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S REOL D¥3300  D¥1,400
6 /1 5 200pm  E7/iFZR-aVakr E¥1,600  E ¥800

REAERFTEEABE>

(k. §ATHR)

FHERH(9E) | S¥57,780 A¥50,760 B¥40,500 C¥32,760 D¥25020 D(a—ZF4vk)¥7,200(BA)
J—Av8E%(3E) | S¥20,340 A¥17,910 B¥14,250 C¥11,520 D¥8,790 D(a—ZF4vk)¥3,000(BiA)

HEY—R &) CTOT T LDEMEEH BSTIEHFOHSERESL TVVAEET (EF1EH. 1—2F T obeDZ). [AZIT ADIEEBERVEL EFET,

34 NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO PHILHARMONY | JUNE 2023




FH RN R (ELAE 2023598 ~20244E6H)

BREUCERF ZHAE, 1RHEERNTIAEHI)10~27%HETYT ! (BEIREAEPHBICLoTREVET)
%ﬁl’*‘l&eq FERE%H —X 8% (Autumn) 2023F7RH9H[H] (E#=8%T) 2023F7A178[B-HL] (—#)
(10:00amPEDEM) L 2 & B (Winter) 2023108128 0K] (*HEN' ) /20231081 7ALX] (—2)
=R 5 8%5(Spring) 2024F2R7H K] (TR E%AT) 2024 F2A16H[£] (—1)
#& (Ba)
58 s Ja s | o |
b5 A70Y5L4L ¥69,300 ¥58,050 ¥45,090 ¥36,720 ¥28,800 ¥8,100
L% (¥7,700) (¥6,450) (¥5,010) (¥4,080) (¥3,200) (¥900)
(om]) B7O0Y54 ¥74,970 ¥64,260 ¥51,255 ¥41,310 ¥33,660 ¥9,720
(¥8,330) (¥7,140) (¥5,695) (¥4,590) (¥3,740) (¥1,080)
c70vs4L ¥57,780 ¥50,760 ¥40,500 ¥32,760 ¥25,020 ¥7,200
(¥6,420) (¥5,640) (¥4,500) (¥3,640) (¥2,780) (¥800)
g s Ja _Js _Jc _Jo |
=Ry A70O095L4 ¥24,360 ¥20,310 ¥15,870 ¥12,870 ¥10,140 ¥3,300
FY-EY (¥8,120) (¥6,770) (¥5,290) (¥4,290) (¥3,380) (¥1,100)
(3m) c70954h ¥20,340 ¥17,910 ¥14,250 ¥11,520 ¥8,790 ¥3,000
(¥6,780) (¥5,970) (¥4,750) (¥3,840) (¥2,930) (¥1,000)

(AR RES) D EAT
KRG SNEHRBSORSEWESE CVAEET, AT ADIIESBVEL LFES (ACTOIFLNDI-ZF T MEMREHDEINEICEBEHVELA),

1E2%
NBZECFroMEBBORDVAELTET, K EABICE-TRAVET, SABOBRTIEIE,
RAME 910-11A 2023%7R27AA] (EM2E%) 20235 7A30R (] (—4)
(1000m#SDZH) ) 128 20235 10R26E K (EMER%FH) 20234108298 A] (—#)

4-5-68  2024F2R28H[K] (E#ixE%1T)  20244F3A3R[H] (—#)

HEY—ZL LN ASOHEERESE TOESET (B 1-RF T oheDZ), AT ADIBEHRRVBL LT T,
¥ [WEB L7038+ | DRSS AT — XA H o TR T UL ELEL T,

A-ZFTvb
25U T DAENDBBEF b T 1BISETERRES (DF) CTHAVWAELETET, R ERABDIFHRTIBILI,
BRI T QIR BEDETIRRVELSE T, ¥ 1—2F 4 yhDBIRNENBHARDHELET

2023F 7R LB &). 1—-XF o WEB F 7 oh NEETHI B AW/ ET,
FIRICH-TIRANCERD DRELNET s FUUINER—LR—TTTEAVELET,

WEBF4vh N& https://ticket.nhkso.or.jp
EEIEE) https://nhkso.pia.jp | %#BEa1000am #50EH

NZH /K [EICRERd TEL 03-5793-8161 | Ear s m e e s AoBANEA
PESEIEEY TEL 0570-02-9502 | SAHT 1090em ~5:000m b ERBEH ALY

ERNERBERIEBICRDSTE MR SRR TEE M REMHO L ARAISE LAY ~3:000m DEE X BEZFOHNDEE
HNEHIRTOHAVAHIAEADIEEBRIET %6/28(K) 32 RT LBITD/-0 NEA A FEERMAEEL. WEB F 7y b NETOF 7y NRFEHIRIE

HPUE/LVEATHEE PHESH ERLLBBEP AR PUILLLZBEN TEVET, ARPUEDBEEDZE FTIMEOUVRLIGVLEE A,

[NEHAR | HELVUTWEBF 7 v NE | DY —EZBITOH IS E (202356A29A~) B¥L<I3p. 8EZ B ALY

Please follow us on , 0 u

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO 35




i

551l 2

|
~
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HHARTIT T avF— PR —)V | BRI 71 —2 : 6:30pm~
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Fryh i R5Eh

F{ENHK ~ NHKIZEH

H#E ARBMRAEAERANTS T LB E

PR SAEFF L SR B B4 (BASRERATESE AIEEALE) | M FREABRSH LIRS/
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F& (emEE ) —H% 1,800 E#I=E 1,200 1—XF vk (258 LLT) 500,
YTIVH L NTF Ak (240148) 2,000

F4yh:FESEh

FINHK ~ NHKZEE
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7/1(214:00pm | NEAXZRNIF9 IR IT—BXENES X NE

POLPY Y TH=—LIV R E—I7IVIER—)V

BELWT—% Jr1FIRINIER
FHAATRX— /T4 A — R 1ER35
FrAATR¥— T F4%E ~525H (Em36

FEBMHXLBRIEEEEE SMEL »OLHI T+ =—EILX TEL(03)5670-2233

7/2[E]3:00pm | NHKZEEERES 5 R AR

WAL 2 <Y > —b

HiEH-tBIR7A1ALREL
FENHKFERBER . NHKZEBEE HREE A ESAER TEL(052)320-9933

7/9[E3:00pm | NHKZZ %M BHILAE

FALABIISL Y 7 — (Bl Rsefb ey —) Kb—v

EEESEH E7/:A%£Y
SNy SET /REEl 51% REER fER1
ANTT 4 2%~ INUIHEE [N D& | (19455HR)

FfE: (AR BILTE - FOIRE A BRILUTHRX b 2 —IRE EEE)
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BIEREE E7/iatNBR

Jx—N— BB DO F | Fih
E—UPIWNET /i 524% /\FEER K. 491
Ta—vl /B 3% TARMA (ERI7[T1]
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J2—HIFY I+ =—F—

BB UR— A1 ET/iRUVTA AN T - HVIT
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FrAATR¥— /TR F6%K N[ KB ERT74
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8/27(E]3:00pm | NHKXEXHERS M)IAE
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9/2[£]3:30pm o - e -
RKERFERELEBTEDOR BEDOHFEAN

W ZEMEIY o —bh—

BEARREAN TPV KRBEF*
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FEHATEMEETEIEE SATEMNURENE- BRCV Y —EXLREBESF sHEE HARMIEF /v %— TEL(0120)1192-40
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NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Chief Conductor: Fabio Luisi

Music Director Emeritus: Charles Dutoit

Honorary Conductor Laureate: Herbert Blomstedt
Conductor Laureate: Vladimir Ashkenazy

Honorary Conductor: Paavo Jarvi

Permanent Conductors: Yuzo Toyama, Tadaaki Otaka

Specially Appointed Concertmaster: Fuminori Maro Shinozaki
Concertmaster: Ryotaro Ito

Guest Concertmaster: Sunao Goko

1st Violins

Shirabe Aoki
Kyoko Une
Yuki Oshika
O Ryota Kuratomi
Ko Goto
Tamaki Kobayashi
Toshihiro Takai
Yuki Naoi
Yumiko Nakamura
Takao Furihata
O Hiroyuki Matsuda
Nana Miyagawa
Ryuto Murao
O Tsutomu Yamagishi
O Masamichi Yokoshima
O Koichi Yokomizo

2nd Violins

© Rintaro Omiya

© Masahiro Morita
Toshiyuki Kimata
Maiko Saito

O Keiko Shimada

O Atsushi Shirai

O Akiko Tanaka
Kirara Tsuboi
Yosuke Niwa
Kazuhiko Hirano
Yoko Funaki
Kenji Matano

O Haruhiko Mimata
Masaya Yazu
Yoshikazu Yamada
Toshiro Yokoyama
Yuka Yoneda

Y¢ Shotaro Nakamura
Satoshi Ono
Shigetaka Obata

[J Gentaro Sakaguchi
Mayumi Taniguchi
Hiroto Tobisawa

O Hironori Nakamura
Naoyuki Matsui
Rachel Yui Mikuni

# Yuya Minorikawa

O Ryo Muramatsu
Yuji Yamada

Cellos

© Rei Tsujimoto

© Ryoichi Fujimori
Hiroya Ichi
Yukinori Kobatake

O Miho Naka

O Ken’ichi Nishiyama
Shunsuke Fujimura
Hiroshi Miyasaka
Yuki Murai

O Shunsuke Yamanouchi
Masako Watanabe

Contrabasses

© Shu Yoshida

O Masanori Ichikawa
Eiji Inagawa

O Jun Okamoto
Takashi Konno
Hiroaki Sagawa

O Shinji Nishiyama
Tatsuro Honma
Yoko Yanai

Violas

© Ryo Sasaki
© Junichiro Murakami

Flutes

© Masayuki Kai
© Hiroaki Kanda

Maho Kajikawa
Junji Nakamura

Oboes

© Yumi Yoshimura
Shoko Tkeda
Izumi Tsuboike
Hitoshi Wakui

Clarinets

© KeiIto
© Kenji Matsumoto
# Takashi Yamane

Bassoons

© Hironori Ugajin
© Kazusa Mizutani
Yuki Sato
Keiko Sugawara
Itaru Morita

Horns

© Hitoshi Imai
Naoki Ishiyama
Yasushi Katsumata
Hiroshi Kigawa
Yudai Shoji
Kazuko Nomiyama

Trumpets

© Kazuaki Kikumoto
© Tomoyuki Hasegawa
Tomoki Ando
Eiji Yamamoto

(O Principal, ¥ Acting Principal, O Vice Principal, [[] Acting Vice Principal, # Inspector)
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Trombones

© Hikaru Koga

© Mikio Nitta
Ko Ikegami
Hiroyuki Kurogane
Takenori Yoshikawa

Tuba

Yukihiro ITkeda

Timpani

© Toru Uematsu
© Shoichi Kubo

Percussion

Tatsuya Ishikawa
Hidemi Kuroda
Satoshi Takeshima

Harp

Risako Hayakawa

Stage Manager

Masaya Tokunaga
Daisuke Kurokawa

Librarian

Akane Oki
Hideyo Kimura
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PROGRAM

Concert No.1986
NHK Hall

June
10(Sat) 6:00pm
11(Sun) 2:00pm

conductor Gianandrea Noseda

*Changed from initially scheduled.

piano Behzod Abduraimov

2 4
concertmaster  Yosuke Kawasaki

4 Yosuke Kawasaki: Born in New York, Yosuke Kawasaki started learning violin at the age of six from his father, Masao
Kawasaki, and subsequently studied at the Juilliard School under the tutelage of Dorothy Delay and Hyo Kang. He has
been appointed Concertmaster at orchestras in both Japan and North America including Japan Century Orchestra, Saito
Kinen Orchestra and most recently, the National Arts Centre Orchestra known as the NAC Orchestra in Ottawa, Canada.

Sergei Prokofiev Alfredo Casella
The Love for Three Oranges Symphonic Fragments
Op. 33bis, symphonic suite [16'] from La donna serpente
| TheRidicules (The Serpent Lady) [Japan Premiére]
Il Infernal Scene [27]
Il March [1.Serie]
IV Scherzo I Musica del sogno di re Altidor
V  The Prince and the Princess Il Interludio
VI Flight Il Marcia guerria
[ 1. Serie]
Sergei Prokofiev | Sinfonia
Piano Concerto No. 2 G Minor Il Preludio
Op. 16 [32'] Il Battaglia e Finale
I Andantino
Il Scherzo: Vivace
Il Intermezzo: Allegro moderato - All performance durations are approximate.
IV Finale: Allegro tempestoso
— intermission (20 minutes) —

PROGRAM A NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO
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Artist Profiles
Gianandrea Noseda, conductor

Italian conductor Gianandrea Noseda, born in Milan in 1964, is now serving
as Music Director of the National Symphony Orchestra in Washington,

D.C., sometimes dubbed the President’s orchestra, and as General Music

Director of the Opernhaus Zirich having taken over from Fabio Luisi, thus

he is active in both orchestral concerts and operas. He has continuously

served in positions such as Principal Guest Conductor of the Mariinsky
Theatre, Principal Conductor of the Cadaqués Orchestra, Spain, the BBC Philharmonic, and
Music Director of Teatro Regio Torino. With the BBC Philharmonic, he has released numerous
notable CDs of works of Respighi, Casella and Dallapiccola, and a disc of works of Russian
composers he recorded with the London Symphony Orchestra, where he serves as Principal
Guest Conductor, has also won high artistic acclaim. He actively takes up rarely performed works,
discovers subtleties hidden in the work and fully draws out poetic and dramatic sentiments from
them to reflect in the performances. We can only take off our hats to such a remarkable skill.

Since his first appearance with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in 2005, he has gradually built

up good relations with the orchestra though his frequent visits. The programs he will conduct on
this visit include the Japan premiere of Casella’s Symphonic Fragment from La donna serpente
(The Serpent Lady), Symphony No.1, an ambitious work by Rakhmaninov whose 150th anniversary
of birth falls on this year, and Shostakovich’'s Symphony No. 8 — a highly attractive line-up of a
variety of works which is typical of this conductor. We have great expectations for the enthusiastic
collaboration of Maestro Noseda and the NHK Symphony Orchestra.

Behzod Abduraimov, piano

Behzod Abduraimoy, born in Tashkent, Uzbekistan in 1990, started to

play the piano at the age of five, and made his professional debut by

performing with the National Symphony Orchestra of Uzbekistan when he

was around eight years old. After being trained under Tamara Popovich

at the Uspensky State Central Academy in Tashkent, he studied at the

Park University International Center for Music in the United States under
the tutelage of Stanislav loudenitch, an Uzbek-born pianist who won the 2001 Van Cliburn
International Piano Competition. He launched his international career after winning the 2009
London International Piano Competition, while releasing an album of Prokofiev's Piano Sonata
No. 6 and others in 2012, and an album containing Prokofiev's Piano Concerto No. 3 in 2014. He
has worked with the Philharmonia Orchestra, the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the San Francisco
Symphony, the Orchestre de Paris and the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra.

This is his second collaboration with the NHK Symphony Orchestra, his first being in 2014

when he played Rakhmaninov under Vladimir Ashkenazy. On this occasion, he will perform Piano
Concerto No.2 of Prokofiev, his favorite composer.

[Gianandrea Noseda by Nobuyasu Matsuoka, music critic, Behzod Abduraimov by Haruka
Kosaka, music journalist]
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Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Sergei Prokofiev (1891-1953)

The Love for Three Oranges Op. 33bis, symphonic suite
Following the 1917 Revolution, Prokofiev left his homeland in May 1918 by permission of

the Soviet authorities to compose and perform overseas. Avoiding western disasters of war,
he headed east for America via Vladivostok and Tokyo. During this voyage, he prepared the
libretto for his opera based on The Love for Three Oranges by the Venetian playwright Carlo
Gozzi (1720-1806). The opera would be first-staged in Chicago in 1921. The symphonic suite
consists of six excerpts arranged by the composer.

The plot is wacky: everyone tries in vain to make the hypochondriac Prince laugh, but
he does accidentally during a party seeing the Witch falling over. Furious, she puts a curse on
him so he falls in love with three oranges that he goes in search of. The first two Princesses
coming out of the enormous oranges die of thirst. The Prince marries the third Princess and
expels the villains from the Kingdom. The best-known of the suite, the blatant March is from
the scene where the sick Prince is forcibly carried from his bedroom to the party. At Scherzo,
a rhythm of the Italian folk dance tarantella accompanies the hero’s feverish hunt for the
oranges in the desert.

Sergei Prokofiev

Piano Concerto No. 2 G Minor Op. 16

Marked by a fierce modernism, the Piano Concerto No. 2 belongs to Prokofiev’s early period

prior to the Bolshevik Revolution. The Ukraine-born Russian artist was still a twenty-one-year-
old student when he began working on the piece in 1912. His forward-looking Piano Concerto
No. 1 (1912) had created a stir establishing his status as an enfant terrible in the country’s
music scene, but the more daring, radical, virtuosic concerto No. 2 aroused sharply divided
reactions when it was premiered by the composer as soloist in 1913. Regrettably, this version’s
score was lost amidst the chaos of the Revolution. Prokofiev reconstructed it from 1923 so the
new version — the only one we know today — would be first heard in Paris in 1924.

No. 2 is unusual in its four movements all of which have their overall dark tone set by
their main key (G or D minor). Requiring a technical prowess and physical toughness, the solo
part is known as a most difficult one to play in piano literature. In fact, the opening sonata-like
movement has a famously extended, demanding cadenza (pianist’s solo without orchestra) with
dissonant sounds, and the second Scherzo movement dominated by perpetual motion has both
the soloist’s hands play ceaseless sixteenth notes in unison. Headed “tempestoso,” the final
movement in rondo-like form has indeed the stormy main section contrasted with the calmer
central section unfolding a folkish theme.
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Alfredo Casella (1883-1947)

Symphonic Fragments from La donna serpente
(The Serpent Lady) [Japan Premiére]

Born in Turin, Casella speaks for Italian modern music along with Respighi. The former
entered the Paris Conservatory in 1896 to be trained by Fauré. He since deepened his

friendship with musicians active in the French capital including Ravel, before going back to
Italy in 1915.

The general transition of Casella’s styles mirrors the vital times of music history, as
his early works reflect influence of the late-Romanticism (Mahler and R. Strauss) and the
Impressionism (Debussy), his middle period being more or less experimental adopting even
Schonberg’s atonalism, while his later compositions after leaving France show neo-Classical
approaches: in all cases, Casella's orchestral output — his strong field — is known for its expert,
colorful scoring and solid sound.

Unlike Verdi or Puccini, Casella left us only three operas all of which date from his
mature period in Italy. The first one, La donna serpente (The Serpent Lady) was composed in
1928-1931 to be premiered in 1932 in Rome. It is based upon an eighteenth-century fairytale
play by, again, Carlo Gozzi whose works had inspired Puccini’s Turandot and Prokofiev’s
above-mentioned piece. The intricate plot of Casella’s opera, often compared to Mozart’s Die
Zauberflote (Magic Flute), features the fairy princess Miranda who falls in love with and marries
the mortal king Altidor. Miranda’s father promises to make her mortal on condition that she
tests her husband under cover: if he curses her, she shall be a snake. As Altidor faces too severe
trials to stand, she actually becomes a snake to be imprisoned, but he fights against monsters to
rescue her. Miranda, mortal now, and Altidor are reunited.

The Symphonic Fragments prepared by Casella comprises six movements divided into
two series. The opening movement Musica del sogno di re Altidor (Music of King Altidor’s Dreanr)
takes a form of lullaby foretelling the couple’s misadventure. Its somnolent mood uncovered by
the oboe solo recalls Debussy, while the wild Marcia guerria (Bellicose March) evokes Prokofiev’s
March from The Love for Three Oranges. Marked by snaky, ominous melodies, the mysterious
and dark Preludio (Prelude) suggests Miranda’s metamorphosis into a serpent.

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon Il, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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PROGRAM

Concert No.1988
Suntory Hall

June

21(Wed) 7:00pm
22(Thu) 7:00pm

conductor Gianandrea Noseda ‘ for a profile of Gianandrea Noseda, see p. 52
violin Sayaka Shoji*
concertmaster Sunao Goko

Johann Sebastian Bach

(Ottorino Respighi)

Three Chorales [12']

I Nun komm’ der Heiden Heilan (Come, Savior
of the Heathen)

Il Meine Seel’ erhebt den Herren! (My Soul
Magnifies the Lord)

1]

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (Awake, the
Voice is Calling Us)

Ottorino Respighi
Concerto gregoriano* [ 33’
I Andante tranquillo

Il Andante espressivo e sostenuto
Il Finale (Alleluja) : Allegro energico

— intermission (20 minutes) —

Sergei Rakhmaninov
Symphony No. 1 D Minor Op. 13
[44]

| Grave — Allegro ma non troppo

Il Allegro animato

Il Larghetto

IV Allegro con fuoco

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profile

Sayaka Shoji, violin

o

ewefounys uiysi

Sayaka Shoji is a violinist who always has a high impact in concerts with
first class orchestras and conductors. She played Respighi's Concerto
Gregoriano at the BBC Proms in London in the summer of 2021, and

Sibelius’ Violin Concerto at the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra’s season

opening concerts under the baton of Lahav Shani in 2022.
She studied at the Chigiana Musical Academy in Siena, Italy with
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Uto Ughi and Riccardo Brengola, and with Shlomo Mintz in Israel, and with Zakhar Bron at

the Hochschule fir Musik und Tanz KéIn, Germany, and became the youngest ever winner

of the 46th Paganini Competition held in Genoa in 1999. Until now, she has played concertos
numerous times under Zubin Mehta and Yuri Temirkanov while also under Gianandrea Noseda
with the Orchestra dell’Academia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia in Rome.

She has an extensive discography. She recorded a collection of Beethoven Violin Sonatas
with the Italian pianist Gianluca Cascioli, and in 2022, Mozart sonatas by gut strings and classical
bows to follow the playing method of the classical period, together with Cascioli's fortepiano.

She has performed with NHK Symphony Orchestra several times. Her last appearance was
in June 2018 when she performed Mendelssohn’s Concerto for Violin and Piano under Vladimir
Ashkenazy and with pianist Vikingur Olafsson.

[Sayaka Shoji by Yoshimichi Okuda, music critic]

Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) / Ottorino Respighi (1879-1936)

Three Chorales

Respighi was a modern Italian composer whose Roman Trilogy (Fountains of Rome, Pines of Rome
and Roman Festivals, 1915-1928) has fascinated orchestra fans. The elaborate scoring skills of the

Bologna-born tone poet was honed in 1900 under Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908), a greatest
orchestrator, while the younger man was working as a viola player in Saint Petersburg.

It was after the premieres of the Roman Trilogy that Respighi penned Three Chorales,
orchestral arrangements of J. S. Bach’s three masterpieces for organ (for two manuals and pedal)
each of which is a setting of a Protestant chorale tune. No. 1 is transcribed from Nun komm’
der Heiden Heiland (Come, Savior of the Heathen) BWV 659 of which Respighi transposed the
mystique to a solemn string sound world. No. 2 is a brief adaptation, marked “scherzando
(playfully),” of Meine Seel’ erhebet den Herren! (My Soul Magnifies the Lord) BWV648 where
Respighi entrusts the chorale melody (derived from a Gregorian chant) to a trumpet. No. 3 is
after Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (Awake, the Voice is Calling Us) BWV645 which is based
on the hopeful tenor aria from Bach’s own cantata BWV140. Respighi’s version is started
by strings alone before the chorale tune enters with woodwinds. The texture becomes more
colorful and thicker slowly to conclude with the brilliant brass support.

Ottorino Respighi
Concerto gregoriano

Respighi left us a vast catalogue containing original compositions inspired by early music as
well as transcriptions of past works. He frequently used medieval church modes — famously in

Pines of Rome —, partly because the singer Elsa Olivieri-Sangiacomo whom he married in 1919
was learned in Gregorian chant (a form of unaccompanied liturgical chant of the Catholic Church).
Concerto gregoriano (1921) lets the solo violinist turn his/her back on any hollow bravura
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so0 he/she leads the orchestra just like a cantor in church. The entire work is characterized

by its use of church modes. The first movement, for example, opens with string chords in
Aeolian mode (A/B/C/D/E/F/G-natural/A) before oboes give the principal theme in Dorian
mode (A/B/C/D/E/F-sharp/G/A). After a cadenza by the soloist alone, the next movement
begins seamlessly with the solo violin quoting Victimae paschali laudes (Praise the Paschal victinr),
a sequence (chanted hymn) for Easter Sunday. The jubilant finale is entitled “Alleluja”: the
recurrent theme intoned by horns at the start then taken over by the solo violin resembles
indeed the melody of the Gregorian chant Alleluia sung before Beatus vir, qui timet (Blessed is
the man that fears the Lord) (Psalm 112:1).

Sergei Rakhmaninov (1873-1943)

Symphony No. 1 D Minor Op. 13

In 1897, the Russian composer Rakhmaninov in his early twenties faced a disaster of the

premiere of his new symphony in Saint Petersburg. He then suffered from deep depression
and writer’s block for three years before restoring his confidence to complete the celebrated
Piano Concerto No. 2. The symphony in question is none other than No. 1 Op. 13.

One theory says that the deciding factor in its fiasco is Alexander Glazunov who led
the first performance. Though an able composer, he seemed not to have much ability for

conducting nor respect for this symphony. LLambasted, it was since never heard during
Rakhmaninov’s lifetime.

When he escaped from his motherland in the aftermath of the 1917 Revolution, the
manuscript score of No. 1 was left there to be lost. After he died abroad, the parts used at the
premiere were discovered in Leningrad. With the score reconstructed from them, the 1945
second performance in Moscow was received enthusiastically.

€202 INNreem le

No. 1is a “cyclic” work, as all the four movements are built of at least two common
motivic/melodic elements. The first element is heralded by woodwinds at the symphony’s
outset, as a swift triplet followed by a D note stressing D minor, the main key. The similar
motives would open the three other movements without exception. The second element is
typical of Rakhmaninov, for its first four notes are stemmed from the Dies irae (Day of Wrath)
melody of the Catholic Mass for the Dead (this sinister melody is famously present in the composer’s
many works). Strings disclose this cyclic element during the introduction of the opening
movement, immediately before a clarinet imitates it as the first sonata theme. The next
fairy movement, a scherzo, and the third slow movement packed with mellifluous tunes are
succeeded by the D-major finale of which the overall mood comes to the fore with an elated
flourish of trumpets. The slower valiant ending is spurred on by tam-tam (gong) used only
during this movement and timpani.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 54
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PROGRAM
Concert No.1987
NHK Hall

June
16(Fri) 7:30pm
17 (Sat) 2:00pm

conductor Gianandrea Noseda | for a profile of Gianandrea Noseda, see p. 52

concertmaster Yosuke Kawasaki | for a profile of Yosuke Kawasaki, see p. 51

[Pre-concert Chamber Music - Exclusive to Program C|

Friday 16th from 6:45pm / Saturday 17th from 1:15pm

Koichi Yokomizo(vn.), Masahiro Morita(vn.), Shotaro Nakamura(vla.), Ryoichi Fujimori(vc.)

Shostakovich / 2 Pieces for String Quartet (I Elegy / I Polka)

* You may enter and leave as you please during the performance. * Enjoy chamber music from your own seat.

Dmitry Shostakovich
Symphony No. 8 C Minor Op. 65
[60']

| Adagio

Il Allegretto

Il Allegro non troppo

IV Largo

V Allegretto

- This concert will be performed with no intermission.
- All performance durations are approximate.

Program Note | Kumiko Nishi

Dmitry Shostakovich (1906-1975)

Symphony No. 8 C Minor Op. 65

Shostakovich lived mostly as a Soviet citizen. On his native soil, especially during the era of
Joseph Stalin from 1924 to 1953, the authorities utilized every art form as a vehicle for their

propaganda. Many of artists who didn’t meet the official Soviet style called “Socialist realism”
were destined for purge, labor camp, torture or execution.
As for Shostakovich, the regime condemned his opera in 1936 so he rehabilitated himself
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writing the “exemplary” Fifth Symphony (1937). Four years later, his Seventh penned in
the midst of the Great Patriotic War (Eastern Front) received worldwide recognition as a
masterpiece prefiguring the triumph against the Nazism. He then set to work on the Eighth
in the summer of 1943 immediately after the Red Army’s victory at Stalingrad. However,
contrary to the Party’s expectation, it didn’t turn out to be another patriotically exultant
symphony with a triumphal finish. Enraged, the Party banned it from performance.

Like Beethoven’s Fifth (Destiny), Shostakovich’s Eighth begins in C minor and ends in C
major, provided their conclusions are miles apart. The latter is cast unconventionally in five
movements of which the last three are played without pause. Moreover, the anguished first
movement in modified sonata form takes up approximately half of the whole symphony. At
the beginning, low strings declare a dreadful three-note motif (C-B flat-C) which would play,
in slightly different shapes, important roles in all other movements. After the next sarcastic
scherzo movement, the machinelike third movement is shackled by a remorseless ostinato
(persistently repeated phrase). The slow fourth movement in G-sharp minor, a passacaglia
(continuous variation on a bass theme), is also haunted by a relentless repeat: tam-tam (gong)
leads to the forceful statement of the theme followed by its eleven variations. The work attains
C major at the opening of the finale in rondo sonata form where the inverted three-note motif
(C-D-C) is the base of the idyllic main theme given by bassoon. The momentary optimism
makes way for a most dispirited C-major close in symphonic history.

€202 INNI"LLR 9L

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 54
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2023-24

2023 R.Strauss Till Eulenspiegels lustige Streiche, symphonic poem Op. 28 Ordinary Youth
September (Till Eulenspiegel’s Merry Pranks) % %
09 9 (Sat) 6:00pm R. Strauss Burleske, D Minor* B 6:700 B 3:300

R. Strauss Aus /talien, symphonic fantasy Op. 16 (From ftaly) ©5400 2500

D4,400 D1,800
E2800 E 1,400

10 (Sun) 2:00pm

Fabio Luisi, conductor
NHK Hall Martin Helmchen, piano*

Mozart Symphony No. 29 A Major K. 201
September Mozart Flute Concerto No. 2 D Major K. 314
20 (Wed) 7:00pm Mozart Symphony No. 39 E-flat Major K. 543

Ordinary Youth

$9,800 S4,500
A8,400 A4,000
B 6,700 B 3,300

21 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 C2500
Ton Koopman, conductor D4400 D180
Suntory Hall Hiroaki Kanda (Principal Flute, NHKSO), flute
Wagner / Vlieger The Ring, An Orchestral Adventure Ordinary Youth
$7,600  S3500
September A6,700  A3,000
15 (Fri) 7:30pm B5,300  B2,400
165 200pm Cuto_am
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E 1,600 E 800
2023 Bruckner Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major Ordinary Youth
$9,800  S4500
October A8400  A4,000
14 (Sat) 6:00pm B6,700 B3,300
S ; C5400 C2500
15 (Sun) 2:00pm D4,400 D1,800
NHK Hall Herbert Blomstedt, conductor E2,800 E 1,400
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 E-flat Major Op. 73, Emperor Ordinary Youth
October Brahms Symphony No. 3 F Major Op. 90 S9800 54500
25 (Wed) 7:00pm A8400 A4000
26 (Thu) 7:00pm 32138 ggggg
Herbert Blomstedt, conductor D4400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Leif Ove Andsnes, piano
Nielsen Aladdin, suite Op. 34—Oriental Festive March, Hindu Dance, ©rdinary Youth
October The Market Place in Ispahan, Negro Dance i7v800 i3-500
bl - 6,700  A3,000
20 (Fri) 7:30pm Sibelius Symphony No. 2 D Major Op. 43 55300 52,400
21 (ss) 200pm Cumo Ciam
NHK Hall Herbert Blomstedt, conductor E1,600 E800
2023 WA\ Sviridov Small Triptych Ordinary Youth
November Prokofiev War and Peace, opera Op. 91—IValtz in scene 2 $9,100 S 4,000
1 1 25 (Sat) 600pm Anton Rubinstein Ballet Music from The Demon, opera QZ’Sgg Qg’zgg
0! —Dance of Girls* Ca800 C2100
26 (Sun) 2:00pm : ) ) y i
Glinka /van Sussanin, opera—Krakowiak D3,800 D1,500
Rimsky-Korsakov Snow Maiden, suite E 2,000 E 1,000
Tchaikovsky / Fedoseyev The Sleeping Beauty, ballet suite
Vladimir Fedoseyev, conductor
NHK Hall *Changed from original program.
Sibelius Tapiola, symphonic poem Op. 112 Ordinary Youth
November Stravinsky Violin Concerto in D igvigg iivggg
15 (Wed) 7:00pm Sibelius Symphony No. 1 E Minor Op. 39 5 5:700 B 3:300
Thu) 71 C5400 C2500
16 ( u) 7:00pm Jukka-Pekka Saraste, conductor D4,400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Pekka Kuusisto, violin
Barték Hungarian Pictures Ordinary Youth
November Liszt Hungarian Fantasy* $7,600 S 3500
N\ . Kodaly Hary Janos, suite A6700 A3000
10 (Fri) 7:30pm B5,300  B2,400
11 (Sat) 2:00pm C4,300  C1,900
Gergely Madaras, conductor D3300 D1400

E 1,600 E 800
(consumption tax included)

NHK Hall Tomoki Sakata, piano*
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NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Wed. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:30pm (doors open at 6:30pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
2023 Concertlor| 2000 The 2000th Subscription Concerts Ordinary Youth
December Mahler Symphony No. 8 E-flat Major, $12,000 S 6,000
1 2 16 (Sat) 6:00pm Symphonie der Tausend (Symphony of Thousand) Q;%ggo gi'ggg
'_ Fabio Luisi, conductor Elena Stikhina, Valentina Farcas, Rie Miyake, sopranos CGYSOO c 3’200
17 (Sun) 2:00pm Olesya Petrova, Catriona Morison, altos Michael Schade, tenor D5:000 D2:500
Luke Sutliff, baritone David Steffens, bass E3300 E 1,600
New National Theatre Chorus, chorus -
NHK Hall NHK Tokyo Children Chorus, children chorus
IR Haydn Symphony No. 100 G Major Hob. I-100, Military Ordinary Youth
December Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1 E-flat Major igvﬂ i“vﬂ
6 (Wed) 700pm Reger Variations and Fugue on a Theme by Mozart Op. 132 Bg*‘;gg Bg'ggg
7 (Thu) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor gi‘:gg gf‘ggg
Suntory Hall Alice-Sara Ott, piano —
ConcertNo.| 1998 Humperdinck Hansel und Gretel, opera—Prelude (Hensel and Gretel) Ordinary Youth
Berlioz Symphonie fantastique, Op. 14 (Fantastical Symphony) S7,600 S3500
December ' : :
A6,700_ A3,000
1 (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B 2400
Sat) 2 C4300  C1,900
2 (Sat) 2:00pm D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E1,600 E800
2024 ConcertNoy 2001 Bizet / Shchedrin Carmen Suite, ballet Ordinary Youth
January Ravel Ma mére I'Oye, suite (Mother Goose) $9,100 S 4,000
. Ravel La valse, ballet A7,600 A3500
13 (Sat) 6:00pm B5900 B2,800
Sun) 2:000m C4,800 C2,100
14 (Sun) 2:00p D3,800  D1,500
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor E2000 E1,000
TITETE  Mozart Sinfonia Concertante for Violin and Viola E-flat Major K. 364~ Ordinary Youth
January Beethoven Symphony No. 3 E-flat Major Op. 65, Eroica (Heroic Symphony) igvigg ij’ggg
24 (Wed) 7:00pm Tugan Sokhiev, conductor B6,700 B3300
25 (Thu) 7:00pm  Sunao Goko (Guest concertmaster, NHKSO), violin* €5400 C2500
Junichiro Murakami (Principal Viola, NHKSO), viola D4,400 D1,800
Suntory Hall *Changed from initially scheduled.
T Liadov Kikimora, légende Op. 63 Ordinary Youth
January Prokofiev /Sokhiev Romeo and Juliet, ballet suite $7,600 S 3500
A6,700  A3,000
19 (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B 2,400
20(5) 200pm i Ciag
E1600 E800
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor
2024 Johann Strauss Il /m Krapfenwald’l, Ordinary Youth
February polka frangaise Op. 336 (/n Krapfen's Woods) $9,800 S4,500
02 3 (Sat) 600pm Shostakovich Suite for Variety Orchestra No. 1 gz;‘gg ’;‘a"ggg
0P —March, Lyrical Waltz, Little Polka, Waltz Il y y
. C5400 C2500
4 (Sun) 200pm  gpostakovich Symphony No. 13 B-flat Minor Op. 113, Babi Yar 54400 D1800
Michiyoshi Inoue, conductor E2800 E1400
NHK Hall Evgeny Stavinsky, bass* Orphei Drangar, male chorus*
TIE Ravel Rapsodie espagnole (Spanish Rhapsody) Ordinary Youth
February Prokofiev Violin Concerto No. 2 G Minor Op. 63 S9800 $§4500
14 (Wed) 7:00pm Falla E/ sombrero de tres picos, ballet (complete) (The Three-Cornered Hat)* % %
: Pablo Heras-Casado, conductor 9 5:400 o] 2:500
15 (Thu) 7:00pm Augustin Hadelich, violin D4,400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Tamayo Yoshida, soprano*
I Wagner Siegfried ldyll Ordinary Youth
February R. Strauss Ein Heldenleben, symphonic poem Op. 40 (A Hero’s Life) $7600 S 3,500
A6,700  A3,000
9 (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B2400
Sat) 2 C€4,300 C1,900
10 (Sat) 2:00pm D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Eiiji Oue, conductor E1,600 E800

(consumption tax included)
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- Concerts will have a duration of 60 to 80 minutes without an interval.
Program (] - Pre-concert chamber music performance by the NHK Symphony Orchestra members will be held on stage
(from 6:45pm on 1st day and from 1:15pm on 2nd day).

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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2024 Schubert Symphony No. 4 C Minor D. 417 Ordinary Youth
April Brahms Symphony No. 1 C Minor Op. 68 $9,100 $4,000
A7,600 A3500
04 13 (sat) 6:00pm B5900 B 2800
S ; C4,800 C2,100
14 (sun) 200pm D3,800 D1,500
NHK Hall Marek Janowski, conductor E2000 E1,000
Schumann Genoveva, opera Op. 81—Overture Ordinary Youth
April Schumann Cello Concerto A Minor Op. 129 i:vigg iivggg
24 (Wed) 7:00pm Schumann Symphony No. 2 C Major Op. 61 5 6:700 5 3:300
25 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400_ C25600
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor D4400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Kian Soltani, cello
Bruckner Symphony No. 7 E Major Ordinary Youth
: $7,600 S 3500
April A6,700 A3,000
19 (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B 2400
Sat) 2:00pm C4,300 C1,900
20(sat) 2:00p! D3:300 D1,400
NHK Hall Christoph Eschenbach, conductor E1600 E800
2024 Panfili Abitare la battaglia [Japan Premiere] Ordinary Youth
May Respighi Fontane di Roma, symphonic poem (Fountains of Rome) $9,800 $4500
05 Respighi Pini di Roma, symphonic poem (Pines of Rome) A8400 A4,000
11 (Sat) 6:00pm S . ’ B 6,700 B 3,300
12 (sun) 200 Respighi Feste Romane, symphonic poem (Roman Festivals) CEa00" C2800°
(5um) 2:00pm D4,400  D1,800
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E2800 E1400
Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1 D Minor Op. 15 Ordinary Youth
May Nielsen Symphony No. 2 B Minor Op. 16, The 4 Temperaments ig-igg i:vggg
22 (Wed) 7:00pm B6,700 B3,300
p
23 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 C2,500
Fabio Luisi, conductor D4400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Rudolf Buchbinder, piano
Mendelssohn A Midsummer Night's Dream Ordinary Youth
May —Ouverture, Nocturne, Scherzo, Wedding March S7600 S 3500
" : A6,700  A3,000
17 (Fri) 7:30pm Mendelssohn Symphony No. 5 D Minor Op. 107, Reformation B5300  B2400
Sat) 2t €4,300 C1,900
18 st) 200pm D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E 1,600 E 800
2024 Scriabin Réverie, Op. 24 Ordinary Youth
June Scriabin Piano Concerto F-sharp Minor Op. 20 $9,100 S 4,000
06 8 (Sat) 6:00pm Scriabin Symphony No. 2 C Minor Op. 29 g;-ggg ’;gvggg
9 (Sun) 2:00pm C4,800 €2,100
Keitaro Harada, conductor % E‘v%
NHK Hall Kyohei Sorita, piano E2000 E1000
Webern Passacaglia Op. 1 Ordinary Youth
June Schénberg Violin Concerto Op. 36 igvzgg iiggg
19 (Wed) 7:00pm J. S. Bach / Webern Ricercata . m m
20 (Thu) 7:00 Schubert Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major D. 485 C5400 C2500
u) 7:00pm 5 €2500
Masato Suzuki, conductor D4400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Isabelle Faust, violin
Ibert Escales (Ports of Call) Ordinary Youth
June Ravel Piano Concerto for the Left Hand $7,600 §3500
14 (Fri) 7:300m Debussy Nocturnes* gg.;gg gg,ggg
15 (Sat) 2:00pm Nodoka Okisawa, conductor C4,300 C1,900
Denis Kozhukhin, piano D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall The Philharmonic Chorus of Tokyo, female chorus* E1600 E800

(consumption tax included)
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