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You are free to take stage photos
during the curtain calls at the end of the performance.

You can take photos with your smartphone or compact digital camera.
When you share the photos on social media, please add #nhkso.
Be careful to avoid accidentally including any audience members in your photos.
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Auto cedfias Off

Set your device to

“flash off mode.”
Make sure that your smartphone is on
“flash off mode” before taking photos.
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: Please wait until the performance has completed
before clapping hands or shouting “Bravo.”
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Please kindly keep in mind the following:
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Be sure to set your phone to silent mode and turn off Please refrain from entering or leaving your seat
2N your watch alarm etc. during the performance. during the performance.
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Please refrain from making any noise, such as engaging
in private conversations or turning booklet pages.

Your proper hand disinfection
and cough etiquette are highly appreciated.
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Do not disturb others by overly swaying your body. Video or audio recordings, and still photography at the
4 v vingy! v auditorium are strictly prohibited during the performance.
(Except at the time of the curtain calls at the end of the concert.)
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Please refrain from visiting the concert hall Please make sure

if you have a fever or feel unwell. that your hearing aids are properly fitted.
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NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Chief Conductor: Fabio Luisi

Music Director Emeritus: Charles Dutoit

Honorary Conductor Laureate: Herbert Blomstedt

Conductor Laureate: Vladimir Ashkenazy

Honorary Conductor: Paavo Jarvi

Permanent Conductors: Tadaaki Otaka, Tatsuya Shimono

First Concertmaster: Sunao Goko, Kota Nagahara

Guest Concertmaster: Yosuke Kawasaki

1st Violins

Shirabe Aoki
Ayumu lizuka
O Kyoko Une
Yuki Oshika
O Ryota Kuratomi
Ko Goto
Tamaki Kobayashi
Toshihiro Takai
Taiga Tojo
Yuki Naoi
Yumiko Nakamura
Takao Furihata
Hiroyuki Matsuda
O Haruhiko Mimata
Nana Miyagawa
O Tsutomu Yamagishi
O Koichi Yokomizo

2nd Violins

© Rintaro Omiya

© Masahiro Morita
Maiko Saito

O Keiko Shimada
Reika Shimizu

O Atsushi Shirai

O Akiko Tanaka
Kirara Tsuboi
Yosuke Niwa
Kazuhiko Hirano
Yoko Funaki
Kenji Matano
Ryuto Murao
Masaya Yazu
Yoshikazu Yamada

O Masamichi Yokoshima
Yuka Yoneda

* Yui Yuhara

Violas

© Ryo Sasaki

© Junichiro Murakami

Y¢ Shotaro Nakamura
Shigetaka Obata
Eri Kuribayashi

[J Gentaro Sakaguchi
Mayumi Taniguchi
Hiroto Tobisawa

O Hironori Nakamura
Naoyuki Matsui
Rachel Yui Mikuni

# Yuya Minorikawa

O Ryo Muramatsu

* Shiori Wada

Cellos

© Rei Tsujimoto

© Ryoichi Fujimori
Hiroya Ichi
Yukinori Kobatake

O Miho Naka

O Ken’ichi Nishiyama
Shunsuke Fujimura
Koichi Fujimori
Hiroshi Miyasaka
Yuki Murai
Yusuke Yabe

O Shunsuke Yamanouchi
Masako Watanabe

Contrabasses

© Shu Yoshida

O Masanori Ichikawa
Eiji Inagawa

O Jun Okamoto
Takashi Konno

O Shinji Nishiyama
Tatsuro Honma
Yoko Yanai

Flutes

© Masayuki Kai

© Hiroaki Kanda
Maho Kajikawa

# Junji Nakamura

Oboes

© Shuhei Nakamura

© Yumi Yoshimura
Shoko Ikeda
Izumi Tsuboike
Hitoshi Wakui

Clarinets

© Kei Ito

© Kenji Matsumoto
Hiroki Domen
Takashi Yamane

Bassoons

© Hironori Ugajin
© Kazusa Mizutani
Shusuke Ouchi
Yuki Sato
Itaru Morita

Horns

© Hitoshi Imai
Naoki Ishiyama
Yasushi Katsumata
Hiroshi Kigawa
Yudai Shoji
Kazuko Nomiyama

<> Nobuaki Fukukawa

Trumpets

© Kazuaki Kikumoto
© Tomoyuki Hasegawa

Tomoki Ando
Kotaro Fujii
Eiji Yamamoto

Trombones

© Hikaru Koga
© Mikio Nitta
Ko Ikegami
Hiroyuki Kurogane
* Hayato Konno

Tuba

Yukihiro Ikeda

Timpani

© Shoichi Kubo
¥¢ Toru Uematsu

Percussion

Tatsuya Ishikawa
Hidemi Kuroda
Satoshi Takeshima

Harp

Risako Hayakawa

Stage Manager

Masaya Tokunaga

Librarians

Akane Oki
Hideyo Kimura

(O Principal, & Guest Principal, ¥¢ Acting Principal, O Vice Principal, (I Acting Vice Principal, # Inspector, *Intern)
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PROGRAM

NHK Hall

November
7 (Sat) 6:00pm
8(Sun) 2:00pm
conductor Tugan SOkhieV
violin Mayuko Kamio

concertmaster Sunao Goko

Sergei Prokofiev Dmitry Shostakovich =
. . . ©

Violin Concerto No. 1 D Major Symphony No. 8 C Minor Op. 65 z
Op. 19[23] (60] N
I Andantino | Adagio — Allegro non troppo — Adagio >
Il Scherzo: Vivacissimo Il Allegretto
Il Moderato 11l Allegro non troppo

IV Largo
— intermission (20 minutes) — V Allegretto

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor

Internationally renowned conductor Tugan Sokhiev, one of the last stu-
dents of legendary teacher llya Musin at the St. Petersburg Conservatory,
divides his time between the symphonic and operatic repertoire. He was
newly appointed Principal Conductor and Artistic Advisor of the Orches-

tre de la Suisse Romande beginning with this season.

P A former Music Director of the Orchestre national du Capitole de
Toulouse, he enjoys close and privileged relationships with orchestras such as the Wiener, Ber-
liner and Miinchner Philharmoniker orchestras, Symphonieorchester des Bayerischen Rund-
funks and Gewandhausorchester Leipzig. Outside Europe, he is invited to conduct the finest U.S.
orchestras including the Boston and Chicago Symphony Orchestras. Passionate about his work
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with singers, he was Music Director and Chief Conductor of the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow
from 2014 to 2022. Recently, he conducted a new production of /olanta at the Wiener Staat-
soper and gave tours with the Wiener Philharmoniker (Asia), the Miinchner Philharmoniker (Asia
and Europe) and the Staatskapelle Dresden (Europe), conducting the Wiener Philharmoniker’s
celebrated Sommernachtskonzert in the Schonbrunn Palace.

Highlights of the last season include his collaborations with the Wiener Philharmoniker for
their gala concert celebrating Johann Strauss II's 200th birthday, with the Berliner Philharmoni-
ker at the Osterfestspiele Salzburg, his Cleveland Orchestra debut, and his conducting of a new
production of Tannh&user at the Opernhaus Zurich.

He made his NHK Symphony Orchestra debut in 2008 conducting Shostakovich's Sym-
phony No. 5. Since his first appearance at their subscription concerts in 2013, he has spent
several weeks almost every year with the orchestra. This time, he programed orchestral works
by Beethoven and Russian composers, coupling them with Prokofiev's and Rachmaninov’s
concertos to collaborate with soloists Mayuko Kamio and Alexandre Kantorow, both the Inter-
national Tchaikovsky Competition winners.

Mayuko Kamio, violin

Japanese violinist Mayuko Kamio, the gold medalist of the 2007 Interna-
tional Tchaikovsky Competition, is widely praised for her luxurious silken

efjuiey 010XEND

tone, long expressive phrasing and virtuoso techniques.
She made her concerto debut in Tokyo at age 10 under the baton of
— Charles Dutoit, in a concert broadcast on NHK television. She has since

;/ R ™y ‘ appeared with the world's eminent ensembles and musicians, including
the Tonhalle-Orchester Ziirich with Mstislav Rostropovich, Israel Philharmonic and Miinch-
ner Philharmoniker both under Zubin Mehta, and the Budapest Festival Orchestra under Ivan
Fischer.

She was trained by Dorothy DelLay and Masao Kawasaki at the Aspen Music Festival and
in the pre-college division of The Juilliard School, before studying with Koichiro Harada at the
Toho Gakuen School of Music. She then worked with Zakhar Bron at the Hochschule fiir Musik
und Theater in Zurich.

She has collaborated with the NHK Symphony Orchestra regularly for many years. As for
Prokofiev, she performed his Violin Concerto No. 2 with the orchestra under Tugan Sokhiev in
2008 and under Vladimir Ashkenazy in 2011. This time, she will play the composer’s concerto
No. 1 rejoining the orchestra led by Sokhiev.

She plays on the 1731 “Rubinoff” made by Antonio Stradivari, kindly offered by the Munetsugu
Collection in Tokyo.
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Program Notes

Sergei Prokofiev (1891-1953)

Violin Concerto No. 1 D Major Op. 19

Born in Sontsivka village (today in Ukraine) in Imperial Russia, Sergei Prokofiev was
trained by Anatoly Lyadov (1855-1914) and Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908) at
the Saint Petersburg Conservatory. The young composer-pianist Prokofiev attracted the
Russian music scene’s attention as a daring “enfant terrible” with his earliest compositions
marked by a fierce modernism as represented by the Piano Concerto No. 1 (1912).

Following the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, Prokofiev left his home in May 1918 by
permission of the Soviet authorities. For the next eighteen years, he traveled back and
forth between America and Europe in pursuit of greater renown. His Violin Concerto
No. 1, penned in 1916-1917, is one of his masterpieces born of his brilliant inspiration
just before this emigration, alongside works including the opera The Gambler (1915-1917),
Symphony No. 1 Classical (1916-1917), and Visions fugitives (1915-1917) for piano.

Prokofiev wrote the Violin Concerto No. 1 with the premiere in his mind by the Pol-
ish violinist Paul Kochanski, then based in Russia. However, this didn’t happen due to the
revolutionary turmoil. It finally received the world-premiere in 1923 in Paris under Serge
Koussevitzky (who had just fled the USSR) conducting his own orchestra and its concert
master Marcel Darrieux as soloist. To Parisian audiences seeking out the cutting edge, this
concerto evidently sounded outdated and overly Romantic. The legendary violinist Joseph
Szigeti was one of the first to make its true worth known to the world, delivering its bril-
liant rendition in Prague and Leningrad in 1924, before becoming the first in the world to
record it in 1935.

This concerto takes an unusual tempo layout with three slow-fast-slow movements.
The first movement, often likened to a daydream, has the violin solo introduce the drift-
ing first theme marked “sognando (dreamily)” at the start, and the bouncy second theme
played “narrante (like a story-telling).” In contrast, the middle scherzo movement offers a
demoniac motoric burst of notes typical of Prokofiev. The finale takes us back into the lyr-
ical world of daydreams, and concludes amidst an ethereal atmosphere recalling the end of
the first movement.

Dmitry Shostakovich (1906-1975)

Symphony No. 8 C Minor Op. 65

Dmitri Shostakovich was born in Saint Petersburg a decade before the Russian Empire
collapsed. The son of an amateur singer father (who was an engineer) and a pianist
mother, he revealed his astonishing musical talent soon after he started to play piano and
compose at an early age. During the turbulence following the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution,
he studied composition with Maximilian Steinberg (Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s pupil and
son-in-law) at the Petrograd (Saint Petersburg) Conservatory. Starting with the successful
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1926 premiere of the Symphony No. 1, Shostakovich went on to establish himself as the
most important symphonist to follow Gustav Mahler (1860-1911) and Jean Sibelius
(1865-1957).

Having experienced the Revolution at age 11, Shostakovich remained behind the Iron
Curtain, unlike Sergei Rakhmaninov (1873-1943) who exiled himself, Igor Stravinsky
(1882-1971) who decided to stay in the West, nor above-mentioned Prokofiev who lived
outside the USSR for almost two decades. On their native soil, especially during the era
of Joseph Stalin from 1924 to 1953, the authorities utilized every art form as a vehicle for
their propaganda. Many of artists who didn’t meet the official Soviet style called “socialist
realism” were destined for purge, labor camp, torture or execution.

As for Shostakovich, the regime condemned his opera in 1936 so he rehabilitated
himself writing the “exemplary” Symphony No. 5 (1937). Four years later, his Symphony
No. 7 Leningrad, penned in the midst of the Great Patriotic War (Eastern Front), received
worldwide recognition as a masterpiece prefiguring the triumph against the Nazism. He
then set to work on the Symphony No. 8 in the summer of 1943 immediately after the Red
Army’s victory at Stalingrad. However, contrary to the Party’s expectation, it didn’t turn
out to be another patriotically exultant symphony with a triumphal finish. Enraged, the
Party would later ban it from performance.

Like Ludwig van Beethoven’s Fifth (Destiny), Shostakovich’s Eighth begins in C
minor and ends in C major, provided their conclusions are miles apart. The latter is cast
unconventionally in five movements of which the last three are played without pause.
Moreover, the anguished first movement in modified sonata form takes up approximately
half of the whole symphony. At the beginning, low strings declare a dreadful three-note
motif (C—B-flat—C) which would play, in slightly different shapes, important roles in all
other movements. After the next sarcastic scherzo movement, the machinelike third move-
ment is shackled by a remorseless ostinato (persistently repeated phrase). The slow fourth
movement in G-sharp minor, a passacaglia (continuous variation on a bass theme), is also
haunted by a relentless repeat: tam-tam (gong) leads to the forceful statement of the theme
followed by its eleven variations. The work attains C major at the opening of the finale in
rondo sonata form, where the inverted three-note motif (C-D-C) is the base of the idyllic
main theme given by bassoon. The momentary optimism makes way for likely the most
dispirited C-major close in symphonic history.

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon Il, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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Concert No.2076
Suntory Hall

November

19(Thu) 7:00pm

20(Fri) 7:00pm
conductor Tugan SOkhieV | for a profile of Tugan Sokhiev, see p. 55
piano Alexandre Kantorow

concertmaster Sunao GOkO

Sergei Rakhmaninov Peter llich Tchaikovsky

Piano Concerto No. 2 C Minor The Nutcracker, ballet Op. 71
Op. 18 [34'] (Selected by Tugan Sokhiev) [38']

| Moderato Overture

Il Adagio sostenuto [Act 1]

Il Allegro scherzando No. 10 Scene (In the Magic Castle on the

Sugar Mountain)

No. 11 Scene (Clara and the Prince)
No. 12 Divertissement

a. Chocolate (Spanish Dance)

b. Coffee (Arabian Dance)

c. Tea (Chinese Dance)

d. Trepak (Russian Dance)

e. Dance of the Reed-Pipes

f. Mother Gigogne and the Clowns
No. 13 Waltz of the Flowers
No. 14 Pas de deux

c. Variation 2 Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy

— intermission (20 minutes) —
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a. Intrada

- All performance durations are approximate.
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Artist Profile
Alexandre Kantorow, piano
{ -

z S

In 2019, aged 22, Alexandre Kantorow became the first French pianist
to win the Gold Medal at the International Tchaikovsky Competition,
along with the rarely awarded Grand Prix, granted only three times in the
competition’s history. In 2024, he received the esteemed Gilmore Artist

Award, solidifying his place as one of the world's leading pianists. A for-
mer student of Pierre-Alain Volondat, Igor Lazko, Frank Braley, and Rena
Shereshevskaya, he is in demand today at the highest level across the globe, performing in the
world’s finest halls both in recital and with the most renowned orchestras and conductors.

Highlights of the last season include a tour of Japan with the Royal Concertgebouw
Orchestra under Klaus Makela, European tours with the Filarmonica della Scala under Riccardo
Chailly and the London Philharmonic Orchestra under Paavo Jarvi, and a tour to the U.S. with
the Philharmonia and Marin Alsop including a performance at Carnegie Hall. In July 2024, he
performed Ravel's Jeux d’eau at the opening ceremony of the Paris Olympic Games.

This is his first collaboration with the NHK Symphony Orchestra. Conductor Tugan
Sokhiev, whom he has frequently co-starred with, was on the podium when the pianist made
his sensational Berliner Philharmoniker debut in 2023.

Program Notes

Sergei Rakhmaninov (1873-1943)
Piano Concerto No. 2 C Minor Op. 18

Born into a Russian noble family, Sergei Rakhmaninov received training as a piano prod-

igy in Saint Petersburg, before studying piano and composition in Moscow. After leaving
his beloved native land ruled by the Soviets following the 1917 Russian Revolution, he
spent the rest of his days in exile and passed away in the USA.

A key work of his pre-exile period, Piano Concerto No. 2 was composed in 1900—
1901. Its successful first performance was for him the exit of a long tunnel, for he had suf-
fered from a loss of self-confidence and writer’s block since the fiasco of the 1897 premiere
of his Symphony No. 1. He dedicated the Concerto to the physician and hypnotist Nikolai
Dahl who treated him to restore his confidence.

The Concerto is an eloquent witness of Rakhmaninov’s reliance on the Western
19th-century Romantic idioms. This was unswerving during his long life treading in the
footsteps of his idol Peter Ilich T'chaikovsky (discussed below) who trained Anton Arensky
(1861-1906), Rakhmaninov’s harmony teacher. The Concerto is known as a tremendously
difficult piece for pianists, as Rakhmaninov wrote it for himself who was a top piano virtu-
oso with phenomenally large hands.

The opening movement is in sonata form. Piano solo prefaces it with a solemn eight
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bars showing how deeply Russian church bells were engraved in Rakhmaninov’s mind.
Then strings state the first weighty, wavy theme in the home key. The E-flat-major second
theme introduced by piano is a tenderer and more lyrical nature. The middle movement
has also a brief preamble followed by A—-B—A form. Flute and then clarinet give the mellif-
luous main tune for the A section. As if breaking a stillness, the next movement begins with
a march-like brilliant introduction. In this finale, two opposed moods alternate due to two
main elements recurring: the effervescent first theme with staccato is launched immedi-
ately by piano, and later the placid second theme appears on oboe and violas before being
sung by piano with a resounding voice. The concerto heads toward an exultant C-major
conclusion.

Peter llich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

The Nutcracker, ballet Op. 71 (Selected by Tugan Sokhiev)

At the forefront of Russian Romanticism, Peter Ilich Tchaikovsky is well-known for his
innate good sense of melody writing and his style deeply rooted in the Western, European
tradition. He achieved lasting fame particularly with his three ballet scores, Swan Lake, The
Sleeping Beauty and The Nutcracker.

The year 1886 was definitely a crucial one for Tchaikovsky and Russian ballet his-
tory, as Ivan Vsevolozhsky, then the director of the Imperial Theatres in Saint Petersburg,
took two drastic measures. One was relocating the Imperial Ballet from the aging Bolshoi
Kamenny Theatre to the newer Mariinsky Theatre. The other, was putting an end to
the post of principal composer at the Imperial Ballet aiming at diversifying ballet music.
This would give birth to The Sleeping Beauty and The Nutcracker (premiered respec-
tively in 1890 and 1892 at the Mariinsky Theatre) of which Vsevolozhsky commissioned
Tchaikovsky to compose the scores. More than a decade had passed then, since the com-
poser suffered a bitter experience at the 1877 premiere of Swan Lake in Moscow with his
music being treated disrespectfully.

The first half (Act 1) of the fairy-ballet The Nutcracker is set in a house where the
family of young Clara hosts a gathering around a beautiful Christmas tree. Clara’s god-
father gives her a nutcracker doll as a present. In the middle of the night, after the guests
have left and everyone but Clara has fallen asleep, the Nutcracker, now life size and joined
by gingerbread soldiers, begins the battle against the mice led by their King. Clara res-
cues the Nutcracker from a life-threatening situation, so he defeats the Mouse King. The
Nutcracker transforms into a human prince and, in gratitude, invites Clara to the LLand of
Sweets ruled by the Sugar Plum Fairy.

For today’s concert, our conductor Tugan Sokhiev selected some numbers from the
second half (Act 2) of the ballet. They will be preceded by the ballet’s famous, fairytale-like
Overture calling for only high-pitched instruments. Sokhiev’s idea is to immediately
invite his audience to a party to welcome Clara in the Land of Sweets where a succes-
sion of musically inventive, captivating, and at times exotic dances unfolds. Following
the Overture, the entrance of Clara and the Nutcracker Prince into the Land of Sweets is
informed with sparkling In the Magic Castle on the Sugar Mountain (No. 10 Scene)
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where a celesta (bell-piano) representing the Sugar Plum Fairy and harps play prominent
roles. The highlights of this Sokhiev Selections are two pieces performed towards the end:
Waltz of the Flowers (No. 13), opened with an enchanting tonal cascade on a harp, has
tuneful string melodies, while Variation II: Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy (No. 14
Pas de deux) showcasing the dreamlike, metallic timbre of a celesta is a fine example of
T'chaikovsky’s boundless musical imagination.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 58
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Concert No.2075
NHK Hall

November

13(Fri) 7:00pm

14(Sat) 2:00pm
conductor Tugan SOkhieV ‘ for a profile of Tugan Sokhiev, see p. 55
concertmaster

Kota Nagahara

NHKSO 100th Anniversary:

Beethoven Symphony Cycle 3

Ludwig van Beethoven
Coriolan, overture Op. 62 [8']

Ludwig van Beethoven
Symphony No. 2 D Major Op. 36
[37']

| Adagio molto — Allegro con brio

Il Larghetto

Il Scherzo: Allegro

IV Allegro molto

— intermission (20 minutes) —

Ludwig van Beethoven
Symphony No. 6 F Major Op. 68,
Pastoral [40']

Angenehme, heitere Empfindungen,
welche bei der Ankunft auf dem Lande
im Menschen erwachen: Allegro ma non
troppo

Szene am Bach: Andante molto moto
Lustiges Zusammensein der Landleute:
Allegro

Donner, Sturm: Allegro

Hirtengesang, Wohltatige, mit Dank an die
Gottheit verbundene Geflihle nach dem
Sturm: Allegretto

- All performance durations are approximate.

Program Notes

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

Coriolan, overture Op. 62

One of the figures who made the most significant contribution to classical music history,

German composer LLudwig van Beethoven established his career in Vienna, Austria. He

arrived in the Capital of Classical Music in 1792 as a virtuoso pianist-composer and
keyboard-improviser. After studying composition under Joseph Haydn (1732-1809) and

others there, he premiered his Symphony No. 1 in 1800 to mark a crucial step forward as

a symphonist.
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The dramatic overture Coriolan in C minor, written in early 1807, dates from the
same period as the Symphony No. 4. The first performances of the two works were
allegedly the highlights of the private concerts held in March 1807 at the palace of the
composer’s patron Prince Lobkowitz in Vienna.

Beethoven wrote the overture for the play of the same name by his close friend
Heinrich Joseph von Collin, while it is unclear whether the composition was spontaneous
or requested. This five-act tragedy concluding with the noble death of Roman general
Coriolanus, had enjoyed popularity and frequent revivals since its 1802 premiere.

The overture conveys the characters’ personalities and the atmospheres of the drama’s
crucial moments through music, rather than faithfully tracing the plot. Opened by a few
tense chords, the overture in sonata form has the fervently combative first theme evoking
the war-hero protagonist, and the affectionate second theme likely portraying his family
who dissuade him from attacking his home city of Rome.

Ludwig van Beethoven

Symphony No. 2 D Major Op. 36

The current season of the NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo (herecafter NHKSO) has
invited us on a journey through all of Beethoven’s nine symphonies. This is to mark the
200th anniversary of his death and the 100-year milestone of the NHKSO since its 1926
foundation. In 1927, the newborn orchestra commemorated the 100th anniversary of the

composer’s death performing seven of his symphonies and three of his piano concertos.
The NHKSO has since deepened its relationship with his great musical legacy.

Compared to his teacher Haydn who left us a significant number of symphonies,
Beethoven composed only a handful. Each of his nine symphonies are nevertheless monu-
mental in their own way and represent watershed moments, not only in his career but also
in music history. For many composers after Beethoven, writing the “first” symphony was a
synonym with confronting a nemesis, not to mention Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) who
spent over twenty years to complete his No. 1.

As an opposite case of Gustav Mahler (1860-1911) who wrote the dark Symphony
No. 6 Tragische (Tragic) at the peak of his happiness, Beethoven composed the cheerful
Symphony No. 2 in D major facing his deteriorating hearing in despair. He started work
on it in earnest in the autumn of 1801—after he had completed works including the Piano
Sonata No. 14 Moonlight—and perfected the symphony in 1802 presumably while resting
in the village of Heiligenstadt following his doctor’s advice. During this stay, Beethoven
penned the famous Heiligenstadt Testament. In this letter addressed to his brothers, he
writes his suffering of hearing difficulty, feelings of loneliness and isolation, suicidal urges
that tormented him, yet his steadfast determination to fulfill his mission as an artist.

The Symphony No. 2 was premiered in April 1803 at the Theater an der Wien, where
Beethoven served as the resident composer. It adopts, overall, a conventional structure fol-
lowing Haydn, while one catches glimpses throughout of Beethoven’s eagerness to breathe
new life into this genre even more than in his No. 1 (1799).

During the extended introduction of the opening movement, Beethoven surprises
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us with his astonishingly bold key changes. The subsequent main sonata section, marked
Allegro con brio (fast and with vigor), has low strings introduce the elating first theme
in D major, before the winds present the bucolic second theme in A major. The second
movement in A major, performed without trumpets and timpani, is well-known for its
melodious beauty. The third movement in D major is historically significant, as Beethoven
replaces the traditional courtly minuet movement with an energetic and lively scherzo
for the first time in his symphonies. The finale, again in D major, is a rondo-sonata. The
principal (rondo) theme, given at the start, is of comical nature, and the large coda in high
spirits is packed with various unexpected twists.

Ludwig van Beethoven

Symphony No. 6 F Major Op. 68, Pastoral

Beethoven penned his Symphony No. 6 from 1807 to 1808. It was premiered in Decem-
ber 1808 in Vienna together with its exceedingly famous symphonic sibling No. 5 (Des-
tiny). The two works are generally regarded as worlds apart, No. 6 being considered much
more moderate in respect of style and character like his other even-numbered symphonies.
However, it is in reality as epochal as No. 5 in another way, as it blazed a trail for future
programmatic symphonies with the genuine Romantic spirit such as Symphonie fantastique
(1830) by Berlioz and acres of symphonic (tone) poems.

Worthy of mention is that No. 6 is Beethoven’s only symphony having five move-

ments (moreover, the last three ones are performed continuously) and official program-

matic contents: he called the work “Pastoral Symphony, or Recollections of Country Life”
and imparted each movement a detailed, descriptive subtitle. Nevertheless, he reminded us
about his ultimate objective, emphasizing that the work is “more an expression of feeling
than tone-painting.”

920¢ \ON 7L R €L

This novel stance is explicitly found in the subtitle of the literally-pastoral first move-
ment “Awakening of cheerful feelings on arrival in the countryside.” The listeners may
well project this protagonist with “feelings” on Beethoven himself who loved spending
time in nature. He ingeniously built this entire sonata movement with the opening melodic/
rhythmic motifs heard on the first violins (A-B-flat-D-C / C-B-flat-A-G-C). The most
realistic and picturesque is the second movement “Scene by the brook.” Here, the com-
poser even specifies which birds solo wind instruments embody during the cadenza-like
moment towards the end: nightingale (flute), quail (oboe) and cuckoo (clarinets). The next
merry scherzo is said to parody a-slightly-lazy rural bandsmen at moments. The fourth
movement is scored for the largest orchestra of the whole symphony including timpani
and piccolo which portray thunder and lightning respectively. The finale, or “Shepherd’s
song. Cheerful and grateful feelings after the storm,” closes the symphony in peace giving
thanks to the Creator.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 58
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The Subscription

Concerts Program 2026-27

NHK Hall

Fabio Luisi, conductor

Yol A [Lcenceino 2077 INHKSO 100th Anniversary Ordinary Youth
November Falla E/ sombrero de tres picos, ballet suite No. 2 il}ggg i‘;'ggg
1 2 28 (Sat) 6:00pm (The Three-Cornered Hat) - B11500 B5500
Ravel Piano Concerto G Major 9500 C4500
29 (sun) 2:00pm . ) : ) £9500 €4500
Program A of the December Berlioz Symphonie fantastique, Op. 14 (Fantastic Symphony) D7,500 D 3,500
subscription concerts will B E5500 E2,500
be held in November. Charles Dutoit, conductor -
NHK Hall Martha Argerich, piano
B [ concertiol 2079 Mozart Die ZauberflGte, opera K. 620 — Overture (The Magic Flute) Ordinary Youth
December Srnka Smoke for Cello and Orchestra [NHKSO 100th Anniversary Commissioned S 12,000 S 6,000
1 o (Thu) 7:00pm Work / Co-commission with the Czech Philharmonic / World Premiere] % %
1 (F _)7_(')0 P Mendelssohn Symphony No. 3 A Minor Op. 56, Scottish C6500 C3250
n) 70%m Maxim Emelyanychev, conductor D5,500 D 2,750
Suntory Hall Nicolas Altstaedt, cello
ConcertNos 2078 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Beethoven Symphony Cycle 4 Ordinary Youth
December Beethoven Symphony No. 4 B-flat Major Op. 60 % ig%
4 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven -Symphony No. 7 A Major Op. 92 B8000 B3600
(S ) 200 Charles Dutoit, conductor C6500 C3250
5 at) 2:00pm - Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 Choral is scheduled to be performed D5,500 D 1,900
NHK Hall at the “Beethoven ‘9th’ Symphony Concert” at the end of 2026 (conductor: Marek Janowski). E 3:300 E1 ,‘600
2027 Wi\ EIESITHERER  Mahler Symphony No. 9 D Major Ordinary Youth
$13,000 S6,500
January A 11,000 A5,200
16 (Sat) 6:00pm B8,500 B 4,000
Sun) 2:00pm C7,000 C3500
17 (5um) P D5,600 D 2,000
E3,500 E 1,700

There will be no subscription concerts of Program B

in January, February, April, May, and June due to renovation of Suntory Hall.

Ordinary Youth
January Sgrensen Evening Land (2017) i%‘;gg igrggg
22 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 1 C Major Op. 15 BB000  B3.600
23 (sat) 200pm Nielsen Symphony No. 6, Sinfonia semplice C6500 C3,250
: D5500 D 1,900
Fabio Luisi, conductor E3,300 E 1,600
NHK Hall Alessandro Taverna, piano
2027 W\ Bach / Webern Musikalisches Opfer, BWV 1079 - Ricercar 4 6 voci ~ Ordinary Youth
February (The Musical Offering - 6 Voice Fugue) $10,000 $5,000
O 2 6 (Sat) 6:00pm Mabhler 5 Lieder nach Texten von Friedrich Riickert % %
: P! (5 Songs after Friedrich Riickert) ) 5’ 200 C 2’ 550
7 (Sun) 2:00pm Schénberg Chamber Symphony No. 2 Op. 38 D4300 D1500
Schubert Symphony No. 7 B Minor D. 759, Unvollendete E2,200 E 1,000
(Unfinished Symphony)
NHK Hall Antonello Manacorda, conductor André Schuen, baritone

There will be no subscription concerts of Program B in January, February, April,

May, and June due to renovation of Suntory Hall.

February
12 (Fri) 7:00pm
13 (sat) 2:00pm

NHK Hall

| 66 ‘ NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Schumann Genoveva, opera Op. 81 — Overture
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 2 B-flat Major Op. 19
Hisatada Otaka Ashiya Otome, symphonic poem Op. 9
Panufnik Symphony No. 2, Sinfonia Elegiaca

Tadaaki Otaka, conductor
Yunchan Lim, piano

Ordinary

$10,000
A8500
B 6,500
C5,400
D 4,300
E 2,200

Youth

$5,000
A 4,000
B 3,100
C2,550
D 1,500
E 1,000
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NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:00pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
2027 P IR Mendelssohn Violin Concerto E Minor Op. 64 Ordinary Youth
April R. Strauss Eine Alpensinfonie Op. 64 (An Alpine Symphony) $13,000 S 6,500
4 p AT11,000 A5,200
10 (Sat) 6:00pm B8500 B 4,000
11 (Sun) 2:00pm C7,000 C 3500
Fabio Luisi, conductor Eg’ggg %
NHK Hall James Ehnes, violin £3,500 E1,700
B There will be no subscription concerts of Program B
in January, February, April, May, and June due to renovation of Suntory Hall.
SR 2055 Ordinary Youth
vora e Noon Witch, symphonic poem Op. i i
pri Dvotak The Noon Witch h Op. 108 510000 85000
23 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven_'\ Plang Concerto No. 3 C Minor Op. 37 W W
24 (sat) 2:00pm Unsuk Chin Subito con forza C5400 C2550
o Shostakovich Symphony No. 9 E-flat Major Op. 70 D4,300 D 1,500
E2200 E 1,000
Elim Chan, conductor
NHK Hall Alice Sara Ott, piano
2027 W\ IO Grieg Piano Concerto A Minor Op. 16 Ordinary Youth
Ma Stenhammar Symphony No. 2 G Minor Op. 34 §12,000 $6,000
y A10,000 A5000
8 (Sat) 6:00pm B8,000 B3,600
9 (Sun) 2:00pm €6,500 C 3,250
Paavo Jarvi, conductor 55'500 E 1,900
NHK Hall Denis Kozhukhin, piano E3300 E1600
B There will be no subscription concerts of Program B
in January, February, April, May, and June due to renovation of Suntory Hall.
ConceitiNon 2087 Ordinary Youtn
May Lully Le bourgeois gentilhomme, ballet % ii%
21 (Fri) 7:00pm (The Bourgeg/s Gentleman/Excerpts) . m W
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 4 G Major Op. 58
22 (Sat) 2:00pm ; ‘ C6,000 C2800
R. Strauss Der Biirger als Edelmann, suite Op. 60 D5,000 D 1,800
(The Bourgeois Gentleman) E 3,000 E 1,400
Kent Nagano, conductor
NHK Hall Till Fellner, piano
2027 TRl Mozart Symphony No. 35 D Major K. 385, Haffner Ordinary Youth
June Bruckner Symphony No. 3 D Minor, Wagner-Symphonie $12,000 $6,000
(Third Version / 1889) A10000 A5,000
5 (Sat) 6:00pm B 8000  B3,600
Sun) 2:00pm C6,500 C 3,250
6 (Sun) 2:00p! D5500 D1,900
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor E3300 Et600
There will be no subscription concerts of Program B
in January, February, April, May, and June due to renovation of Suntory Hall.
Goel 2089 Ordinary Youth
June Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 E-flat Major Op. 73, Emperor S$11,000 $5,600
) R. Strauss Ein Heldenleben, symphonic poem Op. 40 (A Hero’s Life) A9500 A4500
18 (Fri) 7:00pm . ' " B7,600 B 3,500
- €6,000 C 2,800
t) 2+ \ ]
19 (Sat) 200pm D5,000 D1,800
Thomas Guggeis, conductor E3,000 E1,400
NHK Hall Kirill Gerstein, piano (tax included)
All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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NHK WORLD-JAPAN is the international
service of Japan's public media organization.
It provides a global audience with information
about Japan and Asia on TV, radio, and
online. Content is available in English and
other languages.

Disaster and safety-related information is updated instantly,
via emergency alert screens on the website and push notifications
on the app.

Get real-time alerts from our app.
WEarthquake, Tsunami, and Weather Emergency Warnings
Available in: English, Chinese, French, Hindi, Indonesian,
Korean, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Thai, Vietnamese
(iPhone, Android) BIBreaking News (English)
ADownload here. 3 App settings are required.
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NHKSO

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

TOKYO

Special Concert

A%, N#em ks 5 h) | B[R

Ry TEHEREODIGHND 1T EBH ) VRERINBWY 769 $5Hit: <@ ]/7 . «\7/ 7 A 3'\_.

Bach / Canonic Variations on Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her BWV 769
AT IR

Masayo Katsuyama, organ ITZ) /AR | AV - 75 ) gilhhkd

NS00 AR AT e et = L A A 22 5 FI=I W EAK | RZRNYRY RV 2o Fam—

BE L WETA RS Y 2 H—Z Tokyo Opera Singers, chorus
)Lﬂ HEH 9 % #%ﬂ p}ﬂ ;‘"E}‘E‘nf!ﬁli EEFF Kyohei Tomihira, rlw}ms max:j'
Em125 GO ]

Beethoven Symphony No 9 D Mmor Op 125 Chmal
|

_"v nnul"-““‘ 3 »f.

Marek Janowski, conductor

Mari Moriya, Yuki Sugiyama,  Kota Murakami,  Tomasz Konieczny,
soprano mezzo soprano tenor bass-baritone
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Beethoven Symphony No. 9 D Minor Op. 125, Choral
20264
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Beethoven 9th Symplhiony Concerts
T fif

il P

Marek Janowski,

conductor
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NHKSO 100th Anniversary Commemoration:

th New Year Concerts 2027 i
SO Fabio Luisi, conductor

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTIA milla Nylund, soprano -
TOKYO Klaus Florian Vogt. tenor
NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo
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January
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NHK Hall
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