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You are free to take stage photos
during the curtain calls at the end of the performance.

You can take photos with your smartphone or compact digital camera.
When you share the photos on social media, please add #nhkso.
Be careful to avoid accidentally including any audience members in your photos.

[75vyoal#d7
ETEFESEDHREN
WIHNI, RT—RT74 DT 51 /ED
[A7JIcBoTVW DT HRBES RO L LET,

7> (GamIst) +7
On (Forcedflash) Off

Set your device to
“flash off mode.” [} \R
Make sure that your smartphone is on

“flash off mode” before taking photos.

AT—R73VDT7Tv1%A7ICTBHE | ZLOBIETIE. IASBEOEEOTEDEZPIC, 75y 1 DREERT L (H3
FUR—0)EEETA ALY RRINTVET, TNERYTTHIET, [A2 GaslRn) [TBB(A-N ][4 7] ICEBTEET,

-
BLCIRETA—J BB LS
BERIREORBEET
HEEBRAOLRAL HELAEL
Please kindly keep in mind the following: :| Please wait until the performance has completed
before clapping hands or shouting “Bravo.”
2 NFPIIEHFEE. ® ERPOARBIS
Bt D77 —LFRBTERIES L TEELEEN
Be sure to set your phone to silent mode and turn off Please refrain from entering or leaving your seat
2N your watch alarm etc. during the performance. during the performance.
FhiE. /XU TLy M EHLBELE, EYLEFIEOHEE.
MEPHEVWESITERELEEN B IF7y MoZHALEED

Please refrain from making any noise, such as engaging
in private conversations or turning booklet pages.

Your proper hand disinfection
and cough etiquette are highly appreciated.

KESFREBOLAVFERVELENTEHE BATORE. 7T, FRBVIZEKHHRYOALET
OEERICTEBELZTRIIEPHLEEN (KHEBEOH—F72A-LEDE)
Do not disturb others by overly swaying your body. Video or audio recordings, and still photography at the

auditorium are strictly prohibited during the performance.
(Except at the time of the curtain calls at the end of the concert.)

REZFOHHFATREFICIT WEBDVELLERBEINTLSD
IRBESRALIL (@ p))| cHEcEEL
Please refrain from visiting the concert hall Please make sure

if you have a fever or feel unwell. that your hearing aids are properly fitted.
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NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Chief Conductor: Fabio Luisi

Music Director Emeritus: Charles Dutoit

Honorary Conductor Laureate: Herbert Blomstedt

Conductor Laureate: Vladimir Ashkenazy

Honorary Conductor: Paavo Jarvi

Permanent Conductors: Tadaaki Otaka, Tatsuya Shimono

First Concertmaster: Sunao Goko, Kota Nagahara

Guest Concertmaster: Yosuke Kawasaki

1st Violins

Shirabe Aoki
Ayumu lizuka
O Kyoko Une
Yuki Oshika
O Ryota Kuratomi
Ko Goto
Tamaki Kobayashi
Toshihiro Takai
Taiga Tojo
Yuki Naoi
Yumiko Nakamura
Takao Furihata
Hiroyuki Matsuda
O Haruhiko Mimata
Nana Miyagawa
O Tsutomu Yamagishi
O Koichi Yokomizo

2nd Violins

© Rintaro Omiya

© Masahiro Morita
Maiko Saito

O Keiko Shimada
Reika Shimizu

O Atsushi Shirai

O Akiko Tanaka
Kirara Tsuboi
Yosuke Niwa
Kazuhiko Hirano
Yoko Funaki
Kenji Matano
Ryuto Murao
Masaya Yazu
Yoshikazu Yamada

O Masamichi Yokoshima
Yuka Yoneda

* Yui Yuhara

Violas

© Ryo Sasaki

© Junichiro Murakami

Y¢ Shotaro Nakamura
Shigetaka Obata
Eri Kuribayashi

[J Gentaro Sakaguchi
Mayumi Taniguchi
Hiroto Tobisawa

O Hironori Nakamura
Naoyuki Matsui
Rachel Yui Mikuni

# Yuya Minorikawa

O Ryo Muramatsu

* Shiori Wada

Cellos

© Rei Tsujimoto

© Ryoichi Fujimori
Hiroya Ichi
Yukinori Kobatake

O Miho Naka

O Ken’ichi Nishiyama
Shunsuke Fujimura
Koichi Fujimori
Hiroshi Miyasaka
Yuki Murai
Yusuke Yabe

O Shunsuke Yamanouchi
Masako Watanabe

Contrabasses

© Shu Yoshida

O Masanori Ichikawa
Eiji Inagawa

O Jun Okamoto
Takashi Konno

O Shinji Nishiyama
Tatsuro Honma
Yoko Yanai

Flutes

© Masayuki Kai

© Hiroaki Kanda
Maho Kajikawa

# Junji Nakamura

Oboes

© Shuhei Nakamura

© Yumi Yoshimura
Shoko Ikeda
Izumi Tsuboike
Hitoshi Wakui

Tomoki Ando
Kotaro Fujii
Eiji Yamamoto

Trombones

© Hikaru Koga

© Mikio Nitta
Ko Ikegami
Hiroyuki Kurogane

Tuba

Yukihiro Ikeda

Clarinets

O Kei Ito

© Kenji Matsumoto

* Hiroki Domen
Takashi Yamane

Bassoons

© Hironori Ugajin
© Kazusa Mizutani
Shusuke Ouchi
Yuki Sato
Itaru Morita

Timpani

© Shoichi Kubo
¥¢ Toru Uematsu

Percussion

Tatsuya Ishikawa
Hidemi Kuroda
Satoshi Takeshima

Harp

Risako Hayakawa

Horns

© Hitoshi Imai
Naoki Ishiyama
Yasushi Katsumata
Hiroshi Kigawa
Yudai Shoji
Kazuko Nomiyama

<> Nobuaki Fukukawa

Trumpets

© Kazuaki Kikumoto
© Tomoyuki Hasegawa

Stage Manager

Masaya Tokunaga

Librarians

Akane OKki
Hideyo Kimura

(© Principal, & Guest Principal, ¥¢ Acting Principal, O Vice Principal, CJActing Vice Principal, # Inspector, *Intern)
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PROGRAM

NHK Hall

April
11 (Sat) 6:00pm

12(Sun) 2:00pm
conductor FabiO LU.ISI
cello ]an Vogler

concertmaster  Kota Nagahara

Franz Joseph Haydn Anton Bruckner

Cello Concerto No. 1 C Major Symphony No. 9 D Minor [64']
Hob. Vlilb-1 [24'] | Feierlich, misterioso

|  Moderato Il Scherzo: Bewegt, lebhaft

Il Adagio Il Adagio: Langsam, feierlich

Il Finale: Allegro molto

— intermission (20 minutes) — - All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles
Fabio Luisi, conductor

Fabio Luisi hails from Genoa. He first conducted the NHK Symphony

Orchestra in 2001 and became its Chief Conductor in September
2022. He performed Verdi's Requiem to celebrate his appointment, and
Mahler's Symphonie der Tausend for the orchestra’s 2000th subscrip-

(Ld3S) ezefiy ANSIAQ

tion concert in 2023. In 2024, he led the orchestra’s Taiwanese tour,
‘-- and then in May 2025, he successfully led its European tour scheduled
in conjunction with Amsterdam’s Mahler Festival at The Concertgebouw, the Prague Spring
Festival and the Dresdner Musikfestspiele: the NHK Symphony Orchestra was the first Asian
orchestra to appear at the Mahler Festival, performing the composer’s Symphonies No. 3 and
No. 4 to critical praise. In September 2028, he will become Honorary Conductor Laureate of the
NHK Symphony Orchestra.

Currently he serves as the Principal Conductor of the Danish National Symphony Orches-
tra and the Music Director of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, and previously he was General
Music Director of the Opernhaus Ziirich, Principal Conductor of New York’s Metropolitan
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Opera, Chief Conductor of the Wiener Symphoniker, General Music Director of the Staatska-
pelle Dresden and the Sachsische Staatsoper, Principal Conductor and Chief Conductor of the
MDR-Sinfonieorchester, Artistic Director of the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, Chief Con-
ductor of the Tonklnstler Orchester and Artistic Director of the Grazer Symphonisches Orches-
ter. He is also Music Director of Puglia’s Festival della Valle d'ltria Martina Franca and Emeritus
Conductor of Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della Rai. He is a frequent guest of leading orches-
tras including the Berliner Philharmoniker, the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra and the Saito
Kinen Orchestra, opera houses and festivals worldwide.

In recording, his complete Nielsen symphonic cycle with the Danish National Symphony
Orchestra was recognized with Limelight and Abbiati Awards in 2023, while its first volume was
named Recording of the Year by Gramophone. He received a Grammy Award for his leadership
of the last two operas of Wagner’s Ring cycle at the Metropolitan Opera, as released on DVD.
His first CD with the NHK Symphony Orchestra, Bruckner: Symphony No. 8 (1st version) was
released in May 2025.

He is an accomplished composer and maker of perfumes.

Jan Vogler, cello

Berlin-born world-renowned cellist Jan Vogler is praised by The New York
Times for his “soulful, richly hued playing,” and the Frankfurter Allgemeine

G015 00IE NS

Zeitung touts his ability “to make his cello speak like a singing voice.”

His distinguished career as soloist has brought him together with

. internationally acclaimed orchestras, such as the New York Philharmonic,

wll~= | Chicago, Boston and Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestras, Orchestre sym-
phonique de Montréal, London Philharmonic Orchestra, Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin,
Gewandhausorchester Leipzig, Symphonieorchester des Bayerischen Rundfunks, Wiener Sym-
phoniker, Miinchner Philharmoniker and the Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia
alongside renowned conductors including Fabio Luisi, Lorin Maazel, Andris Nelsons, Antonio
Pappano and Kent Nagano.

He has been Intendant of the renowned Dresdner Musikfestspiele since October 2008 as
well as Artistic Director of the Moritzburg Festival since 2001. He is constantly looking for new
ways to combine music with other arts as well. In 2024, he gave a highly acclaimed concert with
inaugural-poet Amanda Gorman in Carnegie Hall. He has also collaborated with actor Bill Murray
for their joint musical-literary project “Bill Murray, Jan Vogler & Friends — New Worlds.”

For his first appearances in the NHK Symphony Orchestra’s subscription series, he will
serve as the soloist for Haydn's Cello Concerto No. 1 under the direction of Fabio Luisi. In May
2025 Vogler made his debut with the orchestra, conducted by Luisi, performing the same work in
Dresden as part of the orchestra’s European tour.

Awarded the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany, he plays the Stradivari ‘Ex
Castelbarco/Fau’ 1707 cello.
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Program Notes

Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)

Cello Concerto No. 1 C Major Hob. Viib-1

Given the deserved title “Father of Symphony” today, Austrian composer Franz Joseph
Haydn established the First Viennese School which was further developed and led to per-
fection by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) and Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827).
Highly respected already while he was alive, Haydn left us an enormous number of mas-
terful vocal and instrumental works.

For a large part of his artistic life, Haydn served the wealthy Esterhazy family. His
main workplace was the court of this Hungarian noble family in Eisenstadt, Austria, not far
from the Hungarian border. Around the time when they hired Haydn on May 1st, 1761 as
their Vice-Kapellmeister (vice-music director), their orchestra was small. It had not more than
fifteen members, all of whom, however, were excellently skilled (it gradually extended to around
twenty-three at its height). During his earliest years at the court from 1761 until 1766 when
he was promoted to Kapellmeister, Haydn was a uniquely prolific composer of concertos
and symphonies. They were dotted with unusually virtuosic passages for these musicians
to play, as represented by the famous Symphonies No. 6 Morning, No. 7 Noon and No. 8
Evening (1761).

One of these elites was cellist Joseph Franz Weigl (1740-1820) who joined the Ester-
hazy orchestra on June 1st, 1761 on Haydn’s suggestion. It is believed that the Cello Con-
certo No. 1 in C major was written in around 1762-1765 for Weigl to serve as the soloist.
At the premiere, he was possibly the only cellist who also played the orchestral cello part.

The opening movement in sonata form shows a remnant of the Baroque concerto,
or more specifically, its ritornello form which vividly contrasts tutti (full orchestra) with
solo. The winds (oboes and horns) are absent during the calm middle movement, which is
followed by the finale, a brisk sonata-allegro. Throughout the concerto, the cello solo fully
maximizes the instrument’s technical and expressive potential playing multiple stops (pro-
ducing several notes simultaneously), speedily repeating notes, quickly moving from a register to
another and lyrically singing.

Anton Bruckner (1824-1896)

Symphony No. 9 D Minor

As with Mozart’s Requiem K. 626, Anton Bruckner’s Symphony No. 9 was left unfinished
in 1896 when he passed away at age 72. According to his maid, he was working on the
incomplete final (fourth) movement on the day he breathed his last. Dedication “to the
beloved God,” No. 9 has been often linked with this deeply religious composer facing the
final phase of his life in this world.

Born near Linz, Bruckner, as a boy, was led to his Catholic beliefs at the church where
his father was a music director. The child subsequently became a chorister at St. Florian
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Monastery where he deepened his faith. He later made a living as a church organist prior
to moving to Vienna in 1868 in his mid-forties. The late bloomer had to long put up with
the cold treatment of his works, until the successful premiere in Leipzig of the Symphony
No. 7 spread his fame far and wide in 1884 when he was sixty. The work’s ensuing Vien-
nese premiere in 1886 won a rave review, before he received the Order of Franz Joseph
from the Emperor and an honorary doctorate from the University of Vienna.

Bruckner set to work on No. 9 in 1887. The reason why his last nine years were not
enough for him to finish it was his intense urge to retouch his earlier works. The compo-
sition of No. 9 was interrupted by his absorption in revising works including No. 8, after
the rejection of its first version by the conductor Hermann Levi, a champion of Bruckner’s
music, had injured the latter’s pride. Meanwhile, Bruckner’s health gradually worsened
after 1891, which depleted his time, leaving us the finished three movements and the
unfinished finale of No. 9. The symphony has since been programmed without the finale
customarily, which is the case in today’s concert using the score edited by Leopold Nowak.

Bruckner’s No. 9 clearly follows Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 (1824) in terms of
tonality (D minor) and structure with the Scherzo movement preceding the Adagio (slow)
movement. That said, Bruckner’s last tonal cathedral—his symphonies are often called so
due to their large scale, massive sound, meditative moments and frequent general (long)
pauses evoking a cathedral’s long reverberation—is one of a kind. Headed “solemn, myste-
riously,” the opening movement is written as a freely designed three-theme sonata (instead
of the traditional two-theme), Bruckner’s favorite form. The Scherzo in D minor, started with
a dissonant Tristan chord (after Richard Wagner whom Bruckner worshiped), has an unusually
rapid trio (central) section. The awe-inspiring Adagio in E major is concluded tranquilly
after quoting Bruckner’s different own music including the finale of No. 5, the beginning
of No. 7 and the Adagio of No. 8, as if they were flashbacks.

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon I, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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Concert No.2061
Suntory Hall

April

16 (Thu) 7:00pm
17 (Fri) 7:00pm

conductor Fabio LulSl | for a profile of Fabio Luisi, see p. 69
olarinet Kenji Matsumoto
concertmaster Sunao Goko

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Clarinet Concerto A Major K. 622
[27']

I Allegro

Il Adagio

Il Rondo: Allegro

— intermission (20 minutes) —

Gustav Mahler

Symphony No. 5 C-sharp Minor [70']

| Trauermarsch: In gemessenem Schritt,
Streng. Wie ein Kondukt

Il Stlrmisch bewegt, mit groBter Vehemenz

11l Scherzo: Kraftig, nicht zu schnell

IV Adagietto: Sehr langsam

V Rondo - Finale: Allegro

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profile

Kenji Matsumoto, clarinet

One of Japan's foremost clarinetists, Kenji Matsumoto joined the NHK
Symphony Orchestra in 2002 and became its Principal Clarinet in 2011.
He debuted at the orchestra as a concerto soloist performing Paul
Hindemith's Concerto for Woodwinds, Harp and Orchestra under the
baton of Marek Janowski in 2017.

After being trained in Japan, he was accepted into the Conservatoire

national supérieur de musique de Paris in 1993. He graduated from the clarinet course in 1997

receiving the Léon Leblanc Special Award, and from the chamber music course the following

year.

A top prize winner at the 6th Japan Woodwind Competition, the 4th Japan Clarinet Com-
petition and the 22nd Toulon International Music Competition (France), he studied clarinet with
Akira Tsunoda, Koichi Hamanaka, Kazuko Ninomiya, Kahori Takemori, Michel Arrignon, Jérome
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Julien-Laferriére and Alain Damiens, and chamber music under Daria Hovora, Pierre-Laurent
Aimard and Jean-Guihen Queyras.

An enthusiastic music educator and chamber musician as well, he is a member of the
chamber orchestra ARCUS and the Trio Cing Anches.

This is his solo concerto debut at the NHK Symphony Orchestra’s subscription concerts.
Led by their Chief Conductor Fabio Luisi, they will play Mozart's popular Clarinet Concerto that
the composer wrote for his friend and clarinet virtuoso Anton Stadler.

Program Notes

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)
Clarinet Concerto A Major K. 622

This year, the world has celebrated the 270th anniversary of the birth of Austrian com-

poser Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart who led a short but dense artistic life. He left us two
genuine masterpieces for clarinet, the Clarinet Quintet K. 581 (1789) and today’s Clarinet
Concerto K. 622 (1791) both written in A major. They were born during his productive
final years in Vienna where he, now a freelance musician, earned his daily bread by com-
posing, performing concerts, giving private lessons and having his works published.

When composing the two works, Mozart derived inspiration from his close friend and
Austrian clarinet player Anton Stadler (1753-1812). The latter was then active as a mem-
ber of Vienna’s court orchestra but also as a first-rate soloist, while his instrument hadn’t
played a major part yet in the classical music scene of the time. Stadler is said to have liked
playing the second (lower) clarinet part in orchestra, and he is also known as the inventor of
the basset clarinet (manufactured by Theodor Lotz in 1787) which was an extended instrument
providing some additional lower notes than the standard clarinet. In fact, Mozart originally
wrote the Quintet K. 581 and the Concerto K. 622 for Stadler to perform with his basset
clarinet. Although it didn’t come into common use (nowadays the two works are usually per-
formed on a clarinet in A), we must be grateful to Stadler for his invention and friendship with
Mozart which resulted in such important repertories.

The Clarinet Concerto was completed in early October 1791, two months before
Mozart passed away, to be his last concerto. Stadler is believed to have given its first
performance in Prague while the composer was still alive. The work is in the traditional
three-movement form but without any cadenza (a soloist’s customary solo without orchestra).
The clarinet part, sometimes virtuosic and sometimes serenely lyrical, makes us easily
picture Stadler’s “soft tone and his ability to change registers quickly and with remarkable
ease,” as reported by contemporary newspapers.
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Gustav Mahler (1860-1911)

Symphony No. 5 C-sharp Minor

Born in Kalischt, Bohemia (in the Austrian Empire) in 1860, Gustav Mabhler is considered a
late-Romantic titan for his expressive and deeply reflective symphonies of great length.
His writing is influenced by Richard Wagner (1813-1883) when it comes to rich harmonies,
extreme chromaticism, long-stretched melodies and colossal orchestration.

Mahler combined orchestral and vocal music in his Symphonies No. 2 Auferstehung
(Resurrection) (1894: with vocal soloists and a mixed chorus), No. 3 (1896: with a vocal soloist, a chil-
dren’s choir and a female chorus) and No. 4 (1900: with a vocal soloist). No. 5 was a major turning
point for the composer’s output in that it parted from voices/lyrics and thus returned to a
purely instrumental symphony. The composition took place mainly at the Austrian lakeside
resort Maiernigg during the summers of 1901 and 1902. One of the best conductors of
all time, Mahler himself led the Giirzenich-Orchester Koln for its world premiere held in
1904.

No. 5 includes “Adagietto,” his best-known movement for the public through Luchino
Visconti’s movie Death in Venice (1971) where we hear this serene, longing-like music. One
of the biographical anecdotes regarding this movement concerns his wife Alma, whom

Mabhler met and married during the period he was writing this symphony. According to a
note by the conductor Willem Mengelberg who was champion of Mahler’s music and close
to the couple, “Adagietto” was the composer’s declaration of love to her.

Mabhler groups five movements into three parts to create a symmetrical structure
around the central third movement. Its overall design starting in a minor key and ending in
major evokes the dramatic tonal catharsis (C minor to C major) that Ludwig van Beethoven
(1770-1827)’s Symphony No. 5 (1808) has.

[Part 1] The symphony begins in C-sharp minor as a funeral march. The opening

9202 '"dV LI B9l

gloomy fanfare by trumpet solo reminds us of, again, Beethoven’s No. 5, more precisely its
famous “fate” motto (brief theme) with four notes. Mahler indicates that the second move-
ment, still in dismal tone (A minor), should be “Stiirmisch bewegt, mit grofiter Vehemenz
(Moving stormily, with the greatest vehemence).” The brass chorale appearing for an instance at
its closing phase foretells the bright conclusion of this symphony.

[Part 2] The third movement, the longest one in this symphony, is a pleasant D-major
scherzo where French horns play a vital role from the very outset. The soloistic obbligato
horn part in particular makes this movement resemble a horn concerto.

[Part 3] There is no pause between the fourth movement “Adagietto,” performed
only by harp and strings, and the merry fifth movement in rondo form. Following a pas-
toral introduction, this polyphonic finale in D major, often compared with the one from
Mozart’s last Symphony No. 41 Fupiter, comes to a triumphant denouement looking back
forcefully on the brass chorale of the second movement.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 72
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NHK Hall

Concert No.2062

April

24 (Fri) 7:00pm
25(Sat) 2:00pm

conductor Tatsuya Shimono
piano Kyohei Sorita
concertmaster Yosuke Kawasaki

Yuzo Toyama

Divertimento for Orchestra [15']
I Allegro

Il Andante

Il Allegro

Sergei Prokofiev

Piano Concerto No. 3 C Major
Op. 26 (27

I Andante - Allegro

II' Andantino

11l Allegro, ma non troppo

— intermission (20 minutes) —

Akira Ifukube

Ballata Sinfonica (Symphonic Ballad)

(18]

Prima Ballata: Allegro capriccioso, ritmico e
marcato

Seconda Ballata: Andante rapsodico

Benjamin Britten

Peter Grimes, opera

—Four Sea Interludes Op. 33a [17']
| Dawn

II' Sunday Morning

Il Moonlight

IV Storm

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles

Tatsuya Shimono, conductor

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

One of Japan’s leading conductors, Tatsuya Shimono has been Perma-
nent Conductor of the NHK Symphony Orchestra since 2023. He is cur-
rently Principal Guest Conductor of the Sapporo Symphony Orchestra
and Conductor Laureate of the Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra after
having served as its General Music Director for seven years. He has also
been Music Director of the Hiroshima Wind Orchestra since 2011.
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Trained in orchestral conducting at the Toho Gakuen School of Music, Japan, and at the
Accademia Musicale Chigiana, Italy, he attracted much attention by winning the First Prize
and the Hideo Saito Award at the Tokyo International Music Competition for Conducting in
2000 and the First Prize at the Besangon International Competition in 2001. He has since been
a much-sought-after conductor among Japan’s major orchestras and has guest conducted
renowned orchestras around the world such as the Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale di
Santa Cecilia, Orchestra Sinfonica di Milano Giuseppe Verdi, Radio-Sinfonieorchester Stuttgart
des SWR, Siidwestdeutsche Philharmonie Konstanz, Czech Philharmonic, Orchestre national
Bordeaux-Aquitaine, Orchestre philharmonique de Strasbourg, Orquestra Simfonica de Barce-
lona i Nacional de Catalunya, Sinfonia Varsovia and the Wiener KammerOrchester.

Since his debut with the NHK Symphony Orchestra performing Beethoven's Symphony
No. 7 in 2005, he has conducted them on many occasions including their subscription concerts
and tours. This time, he will collaborate with them for a unique program featuring four compos-
ers including two Japanese as part of the projects marking the orchestra’s 100th anniversary
year. Furthermore, he will soon lead the orchestra joined by pianist Kyohei Sorita in Singapore
to give a special concert commemorating the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations between
Singapore and Japan.

Kyohei Sorita, piano

The winner of the silver medal at Warsaw's 2021 International Chopin
Piano Competition, Japanese pianist Kyohei Sorita is a favorite on the
international classical music scene today.

After winning the First Prize at the Music Competition of Japan in
2012, he pursued advanced studies at the Tchaikovsky Conservatory in

Moscow and the Chopin University of Music in Warsaw. His international
career gained momentum in 2023 with a lauded debut with the Miinchner Philharmoniker, fol-
lowed by his dazzling 2024 performance with the Mozarteumorchester Salzburg as both pianist
and conductor. In 2025, he made his highly anticipated debut at the Salzburger Festspiele along-
side the Mozarteumorchester, becoming the first Japanese artist to perform in the dual role of
soloist and conductor at this prestigious festival.

Multitalented, he is also the founder, producer and conductor of the Japan National Orches-
tra and operates his own record label.

He made his NHK Symphony Orchestra debut in 2017 and most recently, in 2024, he collab-
orated with them playing Scriabin’'s Piano Concerto with Keitaro Harada conducting. This time,
he will perform Prokofiev's Piano Concerto No. 3 with Tatsuya Shimono leading the orchestra,
before departing for Singapore together with them for their concert commemorating the 60th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between Singapore and Japan.
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Program Notes

Yuzo Toyama (1931-2023)

Divertimento for Orchestra

To commemorate its 100th anniversary since its 1926 foundation, the NHK Symphony
Orchestra (hereafter NHKSO) has given the Japanese Composer Series with three unique
programs this year. Among them is today’s featuring two Japanese composers whom the
NHKSO had a close relationship with.

Yuzo Toyama led Japan’s post-war classical music scene. He studied composition in
Tokyo with Kanichi Shimoosa (1898-1962), a pupil of Paul Hindemith, before honing his
musical skills in Vienna. Toyama first joined the NHKSO as a Percussion Trainee in 1952 and
became their Assistant Conductor two years later. Since his official conducting debut with the
NHKSO in 1956 at age 25, he regularly led it both inside and outside the country. In 1979,
the NHKSO appointed him Permanent Conductor, the post he held until his passing.

Toyama as a composer left us numerous works across a variety of genres. As with
his representative work Rhapsody for Orchestra (1960), Divertimento for Orchestra (1961) is
a treasure chest of folk melodies from various parts of Japan. The NHKSO assumed the
Japanese premiere in 1963.

The opening movement evokes the country’s cheery folk music world with high notes
from the flutes and steady timpani beats. The first theme given at the outset by horns and
cellos is a take on the folk song Donpan-bushi from Akita (bushi means tune), while the calmer
second theme introduced by an oboe is after Kiso-bushi from Nagano. The dreamy middle
movement is based on the folk songs Aizu Bandaisan (Mount Bandai) from Fukushima and
Hietsuki-bushi from Miyazaki. The rhythmic impetus of the finale, a rondo, drives this fes-
tive movement to the frenetic ending.

Sergei Prokofiev (1891-1953)
Piano Concerto No. 3 C Major Op. 26

Born in Imperial Russia (today in Donetsk Oblast, Ukraine), Sergei Prokofiev lived overseas

for eighteen years following the Bolshevik Revolution. He left Petrograd (St. Petersburg) in
May 1918 by permission of the Soviet authorities and, avoiding western disasters of war,
headed east for America via Vladivostok. This four-month voyage let him stop by Japan
for two months giving three piano recitals in Yokohama and Tokyo before he reached New
York in September 1918. Interestingly, he told his diary what he experienced on the Land
of the Rising Sun during the summer.

The globe-trotter composer set to work on the Piano Concerto No. 3 in 1917 before
leaving his homeland, continued penning it while traveling, and completed it in the sum-
mer of 1921 in France. The same year, he served as the soloist at the world premiere
with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra in the USA. While the Chicagoan audience didn’t
receive it enthusiastically, the 1922 successful French premiere in Paris under the baton of
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his compatriot Sergei Koussevitzky set the work’s unwavering popularity off.

Composer Akira Ifukube (discussed below) wrote that this concerto is “a masterpiece”
that “fully demonstrates his [Prokofiev’s] preference for clear lines.” A clarinet duet opens
the brief melodious introduction, before the energetic first movement, a sonata, begins to
rush like the wind. The middle movement first presents a rather sarcastic theme, which
is followed by its five variations. The final movement is a rondo (A-B-A'-C-A"—coda). The
rondo (recurrent) theme given by bassoons and strings at the start, is written in the Japanese
pentatonic (five-note) Miyako-bushi scale aside from whether the composer intended it or
not. And the melody is often said in Japan to be inspired by the country’s traditional music
Echigo Jishi (Lion), although the theory remains without foundation. Regardless, the theme
makes the piano and orchestra get into a heated discussion without delay, so they can head
for the highly determined conclusion in C major.

Akira Ifukube (1914-2006)
Ballata Sinfonica (Symphonic Ballad)

A herald of Japan’s classical music, Akira Ifukube beat a path for younger composers such
as Toru Takemitsu (1930-1996) and afore-mentioned Yuzo Toyama. Born in the country’s
northern island Hokkaido, Ifukube spent his childhood surrounded by folk tunes sung by
different settlers and music of the Ainu, the local ingenious population. He took up play-
ing violin before beginning to teach himself composition as a teenager. He would remain
self-taught except for about a month of instruction he received in 1936 from Alexander
Tcherepnin (whose father Nikolai Tcherepnin taught Prokofiev).

Ifukube’s style is characterized by folk colors and powerful rhythms which he
expressed precisely by his skillful orchestration. Also, he often made use of ostinato, tech-
nique of repeating persistently a rhythmic and/or melodic pattern. These features are even
found in the main theme he wrote for the 1954 movie Godzilla. While the soundtrack has
brought his name to wide audience, he composed a number of classical works including
Ballata Sinfonica (1943).

Dedicated to the memory of his brother who died in 1942, Ballata Sinfonica consists
of two “ballads.” According to Ifukube, ballad is “an ancient form in which dance and
music blended into one another.” Both the kaleidoscopic First Ballad and the slow Second
Ballad are marked by the economical orchestration (due to the wartime premiere) and the use
of pentatonic (five-tone) and hexatonic (six-tone) scales. The work ends disappearing into
the silence, reminding us one last time that this is a mourning music.

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)

Peter Grimes, opera—Four Sea Interludes Op. 33a

One of the most remarkable English composers, Britten kept his distance from avant-garde
and experimental pursuits unlike Arnold Schonberg (1874-1951) and John Cage (1912-1992).
He instead updated the conventional tonal language relying often on traditional forms, to
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leave us truly original and important works.

Most notably, he contributed to the revival of English opera, starting with his suc-
cessful Peter Grimes (1945) followed by The Turn of the Screw (1954), A Mudsummer Night's
Dream (1960), Curlew River (1964) and others. Set in an imaginary Suffolk coastal town
around 1830, Peter Grimes features a lone-wolf-fisherman, the title role, living in a closed
community. The four orchestral interludes, readjusted by Britten for concert as Four Sea
Interludes, play important parts in the drama. Born and died himself in port towns in Suf-
folk, the composer masterfully draws diverse tone-scapes by the North Sea.

Describing a sunrise with the brass, I Dawn hints at Peter’s loneliness with an unquiet
melody. During scherzo-like II Sunday Morning, horns and then actual bells evoke the
church and the lively town life around it. Slow and static, III Moonlight bridges the scene
of the death of Peter’s apprentice who accidentally slides off the cliff into the sea and the
scene when the town people accuse missing Peter of murder. Although from Act 1, the
hair-raising IV Storm foretells the opera’s tragic ending where Peter, shattered by the inci-
dent and losing his mind, drowns himself in his sinking boat.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 72
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2025-26

NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)

Suntory Hall NHK Hall
Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm)
Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm)

Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:00pm)
Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.

2026 W\ EEEEIHEEEZ  Brahms Double Concerto for Violin and Cello, A Minor Op. 102 Ordinary Youth
May Brahms / Schénberg Piano Quartet No. 1 G Minor Op. 25 $10,000 5,000
AB8500  A4,000
O 5 23 (sat) 6:00pm B6,500 B 3,100
24 (Sun) 200pM  Michael Sanderling, conductor gi’ggg g?’ggg
Christian Tetzlaff, violin E2.200 E 1000
NHK Hall Tanja Tetzlaff, cello -
B ConcertNo. 2063 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Japanese Composers Series Ordinary Youth
May Kazuo Yamada Also sang ein Jiingling, small symphonic poem % ig*%
14 (Thu) 7:00pm (Thus Sang a Young Man) BB000 B4000
15 (Fri) 7:00pm Hartmann Concerto funebre (Funereal Concerto)* C6500 C3,250
op Sugata Symphonic Overture Op. 6 D5,500 D2,750
Hindemith Mathis der Maler, symphony (Matthias the Painter)
Suntory Hall Kazuki Yamada, conductor Suyoen Kim, violin*
IS Vasks Chant of Gratefulness (2025) [Co-commission Work for NHK Symphony ~ Ordinary Youth
M Orchestra, Latvian National Symphony Orchestra, Miinchener Kammerorchester and $10,000 S 5,000
ay Australian Chamber Orchestra / Japan Premiere] A8,500 A4,000
29 (Fri) 7.00pm  ghostakovich Symphony No. 4 C Minor Op. 43 % gﬁ'%
Sat) 2:00pm unsL 4]
30 (sat) 2:00p D430 D1,500
X E 2,200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Andris Poga, conductor e ——
2026 W\ IR Wagner Die Meistersinger von Nirnberg—Vorspiel Ordinary Youth
June (The Mastersingers of Nuremberg— Prelude) $11,000 §5500
06 13 (sat) 6:00pm Mozart Piano Concerto No. 17 G Major K. 453 ’;3'232 :gggg
14(s )2.00;) Barték Concerto for Orchestra C6000  C2800
un) 2:00pm - :
P Jaap van Zweden, conductor D5,000 D1,800
NHK Hall Conrad Tao, piano E3000 E1,400
)| CIESITIENEA  Honegger Pastorale d'été, symphonic poem (Summer Pastoral) Ordinary Youth
June Berlioz Les nuits d’été, songs Op. 7 (Summer Nights) $12,000 S 6,000
4 (Thy) 700pm  Ibert Escales (Ports of Call Q;%'Sg‘J Qi'ggg
5 (Fri) 7:00pm Debussy La mer, three symphonic sketches (The Sea) C6500 C3.250
Stéphane Denéve, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Gaélle Arquez, mezzo soprano
CITER]  Sibelius Andante festivo Ordinary Youth
June Sibelius Violin Concerto D Minor Op. 47 $10,000 S 5,000
: ; A8,500 A4,000
19 (Fri) 7:000m Rakhmaninov Symphony No. 3 A Minor Op. 44 56500 53100
y C5400 C2550
20 (sat) 2:00pm . D4,300 D1,500
Tadaaki Otaka, conductor E2200 E1000
NHK Hall HIMARI, violin : =
(tax included)
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Overseas Tour

4/29 | Wed | 7:30pm | NHKSO Singapore Concert to Commemorate
the 60th Anniversary of Singapore-Japan Diplomatic Relations

Esplanade Concert Hall

Tatsuya Shimono, conductor
Kyohei Sorita, piano

Toyama Divertimento for Orchestra

Prokofiev Piano Concerto No. 3 C Major Op. 26

R. Strauss Don Juan, symphonic poem Op. 20

Britten Peter Grimes, opera— Four Sea Interludes Op. 33a

SINGAPORE - JAPAN
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

Organized by: The Esplanade Co Ltd
Supported by: - JAPANFOUNDATION %

Sponsored by: }\EII_TESCI{%II%HI AM’ gss maplef. ree

Changes for the Better

HIROOKA ™.

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

E

IIJ Internet Initiative Japan
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2026-27

2026 Y CEmEET Oviary Youth
September Franz Schmidt Das Buch mit sieben Siegeln, oratorio i:zvggg i7-ggg
09 12 (sat) 6:00pm (The Book with Seven Seals) B 10:000 B :000
13 (Sun) 2200pm  Fabio Luisi, conductor gg’ggg g:ggg
Michael Laurenz, tenor (Johannes) David Steffens, bass (Voice of God) m E2’000
Miho Sakoda, soprano Asami Fuijii, mezzo soprano Tatsundo Ito, tenor : .
NHK Hall Hirotaka Kato, bass Eri Niiyama, organ New National Theatre Chorus, chorus
ConcertNo: 2070 Weber Oberon, opera - Overture Ordinary Youth
September Brahms Violin Concerto D Major Op. 77 ilgvggg igvggg
17 (Thu) 7:00pm Schumann Symphony No. 4 D Minor Op. 120 (Revised Version) 53000 B4000
Fri) 7: C6,500  C 3,250
18 ( ) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor D5500 D2,750
Suntory Hall Augustin Hadelich, violin
Ordinary Youth
September  Beethoven Symphony No. 1 C Major Op. 21 il%ggg igvggg
25 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoyen Symphony No. 3 E-flat Major Op. 55, Eroica B8000 B3600
26 (sat) 2:00pm (Heroic Symphony) C6500 C3250
D5,500 D 1,900
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E3,300 E1,600
Bruckner Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major Ordinary Youth
$15,000 S7,000
October , ,
A 12500 A6,000
17 (sat) 6:00pm B10,000 B 5,000
18 (Sun) 2:00pm €8,000 C 4,000
D 6,500 D 3,000
Herbert Blomstedt, conductor £4500 E2000
NHK Hall Matthias Bamert, cover conductor —_——

There will be no subscription concerts of Program B
in October due to special concerts.

Ordinary

ConcertNod| 2073

NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Beethoven Symphony Cycle 2

October Beethoven Egmont, incidental music Op. 84 - Overture i;‘vggo
23 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven Symphony No. 8 F Major Op. 93 B 7’200
' Beethoven Symphony No.5 C Minor Op. 67 C6.000
24 (sat) 2:00pm 2 OEE
D5,000
E 3,000
NHK Hall Christoph Eschenbach, conductor

Youth

$ 5,500
A 4,500
B 3,500
C2,800
D 1,800
E 1,400

Prokofiev Violin Concerto No. 1 D Major Op. 19 Ordinary Youth
Shostakovich Symphony No. 8 C Minor Op. 65 $12,000 $6,000
November ymehony P A10,000 A5,000
7 (Sat) 6:00pm B8,000 B 3,600
8 (Sun) 2:00pm C6500  C3,250
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor D55600 D 1,900
NHK Hall Mayuko Kamio, violin E3300 E1,600
Rakhmaninov Piano Concerto No. 2 C Minor Op. 18 Ordinary Youth
Tchaikovsky The Nutcracker, ballet Op. 71 (Excerpts) $12,000 $6,000
November v P71 P A10,000 A5,000
19 (Thu) 7:00pm B8000  B4,000
20 (Fri) 7:00pm C6500 C3,250
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Alexandre Kantorow, piano
ordnary Youh
November Beethoven Coriolan, overture Op. 62 ilg'ggg ig'ggg
13 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven Symphony No. 2 D Major Op. 36 B8,000 B 3,600
. Beethoven Symphony No. 6 F Major Op. 68, Pastoral C6,500  C 3,250
14 (s2t) 2:00pm D5500 D 1,900
E3,300 E 1,600
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor -
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The Subscription

Concerts Program 2026-27

January
O 1 16 (Sat) 6:00pm
17 (Sun) 2:00pm

NHK Hall

Fabio Luisi, conductor

B 8,500
C 7,000
D 5,600
E 3,500

o AT Ornary Youth
November Falla £/ sombrero de tres picos, ballet suite No. 2 /S\K'ggg i:ggg
1 2 28 (Sat) 6:00pm (The Three-Cornered Hat) B11500 B5500
Ravel Piano Concerto G Major 9500 C4500
29 (Sun) 2:00pm - ) ’ ) 95500 C4,500
Program Aof the December Berlioz Symphonie fantastique, Op. 14 (Fantastic Symphony) D7,500 D 3,500
subscription concerts will . E5500 E 2,500
be held in November. Charles Dutoit, conductor -
NHK Hall Martha Argerich, piano
=) CEENOEEE  Mozart Die Zauberfite, opera K. 620 - Overture (The Magic Flute) Ordinary Youth
December Srnka Cello Concerto $12,000 $6,000
[NHKSO 100th Anniversary Commissioned Work / World Premiere] A10,000 A5000
10 (Thu) 7:00pm . ) B8,000 B 4,000
11 (Fri) 7:00pm Mendelssohn Symphony No. 3 A Minor Op. 56, Scottish C6500 C3.250
00p Maxim Emelyanychev, conductor D5,500 D 2,750
Suntory Hall Nicolas Altstaedt, cello
Ordinary Youth
December Beethoven Symphony No. 4 B-flat Major Op. 60 % i?%
4 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven 'Symphony No. 7 A Major Op. 92 BB000 B3600
5 (S t) 200 Charles Dutoit, conductor C6500 C3,250
2 :00pm - Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 Choral is scheduled to be performed D5500 D 1,900
NHK Hall at the “Beethoven ‘9th’ Symphony Concert” at the end of 2026 (conductor: Marek Janowski). E 3:300 E 1,‘600
TIETWET  Mahler Symphony No. 9 D Major Ordinary Youth
2027 PN S13000 S6500
A11,000 A5,200

,000
C 3,500
D 2,000

E 1,700

There will be no subscription concerts of Program B

in January, February, April, May, and June due to renewation of Suntory Hal

Ordinary Youth
January Serensen Evening Land [Japan Premiere] ilé'ggg ig%
22 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 1 C Major Op. 15 BB000 B3600
23 (sat) 2: 00pm Nielsen Symphony No. 6, Sinfonia semplice 6500 C3250
: D5,500 D 1,900
Fabio Luisi, conductor E3,300 E1,600
NHK Hall Alessandro Taverna, piano
2027 W\ Bach / Webern Musikalisches Opfer, BWV 1079 - Ricercar 4 6 voci ~ Ordinary Youth
February (The Musical Offering - 6 Voice Fugue) $10,000 $5,000
O 2 6 (Sat) 6:00pm Mahler 5 Lieder nach Texten von Friedrich Riickert /;g':gg gg?gg
: P! (6 Songs after Friedrich Rickert) C5400 C2550
7 (Sun) 2:00pm Schénberg Chamber Symphony No. 2 Op. 38 D4,300 D1500
Schubert Symphony No. 7 B Minor D. 759, Unvollendete E2,200 E 1,000
(Unfinished Symphony)
NHK Hall ntonello Manacorda, conductor ndré Schuen, baritone
A llo M d; d Andre Sch bari

There will be no subscription concerts of Program B in January, February, April,

May, and June due to renewation of Suntory Hall.

February
12 (Fri) 7:00pm
13 (Sat) 2:00pm

NHK Hall

| 84 ‘ NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Schumann Genoveva, opera Op. 81 — Overture
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 2 B-flat Major Op. 19
Hisatada Otaka Ashiya Otome, symphonic poem Op. 9
Panufnik Symphony No. 2, Sinfonia Elegiaca

Tadaaki Otaka, conductor
Yunchan Lim, piano

Ordinary

$ 10,000
A 8,500
B 6,500
C 5,400
D 4,300
E 2,200

Youth
$5,000
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NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)

Suntory Hall NHK Hall
Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:00pm)

2027 W\

04 f‘g(r llat) 6:00pm

11 (Sun) 2:00pm

NHK Hall

Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
Mendelssohn Violin Concerto E Minor Op. 64 Ordinary Youth
R. Strauss Eine Alpensinfonie Op. 64 (An Alpine Symphony) $13,000 $6,500

A11,000 A5,200
B8500 B 4,000
C7,000 C3500
Fabio Luisi, conductor D5600 D2000
E3500 E1,700

James Ehnes, violin

There will be no subscription concerts of Program B

in January, February, April, May, and June due to renewation of Suntory Hall.

ConcertiNol 2085 Ordinary Youth
April Dvotak The Noon Witch, symphonic poem Op. 108 i;‘;ggo f\iggg
23 (Fri) 7:00pm Beethover_l Planq Concerto No. 3 C Minor Op. 37 B 6"500 B 3:1 00
24 (sat) 2:000m Unsuk Chin Subito con forza C5400 C 2,550
0P Shostakovich Symphony No. 9 E-flat Major Op. 70 D4,300 D 1,500
E2,200 E1,000
Elim Chan, conductor -
NHK Hall Alice Sara Ott, piano
2027 W\ EEEIOETE  Grieg Piano Concerto A Minor Op. 16 Ordinary Youth
Ma Stenhammar Symphony No. 2 G Minor Op. 34 $12,000 $6,000
O 5 y A10,000 A5000
8 (sat) 6:00pm B8,000 B 3,600
9 (Sun) 2:00pm €6,500 C 3,250
Paavo Jarvi, conductor E 5,500 E 1,900
NHK Hall Denis Kozhukhin, piano E3300 E1600
B There will be no subscription concerts of Program B
in January, February, April, May, and June due to renewation of Suntory Hall.
Ordinary Youth
May Lully Le bourgeois gentilhomme, ballet i ;15%‘(’)0 iivggg
21 (Fri) 7:00pm (The Bourgeg/s Gentleman/Excerpts) ) B 7:600 B 3:500
22 (at) 200pm Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 4 G Major Op. 58 C6,000 C2,800
0P R. Strauss Der Birger als Edelmann, suite Op. 60 D5,000 D 1,800
(The Bourgeois Gentleman) E3,000 E 1,400
Kent Nagano, conductor
NHK Hall Till Fellner, piano
2027 P\ EEEOHEES Mozart Symphony No. 35 D Major K. 385, Haffner Ordinary Youth
June Bruckner Symphony No. 3 D Minor, Wagner-Symphonie $12,000 S6,000
(Third Version / 1889) A10,000 A5000
5 (Sat) 6:00pm B8,000 B 3,600
Sun) 2:00pm C6,5500 C 3,250
6 (Sun) (o D5,500 D 1,900
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor E3300 Et600
B There will be no subscription concerts of Program B
in January, February, April, May, and June due to renewation of Suntory Hall.
B 2050 Ordinary Youth
June Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 E-flat Major Op. 73, Emperor i ;15’330 iivzgg
18 (Fri) 7:00pm R. Strauss Ein Heldenleben, symphonic poem Op. 40 (A Hero’s Life) 5 7:600 5 3:500
- €6,000 C 2,800
t) 2: . 3
19 (Sat) 200pm D5,000 D1,800
Thomas Guggeis, conductor E3,000 E1,400
NHK Hall Kirill Gerstein, piano (tax included)
All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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1
Special Concerts 2026-27

2026 / 1 O 100th Anniversary Commemoration:
Mabhler Symphony No. 2 Resurrection

NHK Hall
10 / Sat. Mahler Symphony No. 2 C Minor Auferstehung (Resurrection)
6:00pm
10/ Sun. Fabio Luisi, conductor Ying Fang, soprano Tamara Mumford, mezzo soprano
2:00pm New National Theatre Chorus, chorus

2026 / 1 O ‘ Brahms Symphony Cycle Conducted by Two Great Conductors
Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre

10/30°%% Brahms Symphony No. 2 D Major Op. 73 / Symphony No. 4 E Minor Op. 98
7:00pm Herbert Blomstedt, conductor

1 0/3 Sat. Brahms Symphony No. 3 F Major Op. 90 / Symphony No. 1 C Minor Op. 68
4:00pm .
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor

2027/ O 1 NHKSO New Year Concerts 2027
NHK Hall

1 / 1 Sun. Wagner Rienzi, opera—Overture
3:00pm Wagner Die Walkiire, opera—Siegmunds Liebeslied: Winterstiirme wichen dem Wonnemond
1 / 1 1 gﬂggpm (Winter Storms Have Waned in the Moon of May) *®

Wagner Die Walkdre, opera—Du bist der Lenz (Thou Art the Spring)*

Wagner Lohengrin, opera—Grail Narration: /n fernem Land (In a Far-off Land )*

Wagner Tannhéuser, opera—Dich, teure Halle, griiss ich wieder (Dear Hall, | Greet Thee Once
Again)*

Wagner Tristan und Isolde, opera—O sink’ hernieder, Nacht der Liebe (Descend, O Night of
Love)**

J. Strauss Il Die Fledermaus, operetta—Overture, Csardas: Kldnge der Heimat (The Bat—
Sounds of My Homeland )*

Lehar Das Land des Léchelns, operetta—Dein ist mein ganzes Herz (The Land of Smiles—
Yours Is My Heart Alone)*

Lehar Die lustige Witwe, operetta—Vilja-Lied (The Merry Widow—Vilja Song)*

Kalman Gréfin Mariza, operetta—Grtiss mir mein Wein (Countess Maritza—Vienna Mine)*®

). Strauss Il Kaiser-Walzer, Op. 437 (Emperor Waltz)

Lehar Das Land des Léchelns, operetta—WWer hat die Liebe uns in Herz gesenkt (The Land
of Smiles—Who Has Placed Love in Our Hearts) *®

Fabio Luisi, conductor Camilla Nylund, soprano* Klaus Florian Vogt, tenor*
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2027 / 02 The 300th Anniversary of the Premiere of Bach’s Matthdus-Passion
NHK Hall

2 / 2 Sat. Bach Matthédus-Passion BWV 244 (St. Matthew Passion)
3:00pm

2/2 Sun. Ton Koopman, conductor Tilman Lichdi, tenor (Evangelist) Klaus Mertens, bass-baritone (Jesus)

2:00pm Amsterdam Baroque Choir, chorus The Little Singers of Tokyo, children’s chorus

2027 / O 4_0 6 ‘ Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre Series
Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre

4 / 1 ;%% Franz Schmidt Notre Dame, opera—Zwischenspiel und Karnevalsmusik (Intermezzo and
- pm Carnival Music)
4 / 1 ;rc')'opm Hindemith Nobilissima visione, ballet suite (The Noblest Vision)
R. Strauss Don Quixote, symphonic poem Op. 35*

Fabio Luisi, conductor Rei Tsujimoto, cello*

5 / 1 ;%lé Debussy Prélude a I'aprés-midi d’'un faune (Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun)
i pm Lancen Concerto champétre for Harp and Orchestra
5 / 1 ;rc')o pm Tailleferre Petite suite
Ravel Daphnis et Chloé, Suites Nos. 1 & 2

Nodoka Okisawa, conductor Risako Hayakawa, harp

6 / 1 Thu. Prokofiev Symphonie classique, Op. 25
7:00pm Mozart Symphonie concertante for 4 Winds and Orchestra E-flat Major K. 297b

6 / 1 §;r<i>'0pm Stravinsky The Rite of Spring, ballet

Tugan Sokhiev, conductor Shuhei Nakamura, oboe Kenji Matsumoto, clarinet
Hironori Ugajin, bassoon Hitoshi Imai, horn

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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NHK WORLD-JAPAN is the international
service of Japan's public media organization.
It provides a global audience with information
about Japan and Asia on TV, radio, and
online. Content is available in English and
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Disaster and safety-related information is updated instantly,
via emergency alert screens on the website and push notifications
on the app.

weem  Get real-time alerts from our app.
2 MEarthquake, Tsunami, and Weather Emergency Warnings

Available in: English, Chinese, French, Hindi, Indonesian,
Korean, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Thai, Vietnamese

(iPhone, Android) IIBreaking News (English)
ADownload here. 3 App settings are required.
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