’s concert, he famously excels as a Wagner conductor.
Indeed, he led the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra in first-ever performances in Hong Kong
of the composer’s Ring Cycle. His acclaimed performances of Lohengrin, Die Meistersinger
von Ndirnberg, and Parsifal — the last of which earned him the prestigious Edison Award for
Best Opera Recording in 2012 — are also available on CD and DVD.

Conrad Tao, piano

Born in 1994, Conrad Tao is an American pianist and composer celebrated
for his boundary-defying artistry as well as his powerful performances of
traditional repertoire. Recipient of the Avery Fisher Career Grant and the

2
o
=
5
b
)
2

Gilmore Young Artist Award, he was extolled by New York Magazine as
“the kind of musician who is shaping the future of classical music,” and by
The New York Times for his “probing intellect and open-hearted vision.”

In the cureent season he performs with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra under Karina
Canellakis, the Los Angeles Philharmonic under Marin Alsop, and the New York Philharmonic
under Santtu-Matias Rouvali; he also joins Matthias Pintscher and the Konzerthausorchester
Berlin for Pintscher’s NUR. Recent highlights include his return to Carnegie Hall with Debussy’s
12 Etudes and his original composition Keyed In, as well as appearances with the Boston Sym-
phony Orchestra, Cleveland Orchestra, Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra, and Philadelphia Orches-
tra. In 2024, he toured Europe with Pintscher and the Kansas City Symphony to mark the 100th
anniversary of Rhapsody in Blue.

As a composer, his orchestral work Everything Must Go premiered with Jaap van Zweden
conducting the New York Philharmonic.

This is his first collaboration with the NHK Symphony Orchestra, alongside van Zweden who
praises his talent and frequently collaborates with him.
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Program Notes

Richard Wagner (1813-1883)
Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg—\Vorspiel
(The Mastersingers of Nuremberg—Prelude)

German Romantic composer Richard Wagner founded Musikdrama (music drama) as
represented by his four-part Der Ring des Nibelungen (The Ring of the Nibelung). In this

operatic genre for which he wrote both libretto and music, the drama and the music are
indissolubly united on an unprecedented level, especially by the scrupulous use of the
numerous leitmotifs (recurrent melodic or/and harmonic elements associated with certain
character, feeling, setting or so).

Premiered in 1868 in Munich, Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg (The Mastersingers of
Nuremberg) is the only comedy among Wagner’s music dramas, although it far exceeds the
genre taking the tradition and innovation of the art as its subject on a heroic scale. It took
two decades for him to complete it since he worked on the first draft of the libretto in 1845.

Mastersingers are German craftsmen from the 15th and 16th centuries who were
also amateur but masterful poet-composer-singers. Set in the mid-16th century and based
in historical facts, the story features Nuremberg’s mastersingers including humane shoe-
maker Hans Sachs (1494-1576), and reaches its climax with their song-creating contest.
Overall the music is diatonic compared to Wagner’s music drama 7#istan und Isolde (1859)
well-known for its chromatic, tonally ambiguous harmony.

The Prelude of Die Meistersinger reveals several important leitmotifs from the music
drama proper. The opening melody in C major is the majestic Motif of the Mastersing-
ers, and soon we hear the brassy and bouncy Motif of the Mastersingers” March from the
scene of their arrival at the contest (Act 3). These motifs will be splendidly restated in a
contrapuntal (polyphonic) way towards the end of this optimistic Prelude.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

Piano Concerto No. 17 G Major K. 453

An independent mind, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart blazed a trail for the new lifestyle of
musicians when he went freelance in 1781 after serving the Salzburg court. During the last
decade of his short life before his death in 1791, he, now based in Vienna, earned his daily
bread by composing, performing concerts, giving private lessons and having his works
published.

Concerto for piano solo was the most important genre for Mozart to shine in the
city’s music scene both as a composer and pianist (since he was a wunderkind, piano was
the instrument he excelled at the most). He wrote in Vienna as many as six numbered
piano concertos (No. 14 K. 449 — No. 19 K. 459) only in 1784 and six more (No. 20
K. 466 — No. 25 K. 503) in 1785-86 to stylistically perfect the Classical piano concerto.
They will be followed sporadically by No. 26 K. 537 Coronation (1788) and No. 27 K. 595
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(1791), his last piece of the genre.

Except for No. 4 K. 41, an arrangement of other composers’ pieces, No. 17 K. 453 is
Mozart’s only numbered piano concerto written in G major. It was composed as a com-
mission from Barbara Ployer (1765-1811), one of his favorite piano-composition pupils.
This teenage talented pianist supposedly first performed it in 1784 at the residence of her
uncle Gottfried Ignaz von Ployer, the Salzburg court’s agent in Vienna.

The most frequently mentioned of this concerto is the last movement. Instead of
being in rondo form as was customary, this finale is written as the theme and its five vari-
ations. Especially, the dim fourth variation and the bright fifth variation make a sharp
contrast, prior to an operatic coda. The cheerful staccato theme, given at the beginning of
the movement, has repeatedly reminded commentators of the musical character of lovable
Papageno the Bird-Catcher from Mozart’s opera Die Zauberflote (The Magic Flute) (1791).
There is an anecdote that one month after composing No. 17, Mozart got a starling which
was able to sing this theme and cherished it for three years.

Béla Bartok (1881-1945)

Concerto for Orchestra

Hungarian composer Béla Barték was also an accomplished pianist and a leading eth-
nomusicologist who collected and analyzed numerous folk melodies mainly of Eastern
Europe. He, although not Jewish, left Europe in 1940 to protest the Nazis. On the east
coast of America, his new home, he ended up becoming terminally ill and enduring the
hardships of poverty. The progressive works he had composed in Europe weren’t in high
favor with the American music world, he couldn’t gain piano performance engagements
sufficiently, and the war prevented him from receiving royalties from Europe. After a battle
with leukemia, he passed away in New York in September 1945.

Despite the difficulties, a handful of his compositions from this period are incredibly
inspiring. Among those who rendered a generous help to Bartok was the American Society
of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP). Although he was not a member, the
ASCAP bore his medical expenses and saw to it that he could recover and compose at
Saranac Lake in New York State and Asheville in North Carolina.

Another figure who offered his help was Serge Koussevitzky, then the Conductor of
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Hearing from Hungarian violinist Joseph Szigeti about
Bartok, Koussevitzky visited the composer in hospital in May 1943 and requested him to
write a new work with an exceptionally large amount of commission fees. Driven by cre-
ative enthusiasm, Bartok composed the Concerto for Orchestra at Saranac Lake at an incon-
ceivable speed. It had the warmly-received world premiere in December 1944 in Boston
with Koussevitzky conducting his orchestra. Attending the event, Bartok found the coda to
be abrupt, which would be his main concern at the revision of the piece in 1945.

In the Concerto for Orchestra, each section of the orchestra plays a soloistic role rather
than focusing on accompanying a single solo instrument, in the tradition of the works of
the same title by Paul Hindemith (1925) and Zoltan Kodaly (1940). Bartok’s takes a sym-
metrical five-movement structure, and according to his program note, the work’s mood
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gradually progresses from the “sternness” of the first movement Introduzione (Intro-
duction) and the “lugubrious death-song” of the central third movement Elegia (Elegy),
to the “life-assertion” of the fifth movement Finale. Opened and closed by a side drum
(without snares), the scherzo-like second movement Giuoco delle coppie (Game of
Pairs) has different pairs of wind instruments perform one after the other as the title sug-
gests. The fourth movement Intermezzo interrotto (Interrupted intermezzo) famously
quotes, during the cynical central “interruption” section, the march theme of “invasion”
from Dmitri Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 7 Leningrad. The symphony had a high pop-
ularity then in the United States following the broadcasted American premiere given by
Arturo Toscanini conducting the NBC Symphony Orchestra in July 1942.

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon Il, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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PROGRAM

Concert No.2066
Suntory Hall

June
4(Thu) 7:00pm
5 (Fri) 7:00pm

conductor Stéphane Denéve

mezzosoprano  (39€lle Arquez

concertmaster Julien Szulman*

@ Julien Szulman: Julien Szulman began playing the violin at the age of 5. In 2006, he obtained his DFS from the Con-
servatoire National Supérieur de Musique et de Danse de Paris (CNSMDP), with unanimous acclaim, and continued his
studies with Jean-Jacques Kantorow and Pierre-Laurent Aimard in the advanced cycle at the CNSMDP. After a Konzer-
texamen at the Hochschule fir Musik Hanns Eisler Berlin in Stephan Picard’s class, he obtained his doctorate in “Re-
search and Practice” from the CNSMDP-Sorbonne Université in 2024. As concertmaster, he has played with numerous
international orchestras, including the London Symphony Orchestra, the Mito Chamber Orchestra, the Orchestre de la
Suisse Romande and the Orchestre de Paris. He is currently a violin professor at the CNSMDP.

Arthur Honegger Jacques Ibert
Pastorale d’été, symphonic poem Escales (Ports of Call) [14']
(Summer Pastoral) [ 8'] | Rome - Palermo
II' Tunis — Nefta
Hector Berlioz lll- Valencia
Les nuits d’été, songs Op. 7
(Summer Nights) [31'] Claude Debussy
| Villanelle La mer, three symphonic sketches
Il Le Spectre de la rose (The Sea) [25']
[l Sur les lagunes | De I'aube & midi sur la mer
IV Absence II' Jeux des vagues
V  Aucimetiére IIl Dialogue du vent et de la mer
VI L'ile inconnue
— intermission (20 minutes) — - All performance durations are approximate.
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Artist Profiles
Stéphane Denéve, conductor

French conductor Stéphane Denéve is Music Director of the St. Louis
Symphony Orchestra, Artistic Director of the New World Symphony
and Principal Guest Conductor of the Netherlands Radio Philharmonic

Orchestra. He previously served as Principal Guest Conductor of The
Philadelphia Orchestra, Chief Conductor of the Brussels Philharmonic,
Chief Conductor of the SWR Symphonieorchester and Music Director of

the Royal Scottish National Orchestra.

A graduate of the Paris Conservatoire, he worked closely in his early career with Sir Georg
Solti, Georges Prétre and Seiji Ozawa.

Recent engagements include appearances with the Berliner Philharmoniker, Sympho-
nieorchester des Bayerischen Rundfunks, Wiener Symphoniker, Royal Concertgebouw Orches-
tra, BBC Symphony Orchestra (BBC Proms), Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra (2020
Nobel Prize concert), Orchestre national de France and the Orchestre philharmonique de Radio
France. He made his Carnegie Hall debut with the Boston Symphony Orchestra, and subse-
quently conducted the annual gala with The Philadelphia Orchestra, John Williams and Yo-Yo
Ma. In 2022, he led the official 90th Birthday Gala for John Williams at the Kennedy Center with
the National Symphony Orchestra. In 2023, he conducted the Saito Kinen Orchestra of the Seiji
Ozawa Matsumoto Festival at Tokyo's Suntory Hall alongside John Williams.

In the field of opera, he has led productions at the Royal Opera House, Opéra national de
Paris, Teatro alla Scala, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Dutch National Opera (including a new produc-
tion of Pelléas et Mélisande with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra for the Holland Festival).

Since his 2015 debut, he has deepened his relationship with the NHK Symphony Orches-
tra. This time, the expert of his homeland'’s music will conduct the French program featuring
Berlioz, Debussy, Honegger and Ibert.

Gaélle Arquez, mezzo soprano

French mezzo-soprano Gaélle Arquez is one of the most prominent
opera stars. After graduating from the Paris Conservatoire, she made her
debut at the Opéra national de Paris in Michael Haneke's production of
Don Giovanni (Zerlina) under the direction of Philippe Jordan. She has
since established herself on the international stage, performing in lead-
ing opera houses including the Metropolitan Opera, Teatro alla Scala,
Royal Opera House Staatsoper Berlin, Theater an der Wien, Wiener Staatsoper and the Opéra

national de Paris.

She has earned international acclaim for the breadth and versatility of her repertoire, with
particular distinction in her signature role of Carmen. In the current season, she made her
debut at the Grand Théatre de Geneve as Isabella in Julien Chavaz' new production of L'/taliana
in Algeri under the baton of Michele Spotti.

Recent concert highlights include Chausson’s Poéme de I'amour et de la mer with
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the Wiener Symphoniker, Ravel's Scheherazade with the Orchestre Philharmonique de
Monte-Carlo, and Iphigénie in Gluck’s Iphigénie en Tauride in a semi-staged production at the
Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg under Thomas Hengelbrock.

At her highly anticipated Japanese debut with the NHK Symphony Orchestra conducted
by her compatriot Stéphane Denéve, she will sing Berlioz’'s French song cycle Les nuits d'été.

Program Notes

Arthur Honegger (1892-1955)

Pastorale d’été, symphonic poem (Summer Pastoral)

Born to Swiss parents in northern France, Arthur Honegger studied music in
German-speaking Zurich, Switzerland, and at the Paris Conservatoire. Together with
Darius Milhaud (1892-1974), Francis Poulenc (1899-1963) and others, young Honegger
formed in 1916 “Les Six (The Six)”, the Parisian avant-garde group worshiping Satie’s
simple language against all sorts of German late-Romantic excess. Nevertheless, Honeg-
ger’s individual taste and style partly due to his dual Swiss-French identity made him
stand out as unique: he professed his admiration for Richard Wagner — an enemy of “Les
Six”— , besides owing a great deal to Richard Strauss and, above all, J. S. Bach.

Honegger is well-known for his large-scale works such as the incidental music Le roz
David (The King David) (1921), modernist Pacific 231 (1923), mystic oratorio Feanne d'Arc
au biicher (Foan of Arc at the Stake)(1935) and the serious Symphony No. 3 Liturgique
(Liturgical) (1946). Smaller-scale and Impressionistic, the symphonic poem Pastorale d’été
(Summer Pastoral) from Honegger’s early years presents us another side to his style. It was
written in the summer of 1920 when the twenty-eight-year-old composer spent his vaca-
tion at the picturesque Alpine village Wengen in Switzerland.

The score is headed with “J’ai embrassé 'aube d’été (I embraced the summer dawn)”,
a quote from French poet Arthur Rimbaud’s poem Aube (Dawn). The music in A—-B-A’
form first gives a bucolic tune on a horn, and the central B section, marked “lively and joy-
ous”, starts with the winds singing a danceable folkish melody.

Hector Berlioz (1803-1869)

Les nuits d’été, songs Op. 7 (Summer Nights)

Born in south-eastern France and trained at the Paris Conservatoire, Hector Berlioz laid
the groundwork for Romanticism in music. For him, music was inseparably linked to the
poetic, the dramatic and the programmatic. His Symphonie fantastique (Fantastic Sym-
phony) (1830) pioneered the symphonic (tone) poem, a Romantic genre that Franz Liszt
(1811-1886) would soon invent. Berlioz’s novel works would also pave a path for the
Musikdrama (music drama) and leitmotifs of Richard Wagner (1813-1883).
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Originally, Berlioz composed Les nuits d’été (Summer Nights) for voice and piano in
1840-1841. This delicate song cycle comprises six settings of poems from the collection
La comédie de la mort (The Comedy of Death) by Théophile Gautier (1811-1872), one of
the French Romantic poets whom the composer deepened a friendship with. Berlioz, the
author of a historical orchestration treatise (1843), orchestrated the fourth song “Absence”
in 1843 for French-Spanish singer Marie Recio (his future second wife) so she could sing
it during his important German tour from December 1842 to May 1843. For publication
as a set, he arranged the remainder for voice and orchestra in 1855-1856.

I Villanelle celebrates the return of spring, “the month blessed by lovers.” Dimmer,
II Le Spectre de la rose (The Specter of the Rose) has a rose’s wraith talk to a maiden
on whose breast he has found his tomb. IIl Sur les lagunes (On the Lagoons) is a
lament by a sailor whose sweetheart is dead. “Over me the immense night spreads out like
a shroud. I sing my romance that heaven alone hears”. IV Absence is about lost love. A
man grieves over the absence of his ex-lover and the distance between their hearts. V Au
cimetiére (At the Cemetery) describes a pale dove, sad and lonely, singing a plaintive
song at sunset at the white tomb. Contrastive, VI L’ile inconnue (The Unknown Isle) is
a friendly barcarole inviting a young beauty to sail: ““Take me, says the beauty, to the faith-
ful shore where love lasts forever!”

Jacques Ibert (1890-1962)
Escales (Ports of Call)

Born in Paris during the Belle Epoque, Jacques Ibert entered the Paris Conservatoire in

1910 where his counterpoint and orchestration teacher André Gedalge (who had trained
Ravel) influenced him greatly. It was in Gedalge’s class that Ibert met Darius Milhaud
(1892-1974) and above-mentioned Arthur Honegger (1892-1955): with Francis Poulenc
(1899-1963) and three other composers, Milhaud and Honegger would soon form “Les
Six (The Six) .” While this forward-thinking circle livened up Paris until the early 1920s,
Ibert was mostly absent from the capital. During the First World War, he went to the front
as a nurse first, before being sent to the French northern coast as a naval officer. Then
immediately after the war, he won the Prix de Rome (a prestigious scholarship) in 1919 to
stay in Rome from 1920 to 1923.

A product of this Italian sojourn, Escales (Ports of Call) (1922) was premiered in Paris
by the Orchestre Lamoureux in 1924 to high praise. Inspired by the composer’s Mediter-
ranean cruise, this vivid orchestral triptych sets sail from Rome for Sicily, first (I Rome —
Palermo): muted violins and a flute commence a Debussyan waterscape, and a trumpet
subsequently announces the lively Italian folk dance “tarantella.” II Tunzs — Nefta repro-
duces an Arabic “desertscape” with the oboe’s snake-charmer-like meandering tune. III
Valencia describes a festive scene of the Iberian port town with the rhythms of the Span-
ish folk dance “seguidilla” as well as castanets and guitar-inspired string effects.
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Claude Debussy (1862-1918)

La mer, three symphonic sketches (The Sea)

By leaving the traditional language in terms of harmony, form and tone color, French
composer Claude Debussy had a great influence on music history in the 20th century. His
La mer (The Sea) is often described as a representative example of Impressionist music,
despite his dislike of the label. As a reaction against excessively emotional music of the late
Romantic period, Impressionism in music is characterized by more objective approaches
and suggestion of atmosphere or feeling.

A great lover of the ocean, Debussy confessed in a letter, “I was destined for the lovely
career of a sailor, and only a quirk of fate led me to another path.” Completed in 1905, La
mer paints a vivid picture of a mighty ocean changing every moment as the subtitle (““Three
Symphonic Sketches”) hints. Nevertheless, this music rises above descriptive, program-
matic music. Indeed, the novelty of the work resides in its rigid but unconventional struc-
ture with cyclic themes (mentioned below) and a minute motivic manipulation, which is
the reason why it is often compared to a modern three-movement symphony.

I De Paube a midi sur la mer (From Dawn to Noon on the Sea) has a har-
monically ambiguous introduction where two cyclic themes (recurrent elements unifying
the whole work) are heard: a sliding-upward motif of two notes repeated by cellos at the
beginning, and a fanfare-like sinuous melody revealed softly by English horn and trum-
pet. The main section in D-flat major becomes animated gradually and reaches its climax
with brilliant brass. II Jeux de vagues (Play of the Waves) is an intricately constructed
yet jolly scherzo, fitful like water in constant change. III Dzalogue du vent et de la mer
(Dialogue of the Wind and the Sea) is a turbulent dialogue of which the main theme, a
chromatically rising motif, is introduced by low strings at the start. In addition, this move-
ment recalls the two cyclic themes in different ways with different instrumentation. The
triptych ends at a high volume, which is unusual for Debussy, with the magnificent coda
animated by the cyclic themes.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 84
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PROGRAM
Concert No.2068

NHK Hall

June

19(Fri) 7:00pm
20(Sat) 2:00pm

conductor Tadaaki Otaka

violin HIM ARI

concertmaster  Kota Nagahara

Jean Sibelius
Andante festivo [5']

Jean Sibelius

Violin Concerto D Minor Op. 47
(35']

| Allegro moderato

Il Adagio di molto

Ill Allegro, ma non tanto

— intermission (20 minutes) —

Sergei Rakhmaninov
Symphony No. 3 A Minor Op. 44
(41']

| Lento - Allegro moderato

Il Adagio ma non troppo - Allegro vivace
Il Allegro

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles

Tadaaki Otaka, conductor

Laureate of the Kioi Hall Chamber Orchestra.

Long esteemed as one of Japan’s finest conductors, Tadaaki Otaka has
been Permanent Conductor of the NHK Symphony Orchestra since
2010. He is currently Music Director of the Osaka Philharmonic Orches-
tra, Laureate Conductor of the Sapporo Symphony Orchestra, Conductor
Laureate of the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra, Honorary Guest Conduc-
tor of the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra and Honorary Conductor

Born as a son of composer and conductor Hisatada Otaka, he studied with Hideo Saito in

Tokyo before honing his skills in Vienna. He made his professional broadcasting debut in 1971

with the NHK Symphony Orchestra with which he toured China in 2012 to commemorate forty
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years of the normalization of diplomatic ties between Japan and China.

A familiar figure on podiums throughout the world, he is particularly known in the
UK with a distinguished tenure as Principal Conductor of the BBC National Orchestra of
Wales from 1987 to 1995. After making his Proms debut in 1988, he was awarded the CBE
in 1997 and became the first Japanese ever to receive the prestigious Elgar Medal from
the Elgar Society in 2000. He has received invitations to the London Symphony Orchestra,
Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin, hr-Sinfonieorchester Frankfurt, Bamberger Symphoniker,
Oslo Philharmonic and others.

This time, he and the NHK Symphony Orchestra will perform Rakhmaninov’'s Symphony
No. 3 for the first time. Known as a leading specialist of Sibelius, he will also conduct the com-
poser’s Violin Concerto alongside the teenage virtuoso HIMARI as the soloist.

HIMARI, violin

35 Bornin 2011 in Japan, HIMARI has been described as a once-in-a-generation
talent, for her incredible technique, playful and imaginative interpreta-
tions, and ability to convey emotional depth. She became the youngest

ewiysageN nseAnieNo

student admitted to the prestigious Curtis Institute of Music in Philadel-
phia, where she studies with Ida Kavafian.

Last season, she received widespread acclaim for her European
debut with the Berliner Philharmoniker. In the current season, she debuts at the Ravinia Festi-

\

val with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and with the London Philharmonic Orchestra at the
Royal Festival Hall.

She has won top prizes in numerous international competitions, including the Lipinski &
Wieniawski International Violin Competition (Grand Prix), Arthur Grumiaux International Violin
Competition, Andrea Postacchini International Violin Competition, and the Schelkunchik Inter-
national Music Competition. She became the youngest performer at the Salzburg Festival in
2019, and won the Public Award at the Mini Violini in Montreal in 2023.

She made her sensational debut with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in 2023 playing
Paganini’s Violin Concerto No. 1. For her reunion with the orchestra, she will serve as the solo-
ist of Sibelius’s Violin Concerto that she performed with the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande
led by Jonathan Nott during their 2025 Japanese tour.
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Program Notes

Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)

Andante festivo

Finnish composer Jean Sibelius left his double mark on music history, as an important
symphonist following the pan-European tradition and as the establisher of the Finnish
national identity in music. He left us seven completed symphonies and one concerto (dis-
cussed below), while in the field of the symphonic (tone) poem, he derived inspiration
from the country’s nature, history or literature to create masterpieces including Four Leg-
ends from the Kalevala (Lemminkdinen Suite) premiered in 1896 and Finlandia (1899/1900).

Sibelius established his international reputation during his lifetime and passed away
in 1957 at age 91. Unexpectedly, his last major work 7Tapiola was composed as early as
in 1926. He then bowed himself out of full-blown creative activities for thirty odd years,
during which he famously burned the manuscript of his unfinished Symphony No. 8
through self-criticism.

Performed today, the version for string orchestra (with timpani as an option) of
Andante festivo (Festive Andante) dates from this retreat period. It was originally a string
quartet written in 1922 as a commission to mark the anniversary of a sawmill in Fin-
land. He re-orchestrated the work for string orchestra in 1938 to conduct it the follow-
ing year for a radio broadcast (Sibelius’s only existing recording of his own work). This
single-movement piece is, contrary to the title, of awe-inspiring solemnity. The placid main
theme given at the start in G major recurs in various forms, and the piece concludes in a
plagal “Amen” cadence like a hymn.

Jean Sibelius
Violin Concerto D Minor Op. 47

Sibelius bloomed relatively late as a composer. Born in Finland, then a part of the Russian

Empire, he received only a few piano lessons when he was around 7 and began to get vio-
lin training at age 15. He soon formed a trio at home with his siblings and started to play
in a string quartet. The young violinist made quick progress, whilst a harmony book given
to sixteen-year-old Sibelius as a gift in the summer of 1882 led to the composition of one
of his earliest works.

Sibelius studied violin further at the Helsinki Music Institute from 1885 to 1889, tak-
ing private composition lessons. He then honed his composition skills in Berlin and Vienna.
According to a well-known anecdote, he didn’t pursue a concert violinist career because
of, besides his blossoming talent for composition, an intense stage fright he suffered from.

The Violin Concerto in D minor is the only concerto the prolific composer left us. It
was completed in 1904 between the Symphony No. 2 (1901) and No. 3 (1907). Following
the 1904 premiere conducted by the composer and some additional performances receiv-
ing mixed reviews, he revised it in 1905.
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Sibelius’ Violin Concerto is abundant in unconventional approaches to the genre.
Not surprisingly, the capable-violinist composer fills the solo part with highly demanding
techniques such as the double or triple stops (playing two or three notes simultaneously).
Meanwhile, Sibelius attaches the same weight to the soloist and the orchestra to create a
finely designed symphonic architecture. The first movement of considerable length is in
flexible sonata form with three themes. Against our expectation, the soloist doesn’t give a
grand cadenza (a virtuosic solo without orchestra) towards the end but in the middle of the
movement immediately after the exposition of the themes. The lyrical second movement in
A-B-A form is followed by the finale, a vigorously folkish rondo with the rhythmical main
theme introduced by the violin solo at the beginning.

Sergei Rakhmaninov (1873-1943)

Symphony No. 3 A Minor Op. 44

Russian composer Sergei Rakhmaninov passed away in exile in California, USA, in 1943
during the height of World War II. His reliance on the Western 19th-century Romantic
idioms was always unswerving until his final compositional phase, as shown in his last
work Symphonic Dances (1940). In fact, he followed the footsteps of his idol Peter Ilich
T'chaikovsky (1840-1893) who trained Anton Arensky (1861-1906), Rakhmaninov’s har-
mony teacher. Music history textbooks have often contrasted Rakhmaninov with his two

progressive compatriots, Alexander Scriabin (1872-1915), his schoolfellow who created
the so-called “mystic chord”, and Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971) whose different styles were
invariably ahead of the curve.

Born into a Russian noble family, Rakhmaninov composed the Symphony No. 1
(1895) and No. 2 (1907) before he bid an eternal farewell to his motherland following the
1917 Bolshevik Revolution. Like the cliché, his life was stranger than fiction. With all his
possessions left behind and at the risk of his life, he departed Petrograd (Saint Petersburg)
for good with his wife, two daughters and only a few scores. They arrived in Stockholm via
Finland, and then lived in Copenhagen for some time. Having a family to support abroad,
from then he devoted himself to appear on concert stages going back and forth between
Europe and USA as one of the greatest pianists of the century.

The Symphony No. 3 is hence one of only six opus-numbered works the busy piano
virtuoso wrote during a quarter of a century of his life in exile. It was composed in 1935—
1936 mostly at the Villa Senar that he built on Lake Lucerne, Switzerland, and named
so after the couple’s names Sergei and Natal’ya Rakhmaninov. It is not hard to imagine
that the stunning view and the silence the villa offered to him greatly inspired his pen.
The piece had its premiere in 1936 in Philadelphia, USA, under the direction of L.eopold
Stokowski.

The Symphony No. 3 is profoundly Romantic as with Rakhmaninov’s two pre-exile
symphonies. However, it also shows his pursuit of rhythmical vibrancy characteristic of his
later compositions. Before the main sonata vigorously bursts into, the opening movement
has a brief melancholic introduction revealing a motif reminiscent of the Dies Irae (Day of
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Wrath) melody (mentioned later). This motif will be reused at pivotal points of the entire
work as a unifying element. The symphony is atypically in three movements, notwithstand-
ing the slow second movement in C-sharp minor has the scherzo-like section with buoyant
rhythms midway. Commonly known is that during the valiant final movement, the Dies
Irae melody from the Catholic Mass for the Dead is heard more distinctly. Symbolic of
death and/or resurrection, the melody is famously present in the composer’s many works
including the Symphonies No. 1 and No. 2.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 84
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2026-27

2026 Y CEmEET Oviary Youth
September Franz Schmidt Das Buch mit sieben Siegeln, oratorio i:zvggg i7-ggg
09 12 (sat) 6:00pm (The Book with Seven Seals) B 10:000 B :000
13 (Sun) 2200pm  Fabio Luisi, conductor gg’ggg g:ggg
Michael Laurenz, tenor (Johannes) David Steffens, bass (Voice of God) m E2’000
Miho Sakoda, soprano Asami Fuijii, mezzo soprano Tatsundo Ito, tenor : .
NHK Hall Hirotaka Kato, bass Eri Niiyama, organ New National Theatre Chorus, chorus
ConcertNo: 2070 Weber Oberon, opera - Overture Ordinary Youth
September Brahms Violin Concerto D Major Op. 77 ilgvggg igvggg
17 (Thu) 7:00pm Schumann Symphony No. 4 D Minor Op. 120 (Revised Version) 53000 B4000
Fri) 7: C6,500  C 3,250
18 ( ) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor D5500 D2,750
Suntory Hall Augustin Hadelich, violin
Ordinary Youth
September  Beethoven Symphony No. 1 C Major Op. 21 il%ggg igvggg
25 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoyen Symphony No. 3 E-flat Major Op. 55, Eroica B8000 B3600
26 (sat) 2:00pm (Heroic Symphony) C6500 C3250
D5,500 D 1,900
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E3,300 E1,600
Bruckner Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major Ordinary Youth
$15,000 S7,000
October , ,
A 12500 A6,000
17 (sat) 6:00pm B10,000 B 5,000
18 (Sun) 2:00pm €8,000 C 4,000
D 6,500 D 3,000
Herbert Blomstedt, conductor £4500 E2000
NHK Hall Matthias Bamert, cover conductor —_——

There will be no subscription concerts of Program B
in October due to special concerts.

Ordinary

ConcertNod| 2073

NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Beethoven Symphony Cycle 2

October Beethoven Egmont, incidental music Op. 84 - Overture i;‘vggo
23 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven Symphony No. 8 F Major Op. 93 B 7’200
' Beethoven Symphony No.5 C Minor Op. 67 C6.000
24 (sat) 2:00pm 2 OEE
D5,000
E 3,000
NHK Hall Christoph Eschenbach, conductor

Youth

$ 5,500
A 4,500
B 3,500
C2,800
D 1,800
E 1,400

Prokofiev Violin Concerto No. 1 D Major Op. 19 Ordinary Youth
Shostakovich Symphony No. 8 C Minor Op. 65 $12,000 $6,000
November ympnony P A 10,000 A5,000
7 (Sat) 6:00pm B8,000 B 3,600
8 (Sun) 2:00pm C6,500 C 3,250
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor D5,500 D 1,900
NHK Hall Mayuko Kamio, violin E3300 E1.600
Rakhmaninov Piano Concerto No. 2 C Minor Op. 18 Ordinary Youth
November Tchaikovsky The Nutcracker, ballet Op. 71 (Selected by Tugan Sokhiev) ilgvggg i gvggg
19 (Thu) 7:00pm B8000_ B4,000
20 (Fri) 7:00pm C6500 C3,250
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Alexandre Kantorow, piano
Ordinary outh
November Beethoven Coriolan, overture Op. 62 ilg'ggg ig'ggg
13 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven Symphony No. 2 D Major Op. 36 B8,000 B3600
. Beethoven Symphony No. 6 F Major Op. 68, Pastoral C6,500 C 3,250
14 (sat) 2:00pm D5500 D 1,900
E3,300 E 1,600
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor ——
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The Subscription

Concerts Program 2026-27

January
O 1 16 (Sat) 6:00pm
17 (Sun) 2:00pm

NHK Hall

Fabio Luisi, conductor

B 8,500
C 7,000
D 5,600
E 3,500

o AT Ornary Youth
November Falla £/ sombrero de tres picos, ballet suite No. 2 /S\K'ggg i:ggg
1 2 28 (Sat) 6:00pm (The Three-Cornered Hat) B11500 B5500
Ravel Piano Concerto G Major 9500 C4500
29 (Sun) 2:00pm - ) ’ ) 95500 C4,500
Program Aof the December Berlioz Symphonie fantastique, Op. 14 (Fantastic Symphony) D7,500 D 3,500
subscription concerts will . E5500 E 2,500
be held in November. Charles Dutoit, conductor -
NHK Hall Martha Argerich, piano
=) CEENOEEE  Mozart Die Zauberfite, opera K. 620 - Overture (The Magic Flute) Ordinary Youth
December Srnka Cello Concerto $12,000 $6,000
[NHKSO 100th Anniversary Commissioned Work / World Premiere] A10,000 A5000
10 (Thu) 7:00pm . ) B8,000 B 4,000
11 (Fri) 7:00pm Mendelssohn Symphony No. 3 A Minor Op. 56, Scottish C6500 C3.250
00p Maxim Emelyanychev, conductor D5,500 D 2,750
Suntory Hall Nicolas Altstaedt, cello
Ordinary Youth
December Beethoven Symphony No. 4 B-flat Major Op. 60 % i?%
4 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven 'Symphony No. 7 A Major Op. 92 BB000 B3600
5 (S t) 200 Charles Dutoit, conductor C6500 C3,250
2 :00pm - Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 Choral is scheduled to be performed D5500 D 1,900
NHK Hall at the “Beethoven ‘9th’ Symphony Concert” at the end of 2026 (conductor: Marek Janowski). E 3:300 E 1,‘600
TIETWET  Mahler Symphony No. 9 D Major Ordinary Youth
2027 PN S13000 S6500
A11,000 A5,200

,000
C 3,500
D 2,000

E 1,700

There will be no subscription concerts of Program B

in January, February, April, May, and June due to renovation of Suntory Hall.

Ordinary Youth
: ’ 512,000 S 6,000
January Serensen Evening Land [Japan Premiere] A10,000 A5000
22 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 1 C Major Op. 15 BB000 B3600
23 (sat) 2: 00pm Nielsen Symphony No. 6, Sinfonia semplice 6500 C3250
: D5,500 D 1,900
Fabio Luisi, conductor E3,300 E1,600
NHK Hall Alessandro Taverna, piano
2027 W\ Bach / Webern Musikalisches Opfer, BWV 1079 - Ricercar 4 6 voci ~ Ordinary Youth
February (The Musical Offering - 6 Voice Fugue) $10,000 $5,000
O 2 6 (Sat) 6:00pm Mahler 5 Lieder nach Texten von Friedrich Riickert /;g':gg gg?gg
: P! (6 Songs after Friedrich Rickert) C5400 C2550
7 (Sun) 2:00pm Schénberg Chamber Symphony No. 2 Op. 38 D4,300 D1500
Schubert Symphony No. 7 B Minor D. 759, Unvollendete E2,200 E 1,000
(Unfinished Symphony)
NHK Hall Antonello Manacorda, conductor André Schuen, baritone

There will be no subscription concerts of Program B in January, February, April,

May, and June due to renovation of Suntory Hall.

February
12 (Fri) 7:00pm
13 (Sat) 2:00pm

NHK Hall

96 ‘ NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Schumann Genoveva, opera Op. 81 — Overture
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 2 B-flat Major Op. 19
Hisatada Otaka Ashiya Otome, symphonic poem Op. 9
Panufnik Symphony No. 2, Sinfonia Elegiaca

Tadaaki Otaka, conductor
Yunchan Lim, piano

Ordinary

$ 10,000
A 8,500
B 6,500
C 5,400
D 4,300
E 2,200

Youth
$5,000
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NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:00pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
2027 W\ EEEITETZ  Mendelssohn Violin Concerto E Minor Op. 64 Ordinary Youth
April R. Strauss Eine Alpensinfonie Op. 64 (An Alpine Symphony) $13,000 $6,500
A11,000 A5,200
04 10 (Sat) 6:00pm B8500 B 4,000
1 (Sun) 2:00pm C7,000 C3500
Fabio Luisi, conductor E;"% [E)Z’Ogg
NHK Hall James Ehnes, violin i 1,7
B There will be no subscription concerts of Program B
in January, February, April, May, and June due to renovation of Suntory Hall.
ConcertiNol 2085 Ordinary Youth
April Dvotak The Noon Witch, symphonic poem Op. 108 i;‘;ggo f\iggg
23 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 3 C Minor Op. 37 86500 B3100
24 (sat) 2:00pm Unsuk Chin Subito con forza ) C5400 C2550
Shostakovich Symphony No. 9 E-flat Major Op. 70 D4,300 D 1,500
E2,200 E1,000
Elim Chan, conductor -
NHK Hall Alice Sara Ott, piano
2027 W\ EEEIOETE  Grieg Piano Concerto A Minor Op. 16 Ordinary Youth
Ma Stenhammar Symphony No. 2 G Minor Op. 34 $12,000 $6,000
y A10,000 A5000
8 (sat) 6:00pm B8,000 B 3,600
9 (Sun) 2:00pm €6,500 C 3,250
Paavo Jarvi, conductor E 5,500 E 1,900
NHK Hall Denis Kozhukhin, piano E3300 E1600
B There will be no subscription concerts of Program B
in January, February, April, May, and June due to renovation of Suntory Hall.
Ordinary Youth
May Lully Le bourgeois gentilhomme, ballet $11,000 $6,500
21 (Fri) 7:00pm (The Bourgeois Gentleman/Excerpts) gg’ggg :;‘;’gg
22 (sat) 2_'00 o, Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 4 G Major Op. 58 C6000 C 25800
0P R. Strauss Der Birger als Edelmann, suite Op. 60 D5,000 D 1,800
(The Bourgeois Gentleman) E3,000 E 1,400
Kent Nagano, conductor
NHK Hall Till Fellner, piano
2027 P\ EEEOHEES Mozart Symphony No. 35 D Major K. 385, Haffner Ordinary Youth
June Bruckner Symphony No. 3 D Minor, Wagner-Symphonie $12,000 S6,000
(Third Version / 1889) A10,000 A5000
5 (Sat) 6:00pm B8,000 B 3,600
Sun) 2:00pm C6,5500 C 3,250
6 (Sun) 2:00p! D5500 D1,900
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor E3300 Et600
B There will be no subscription concerts of Program B
in January, February, April, May, and June due to renovation of Suntory Hall.
G 2080 Ordinary Youth
June Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 E-flat Major Op. 73, Emperor i ;15’330 iivzgg
18 (Fri) 7:00pm R. Strauss Ein Heldenleben, symphonic poem Op. 40 (A Hero’s Life) 5 7:600 5 3:500
19 sat 2o0pm oo cao
Thomas Guggeis, conductor E3,000 E1,400
NHK Hall Kirill Gerstein, piano (tax included)
All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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1
Special Concerts 2026-27

2026 / 1 O 100th Anniversary Commemoration:
Mabhler Symphony No. 2 Resurrection

NHK Hall
10 / Sat. Mahler Symphony No. 2 C Minor Auferstehung (Resurrection)
6:00pm
10/ Sun. Fabio Luisi, conductor Ying Fang, soprano Tamara Mumford, mezzo soprano
2:00pm New National Theatre Chorus, chorus

2026 / 1 O ‘ Brahms Symphony Cycle Conducted by Two Great Conductors
Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre

10/30°%% Brahms Symphony No. 2 D Major Op. 73 / Symphony No. 4 E Minor Op. 98
7:00pm Herbert Blomstedt, conductor

1 0/3 Sat. Brahms Symphony No. 3 F Major Op. 90 / Symphony No. 1 C Minor Op. 68
4:00pm .
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor

2027/ O 1 NHKSO New Year Concerts 2027
NHK Hall

1 / 1 Sun. Wagner Rienzi, opera—Overture
3:00pm Wagner Die Walkiire, opera—Siegmunds Liebeslied: Winterstiirme wichen dem Wonnemond
1 / 1 1 gﬂggpm (Winter Storms Have Waned in the Moon of May) *®

Wagner Die Walkdre, opera—Du bist der Lenz (Thou Art the Spring)*

Wagner Lohengrin, opera—Grail Narration: /n fernem Land (In a Far-off Land )*

Wagner Tannhéuser, opera—Dich, teure Halle, griiss ich wieder (Dear Hall, | Greet Thee Once
Again)*

Wagner Tristan und Isolde, opera—O sink’ hernieder, Nacht der Liebe (Descend, O Night of
Love)**

J. Strauss |l Die Fledermaus, operetta—Overture, Csardas: Kldnge der Heimat (The Bat—
Sounds of My Homeland )*

Lehar Das Land des Léchelns, operetta—Dein ist mein ganzes Herz (The Land of Smiles—
Yours Is My Heart Alone)*

Lehar Die lustige Witwe, operetta—Vilja-Lied (The Merry Widow—Vilja Song)*

Kalman Gréfin Mariza, operetta—Grtiss mir mein Wein (Countess Maritza—Vienna Mine)*®

). Strauss |l Kaiser-Walzer, Op. 437 (Emperor Waltz)

Lehar Das Land des Léchelns, operetta—WWer hat die Liebe uns in Herz gesenkt (The Land
of Smiles—Who Has Placed Love in Our Hearts) *®

Fabio Luisi, conductor Camilla Nylund, soprano* Klaus Florian Vogt, tenor*
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2027 / 02 The 300th Anniversary of the Premiere of Bach’s Matthdus-Passion
NHK Hall

2 / 2 Sat. Bach Matthéus-Passion BWV 244 (St. Matthew Passion)
3:00pm
2/2 Sun. Ton Koopman, conductor Evangelist / Tenor: Tilman Lichdi Jesus: TBA Maki Mori, soprano
Maarten Engeltjes, countertenor Klaus Mertens, bass-baritone Amsterdam Baroque Choir, chorus
The Little Singers of Tokyo, children’s chorus etc.

2:00pm

2027 / O 4_0 6 ‘ Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre Series
Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre

4 / 1 17'%% Franz Schmidt Notre Dame, opera—Zwischenspiel und Karnevalsmusik (Intermezzo and
o pm Carnival Music)
4 / 1 6 ;rc')'opm Hindemith Nobilissima visione, ballet suite (The Noblest Vision)
R. Strauss Don Quixote, symphonic poem Op. 35*

Fabio Luisi, conductor Rei Tsujimoto, cello*

5 / 1 Thu. Debussy Prélude & l'aprés-midi d’'un faune (Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun)
7:00pm Lancen Concerto champétre for Harp and Orchestra

5 / 1 4 ;r(')o om Tailleferre Petite suite
Ravel Daphnis et Chloé, Suites Nos. 1 & 2

Nodoka Okisawa, conductor Risako Hayakawa, harp

6 / 1 Thu. Prokofiev Symphonie classique, Op. 25

7:00pm Mozart Symphonie concertante for 4 Winds and Orchestra E-flat Major K. 297b
6 / 11 ;_’(')-Opm Stravinsky The Rite of Spring, ballet

Tugan Sokhiev, conductor Shuhei Nakamura, oboe Kenji Matsumoto, clarinet
Hironori Ugajin, bassoon Hitoshi Imai, horn

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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' Rimsky-Korsakov Scheherazade, symphonic suite Op. 35
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T

ww J=YRbLVAN ¢ Virbit L3

Eriday;Julyii7%202617:00 pri@NH KSHa lI§#2 { Earo 7*”’@/17 > < SLy A LA >

‘- - ISEERDICNEICE 2009FEFh OBk -
mxmr D15 A@® 10:00am sHELWADE

(EH=B%THT : 58 12 H(KX)10:00am) NZH+K 0570-02-9502 WEBF4yhN& JOk:{0)
B & B2 xEmsRR—mparsi0%mz o ERBMENER-—LN=YE  hitps://nhkso.piajp REH:
[ — #% ]S:¥7300 A:¥5300 B:¥3300 C:¥2100 &\‘m BEVERTHEE CHESAT

BeBBBANCENET IFetlony s @

1-2F79h] S:¥3,600 A:¥2600 B:¥1,600 C:¥1,000

[
(29 BLLT) nhkso.or.jp X 0 °

Iwatani

ERERHIAHT




NHKSO

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

TOKYO

1926 FRILDELH3F - A5 TT, R
—ROBEEPFTROV YA IBEEBIC,
BLDBREEFBLTEE LI, 20265108
ICBIZI00FEMAET, BAPHR SR TR
FFHETVNHKOKXFT RS20 7 —2db
YBERRLTVET. SRIERER12Y7 4
DREI?PEHA - A—STT, i

7:00pm #@o%.1s2%EE
NHK& —JL

1618  [RBEXRRE

VPAFY > PREKY
=2 )N EZ NEN-TEZX)
FET—2— I AMFTET

PET AL 4 o> Fdhh 5 (98)
= 5% NEH) —H1HKE 0A)

E—E33XE (108)
A FAAY =, SRS —EIRES S @A)
25>V -2y b3 LR L) — (RZRdh, 4A)

S Uy /N—TLEELRED-HDDBIRED—E2KE )
Y3 RAD -4 F /XL FIB—F1XKT 4h)

27Y v/ N Tl (SAIBF) F2B— REORY, 128)

T NHK/NHKZ RS \

B nhkso.or.jp aassiver-ax-scams
E

X >
-— BHBEREA-LTERBITLET,
NE=a>2—-2L2 WEBF 7y ANEO FIRES 75 BREEN

YIF=P YT —F =z, —E2EKF (1)

INEEHIAE EFICITDNIDH DIV Y — b, 2026-27¥ =X (&, BRIV OEL
CHATHINARISSWEETAER) TN ISHRICFa2y EHEHRAATERNLET,
SEMHTEVIH. EDRBRICTHHES>TWIH, RENBEHMLBEMIIShTELS, ECH<FoBD
(A=TAPSDBBERLABEVE, BARD =D AT, A%

2 STNHKR—LICREHBU (L E L,

HE B2/ 2FEE)

\NHKm—zuwgrgm-} v OICHRE
REIXEHEHIC!

—#:¥2,000 2825:¥1,700
\ 9WMUTREE 5 5%/
a-277y b+ @ : ¥1,000
\ BBICHABTNHKR =S/
Yzhhs - RPFry b

(28014): ¥3,200

X—fig - B AKBHE

48248 &) 10:00am % /4820

BI7EPf OWEBF4 v hN#  https://nhkso.pi
ONZ44 K 0570-02-9502 ©F 4 v hU'® pia.jp/t/nhkso

“O@e+ (4=7"52) eplus.jp/nhkso ©O—Y>F 4 b I-tike.com/nhkso

K2—2RF 7y b (Q9MET) (KWEBF 7y INES LUNBH A KOZOBRIRAELEN E5,
DOHBFCEBERO/DD (2 - 2B HBBELN ET. FBENER—A~-—JETBILE.

HEMRBEZ| - RTRFOSMNBVIEWEBF 7 INGSLUNBHA FDHERNET.

HECTRIEOVTENENA KCBMEDHE (RELS

HNEHA K TOEPLRARE, ARODIEXOHF TEHNET,.

HRUPROTABIEHUN LTWET,

>'<«*-'(:%43’&»*Eé?&ﬁ%ﬁ@@%ﬂiit’{%ﬂ?’ﬁ DRDPLEEIBEHNTEVET,

RPEOBEEDLE, 77y MEOUORLEWELE LA,
KRBT BBAMERENE R~ A I TTRRCLEN,

WEBF#7 v hNE
HRVEHE:NEHA K 0570-02-9502 Gnre o am "
HEREA 83+ 5310:00an TERCLET, ERELENET,




.

3

HE I ELE—- B
Yoichi Sugiyama, conductor ‘- ot
V757 EHRRK =N
Karera Fujita, soprano Il(J iﬁ
raOVER=: HEARSE | NBarroor-— & 0 <

Mikio Nitta, trombone (Princjpal Trombone, NFKSO) _ IL_'f
R NHK SR RE \ D 4
NHK Symbhony Orchestra, TolR/o N N = \ I{% EK
4 ) O)

""T*‘-‘.“‘T el S S I 2
il 17 : ¥ A
T e s e s o i
4 L { V. o *]:/ <

UNHK so > o B e e et e e
TOKYO | P

L]

Jﬁly3 (Eriday) 7:00pm / Pre-Concert Talk 6:30pm g
Tokyo Opera Clty Concert Hall

iﬁwr’W/T« :/*y‘—h'k—)b o

S &M Music Tomorrow Tl ERITHIERHZH
fERDERICHEE. [NE100E 2L ZTTIRRIERD
HRE. 12V 7OEEEO—-RICLIXEOBRYH
DiITbhd,

?EIEEE’&QELZ:OL& BEROEXREOLY
D), ENRBHEHREBINEHGETIINE
BELB. 268 TCOREIL BEIE(1955F)N=&R
D2278. HAE(19565F) DHXD2AMICRSBEETH
Y EREORVESREETIREL L, WHEBO
[EHMENICBER T RAREERR, £EROFER
(RIS BFJHWE UM, BHEAL BEREEL—
fE. REOMU, BFOERERAL. BAD O
LFEINREEIFERRNEL,

ZlF— 13 ThETHEAE L LT Music Tomorrow
(CHBRLTELY. SERFERELTOELR Y. BIF
BEETS. NERIZ100FBLTERINAERD

: B NUHBADRE L) SE, HRESELI
T LEBIfEDREL T vmm?m&ﬁz:mwtﬁga
ﬁ‘JkH&,ﬁ&ﬁf.b\ '-\
| Pm#m5&1‘54&')70)1‘51&%!:‘1»»4/ =
. I:l S+ ﬁ§tl=lb( J7I~’&ﬁlt\f§‘!&$i§'§‘é
.;-tH:l/‘k ‘JEth.Ibf)((‘k T :IJUE‘())'\(H
W EOs ziﬂ?hfﬁc\% -r- EU)I%;HLWf *1&“02\
™ 9&"}1}‘ ?Eif‘innl.ﬁbéﬂ}lﬁhﬂi ﬁiﬁ'& ETé \\
I~4/ E‘C!&’*’@%ﬁfﬁﬁild‘hofi#
= 2 ﬁE%PtNﬁﬁﬁ§%iﬂ']20$ﬁbT§
- 5L FEBREORECLEETHS, \

SR B ERE DT D Gill) (2024) [,;.'s7:;|mrrﬁ.-.':;'}xm"mf.s.'.] it ey ~
Wagatsuma / MATSURU for Orchestra (2024) [The 73rd Otaka Award Work] \ L . = - - ~
T 5 - % i g . WSy
BUE— BANDES U —F—7 AT DIz D (2026) [N 100 4 i 20 ah 5 91 | > ol , I
Sugiyama / Stairways to Dreams for Orchestra (2026) INHKSO 100th Anniversary Cofmmissiened Work /aiorld Premiere]. | 0 T T v o
-

KRB~ZAX vV h—2(EO—%-BIE%IES) | Intermission’ In Conversation with Pieluigi Billone

vo—3 Ryl axief—

Billone / Bocca.Kosmoi for Voice, Trombone and Orches(ra (2007) PJapan Prémiere] ¢
S

]‘U/‘l?—/kﬂ‘—’fxl‘aa)f‘&)@f’()T)l)[' U]

B =" 3

FrvbRTER

F7 R E(BR)
L E ¥

smlant
N &5k : 0570-02-9502
EEEEFR 110:00am ~5:00pm (EHE: +-B-#H)

HREHA TR

225310 THRVELET,

—mmmoommamm qWAvA 1.8
Oa-2F4 v (29w 1,500/ /B:1,000F -

<[ A—ZF4 b (29 F) EWEB F4 vk N EHE LU N EH 1 OBOBRYBERNET,

10 BIET.

HBWERHOLDOERLLYET,

ME AR EREROLDO[ 1—RBR HFPBEELUE 1 NEH— LSBT RN, . L
- EHEBOHIE—MREED10% B35 ELUET, £l %1T )2 (WYl 1§T(HU¥BL‘E1WEE?7/FN¥ NEHIRDH) .
- WRANT Y71 Arts KOS ETRBOBIEERFANTS 71 7-/7'1H1/9 bmtixugv X
- BOFHICOVTIEN BHARABELAHECEED, v
- NEHFTOHRLAZE AWMAD1EEAMETELNET 1n
- RAFROZABESHILTOET
[ & ——=y

- WEBZ4rvh N: https://nhkso.piajp.
- N#71K:0570-02-9502

EfE:
HeE:
BhRL

NHK ~ NHK 32
ABHFREA BRRANTSTXALHE
ARBEREA =% UFEFEEMLE
ABMEEA O—L 32—J97 Tpi7—Yar
1{“ u ‘ﬁusu' N
o
P yr7vay

b

* RREANT YT 1 Flhubize5—:03 5353 9999
« F4yhU0d: pia.jp/t/nhkso

- e+(1=7"7X):eplus.jp/nhkso

+ B—Y>F4ryh:l-tike.com/nhkso

i

X

WEB 77 vh N

600D




/
‘ | 1cC
1 NHKSO | 'g’w‘so "

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

TOKYO

x5
o

eee
----------

,,,,,
..................

EP4 >r* 7L\z
& e j
3 n\ywlliam\pr{ S NHK/NHKszgm

{2 1&/55bn7’\

(EEHE) | — vr5-2 >=f\

%l [ Y — K e |
—ARDrdoF—7 N\ N
nm [RA— o —X
— XA 8L, VAPIEDT—v, V=0,V

# : / ©Claudia Hershner FEDV—F, 3_5{0)7_-_7‘\ SBHEDINT R,
~ 2026 B : EEORETVE- SR N

- 6a26m@) 700%m, S
; J:CO M 11‘—) l/l-\ I? Keitaro Harada, conductor

(AxFHER2ME) JRAEFER EBOERR
Friday, June 26, 2026 7:00pm iy LS N H K *ﬁ¥.

J:COM Hall Hachioji

.

|
-, TR
oL e VLT W
\-:" g f,‘\._':,- ‘f.:f_‘._
; <Y redld }
- - pl 4l e, v'1
. - L)
= "
=23 IL:AJ s A =
zxm®m 3813 8@ 10:00am sHwabt
(EBMREETHE 3 A9 H(H)10:00am) N##1 K 0570-02-9502  WEBF%7vEN# IOk
Bl £ B2) KEBSAE—EH2>10%83] HEZR ERBHENER-LN"YE  https://nhkso.piajp  REH.
_ ) HRAREBRRIZ £ DR TS NE YA
[ B ] 5:¥10,000 A:¥8600 B: ¥6,800 HOUEBAVEETHAECHEASN  Follow uson
[21-2Fryh@omu™] S:¥ 5000 A:¥4,300 B:¥3,400 RELBBBANTINET

nhkso.or.jp X 0O [ >



)
A.k“ a

“‘m®499 u;
HRoO1Mv4=T7,

x—e | 9 | Auowuey|iyd

J—

=GEFB6E

A= (F R DHREEBED

RELBRLDRY LT —4 T, —l ‘-
Dty A RBLPH R E /
sEE i&ﬁﬁ?’-kﬁx‘(ﬂztélilka‘oﬁl?

SHLRzAVWESST,
BRI DBELLEXZE T,

€699-v€L NSSI

Iwatani

ERERGISHT

[wvumun | (HOOSH) 2,






