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Change of Conductor for June 2025 Subscription Program A

Vladimir Fedoseyev, who was to conduct the concerts, will not be
able to visit Japan due to health reasons. Therefore, Juanjo Mena,
who has been scheduled to conduct Program B, will also take the
baton for Program A. The program and the rest of the artists
remain the same.

We apologize to those who were looking forward to the
collaboration of the NHK Symphony Orchestra and Mo.
Fedoseyev, but your kind understanding is highly appreciated.

June Subscription Program A (No. 2039)
Saturday, June 7, 2025 6:00pm at NHK Hall
Sunday, June 8, 2025 2:00pm at NHK Hall

Conductor: Juanjo Mena
Piano: Yulianna Avdeeva*

Rimsky-Korsakov / May Night, opera - Overture
Rakhmaninov / Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Op. 43*
Tchaikovsky / Symphony No. 6 B Minor Op. 74, Pathétique

Juanjo Mena, conductor

Juanjo Mena was born in Vitoria-Gasteiz,
one of the central cities on the Spanish
side of the Basque Country, which
straddles Spain and France, and has
developed a unique culture. He began his
music studies at a local conservatory, then
studied conducting with Enrique Garcia
Asensio at the Madrid Royal
Conservatory. After graduation, he went
to Germany to study under the tutelage of
Sergiu Celibidache for eight years. In 1999, he was appointed
Artistic Director and Principal Conductor of the Bilbao Symphony
Orchestra, a leading orchestra in the Basque Country. After that,
he continuously served as Chief Guest Conductor of the
Orchestra del Teatro Carlo Felice in Genoa, Principal Guest
Conductor of the Bergen Philharmonic in Norway, Chief
Conductor of the BBC Philharmonic (in Manchester), and
Principal Conductor of the Cincinnati May Festival while

©Michal Novak




guest-conducting the world's renowned orchestras, including the
Berliner Philharmoniker, the Gewandhausorchester Leipzig, the
Symphonieorchester des Bayerischen Rundfunks, the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra, the New York Philharmonic, the Cleveland
Orchestra, the Los Angeles Philharmonic, and the Philadelphia
Orchestra. He worked with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in
January of 2017 and 2021, and June 2025, which is his third
appearance with the orchestra, he will conduct Program A, a
Russian program combining Rakhmaninov and Tchaikovsky, as
well as Program B, which includes Bruckner's 6th Symphony.

Message from Vladimir Fedoseyev

My dear friends in Japan,

My love for Japan has a long history and | would love to say and
to share with you that every tour in your wonderful country in my
life was unforgettable pleasure for me. All stays in my memory
always. | deeply appreciate the warm Japanese audience and the
sensitive musicians from your excellent orchestras, that I'm
honored to work with. Everything was such a wonderful gift for
me as a musician. |I've been looking forward to the concerts this
time as always, preparing to conduct the music full of the great
beauty which | wanted to share with you! I'm terribly sorry to
disappoint my beloved audience and colleagues, however
unfortunately my health is not ready and can not let me go this
time. It's so sad | can not see you but | love you and think about
you. Wish we could meet you and share great music together in
near future.

Sincerely yours,

Vladimir Fedoseyev
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You are free to take stage photos
during the curtain calls at the end of the performance.

You can take photos with your smartphone or compact digital camera.
When you share the photos on social media, please add #nhkso.
Be careful to avoid accidentally including any audience members in your photos.
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Set your device to

“flash off mode.”
Make sure that your smartphone is on
“flash off mode” before taking photos.
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Be sure to set your phone to silent mode and turn off
2 your watch alarm etc. during the performance.

Please refrain from entering or leaving your seat
during the performance.
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Your proper hand disinfection

and cough etiquette are highly appreciated.
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Video or audio recordings, and still photography at the
auditorium are strictly prohibited during the performance.
(Except at the time of the curtain calls at the end of the concert.)
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Please make sure

that your hearing aids are properly fitted.
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Please refrain from making any noise, such as engaging
in private conversations or turning booklet pages.
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Do not disturb others by overly swaying your body.
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Please refrain from visiting the concert hall
if you have a fever or feel unwell.
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i} Please wait until the performance has comp\eted

before clapping hands or shouting “Bravo.”
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When shouting "Bravo,"

please be considerate of people around you.
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NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Chief Conductor: Fabio Luisi

Music Director Emeritus: Charles Dutoit

Honorary Conductor Laureate: Herbert Blomstedt
Conductor Laureate: Vladimir Ashkenazy

Honorary Conductor: Paavo Jarvi

Permanent Conductors: Tadaaki Otaka, Tatsuya Shimono

First Concertmaster: Sunao Goko, Kota Nagahara
Guest Concertmaster: Yosuke Kawasaki

1st Violins Violas Flutes Trombones

Shirabe Aoki
Ayumu lizuka
O Kyoko Une

© Ryo Sasaki

© Junichiro Murakami

¢ Shotaro Nakamura
Yuki Oshika Satoshi Ono

O Ryota Kuratomi Shigetaka Obata
Ko Goto * Eri Kuribayashi Oboes Tuba
‘Tamaki Kobayashi [ Gentaro Sakaguchi
Toshihiro Takai Mayumi Taniguchi

© Masayuki Kai © Hikaru Koga
© Hiroaki Kanda © Mikio Nitta
Maho Kajikawa Ko Ikegami
# Junji Nakamura Hiroyuki Kurogane

© Yumi Yoshimura Yukihiro Ikeda

Taiga Tojo Hiroto Tobisawa Shoko Ikeda

Yuki Naoi O Hironori Nakamura Izumi Tsuboike Timpani
Yumiko Nakamura Naoyuki Matsui * Shuhei Nakamura

Takao Furihata Rachel Yui Mikuni Hitoshi Wakui © Shoichi Kubo

Hiroyuki Matsuda # Yuya Minorikawa Y¢ Toru Uematsu

O Haruhiko Mimata O Ryo Muramatsu Clarinets
Nana Miyagawa Percussion
O Tsutomu Yamagishi Cellos O Kei Ito

O Koichi Yokomizo © Kenji Matsumoto

Takashi Yamane

Tatsuya Ishikawa

© Rei Tsujimoto Hidemi Kuroda
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PROGRAM
Concert No.2039
NHK Hall

June

7(Sat) 6:00pm

8(Sun) 2:00pm
conductor Vladimir Fedoseyev
piano Yulianna Avdeeva*

concertmaster Sunao GOkO

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov Peter llich Tchaikovsky >
May Night, opera—Overture [8'] Symphony No. 6 B Minor Op. 74, ;
Pathétique [50'] m
Sergei Rakhmaninov | Adagio-Allegro non troppo §
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, | || pliegro con grazia
Op. 43* [24] Il Allegro molto vivace
IV Finale: Adagio lamentoso
— intermission (20 minutes) —
- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles
Vladimir Fedoseyev, conductor

Born in Leningrad (present day St. Petersburg) in 1932, Vladimir Fedoseyev

studied at the Gnessin Russian Academy of Music and the Moscow
State Tchaikovsky Conservatory.

In 1974, he assumed the positions of Artistic Director and Chief
Conductor of the Moscow Radio Symphony Orchestra (now the Tchaikovsky

Symphony Orchestra), with which he visited Japan in the following year for the
first time. He has led this orchestra, one of the leading orchestras of Russia, for half a century (as
Artistic Director, but stepped down from Chief Conductor in February 2025). He also worked with the Wiener
Symphoniker from 1997 to 2004 as its Principal Conductor.

He also enjoys a close relationship with Japanese orchestras, and assumed the position
of Principal Guest Conductor of the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra in 1996, and was presented
the title of Honorary Conductor from it in 2015.

In May 2013, at the age of eighty, he conducted the NHK Symphony Orchestra for the
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first time, and since then, he has frequently returned to the podium, in April and November,
2015, February and May, 2017, July and December, 2018, and in March 2023, not only for
the orchestra’s subscription concerts, but also in its Orchard Hall Series as well as the 6th
Subscription Concert in lwaki and the orchestra’s west Japan tour.

The June subscription concerts he will conduct takes place in the year to mark the 50th
anniversary of his first visit to Japan, and with the program of Rimsky-Korsakov, Rakhmaninov
and Tchaikovsky, | am sure he will give his audience a taste of the unique charm of Russian
music with powerful yet some melancholic shade to its melody.

[Vladimir Fedoseyev by Kotaro Yamazaki, music critic]

Yulianna Avdeeva, piano

Born in 1985 in Moscow, Yulianna Avdeeva learned at the Moscow
Gnessin Special School (college) of Music, famous for its early musical

-

0 education, and from 2003, under Konstantin Scherbakov at the Zurich

~
o

13pIBUYOS BUNSYOE

_ -ur{(\“‘ University of the Arts.
Y She came to attention after winning the second prize (no 1st place)

M in the piano section of the Geneva International Music Competition
in 2006, and rose to fame in 2010 by winning the International Chopin Piano Competition
in Warsaw. Since then, at the forefront as one of the world’s most renowned pianists, she
makes her successful appearances in recitals, concerto performances with famed orchestras
worldwide, and also in music festivals including the Salzburg and Lucerne. She is also active
as a fortepianist. Her performance of focusing on the whole work while delicately polishing the
expressions of the details, and incorporating deep emotions, has been highly evaluated.

This is her first appearance with the NHK Symphony Orchestra since 2014. She will

perform Rakhmaninov's Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini. She will display both the romantic
emotion and vivid playing technique of this work in an accurate performance unique to her.

[Yulianna Avdeeva by Motoyuki Teranishi, music critic]

Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908)

May Night, opera—Overture

Rimsky-Korsakov is known as a member of The Mighty Handful a.k.a The Five, along with
Mussorgsky and others. Formed around 1860, this Saint-Petersburg-based circle of young

“Sunday composers” shared an aspiration to develop a nationalist school of Russian classical
music inspired by folk elements. One of their stances was being anti-academic: Rimsky-
Korsakov at the naval service, however, took a step in the academic world in 1871 becoming
a professor of the Saint Petersburg Conservatory where rehearsing the student orchestra
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improved his already-acute scoring sense. In parallel, his duties as the Inspector of Naval
Bands from 1873 deepened his knowledge of wind instruments. His peerlessly masterful
orchestration skill will be fully displayed in his later works including Sheherazade (1888).

Composed in 1878-1879, May Night is the second of Rimsky-Korsakov’s fifteen operas.
The libretto is after the tale May Night, or the Drowned Maiden by the Ukrainian novelist
Nikolai Gogol. Set in a Ukrainian village during the Whitsunday (Pentecost) week, the opera
features the Village Mayor, his son Levko and Levko’s girlfriend Hanna, interweaving
fantastical scenes with rusalki (rusalka is a water nymph in Slavic folklore).

Utilizing some existent Ukrainian folksongs, Rimsky-Korsakov’s music vividly describes
both the rural and supernatural worlds. The eventful overture has, right after its calm
introduction, the horn solo crooning the lyrical aria Sleep my beauty, sleep sweetly! (Act III) that
Levko sings by a magical moonlit lake.

Sergei Rakhmaninov (1873-1943)

Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Op. 43

“What a violin! (...) Heavens! What sufferings, what misery, what tortures in those four strings
exclaimed the twenty-year-old Franz Liszt (1811-1886) in 1832, after attending a concert of the
Italian violinist-composer Nicold Paganini (1782-1840) for the first time. Paganini’s technical

12

prowess was such that, a rumor widespread that he had traded his soul with Devil for the
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magical talent. Time passed, and the Russian Romantic composer Rakhmaninov enjoyed an
extraordinary virtuosity comparable to Paganini, as a pianist. He wrote the Rhapsody on a Theme
of Paganini for piano and orchestra in 1934 for himself to play, as one of the few works he
created after he left his homeland following the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution.

This piece is composed of a theme and twenty-four variations performed continuously
without a pause. Although entitled “Rhapsody” (an episodic, single-movement form), it is designed
overall in the traditional concerto format with a rapid movement (1st variation to 10th), a slow
movement (11th to 18th) and a rapid final movement (19th to 24th). After a short introduction,
Rakhmaninov unconventionally inserts the 1st variation before violins officially present the
theme in 2/4 in A minor, a brisk tune from Paganini’s Caprice No. 24 for violin. Pivotal is the
sluggish 7th variation in 2/4 in A minor, where the demonic Dies Irae (Day of Wrath) melody
from the Catholic Mass for the Dead is first stated by the piano. The very first triple-meter
section is the fantastical 11th variation in 3/4 in A minor where the pianist gives a cadenza-
like monologue against a background of string tremolos (tremulous effect) and harp glissandos
(glides). The 18th variation in Db major in 3/4 gives the most romantic, mellifluous melody the
composer ever wrote probably, inverting the theme. The piano ensures the theme’s return at
the 23rd variation before giving a brief cadenza-like passage without orchestra. The torrential
24th variation resounds the Dies Irae melody in the brass while the piano demonstrates its
supreme virtuosity. Rakhmaninov’s last concerto evaporates like a mischievous wink with a
fleeting coda.
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Peter llich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

Symphony No. 6 B Minor Op. 74, Pathétique

The Russian Romantic composer Tchaikovsky studied at the Saint Petersburg Conservatory
before moving to Moscow in 1866. In his early creative years, he was influenced by the above-

mentioned nationalist circle “The Five,” especially its leader Mily Balakirev (1837-1910) whom
he met in 1868. Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 2 (1872) quoting some Ukrainian folksongs
was, for example, warmly welcomed by The Five.

From the mid-1870s, Tchaikovsky’s approach would be diverted from pronounced
folkloric colors to a style deeply rooted in the Western, European tradition which was marked
by solid classical forms and more subjective expressions, as represented by the Piano Concerto
No. 1 (1875), Swan Lake (1876) and Symphony No. 4 (1878). His creative power then withered
for some time, but eventually recovered its previous vigor producing 7%e Sleeping Beauty (1889),
The Nutcracker (1892) and the Symphony No. 6 Pathétique (1893) to name a few.

Tchaikovsky’s stylistic evolution was, however, brought to a halt by his abrupt death at
age 53 in October 1893, merely nine days after he conducted the premiere of the Symphony
No. 6 in Saint Petersburg. The cause of his passing is still a mystery, but the commonly
accepted theory says he was affected with cholera by drinking unboiled water (some say he
committed suicide after some private trouble). The Symphony No. 6, composed in six months in
1893, is well-known for its novelty in form which foretells the composer’s upcoming further
adventure in the genre. Although hindered by his demise, this path will be developed by
Gustav Mahler in particular.

The French nickname of No. 6, Pathétique, is said to be given by Tchaikovsky himself.
Coincidentally or not, the symphony starts with a melody line (E-F#-G-F#, on a bassoon)
identical to the one (C-D-Eb-D) opening Beethoven’s Piano Sonata No. 8 Pathétique.
Moreover, this melody will recur throughout the symphony as a cyclic motif. The first
movement’s lugubrious introduction is succeeded by an extended sonata section with two
contrastive subjects: the dark first theme given in B minor by violas and the radiant, tuneful
second theme introduced in D major by violins and cellos. The graceful second movement is
a waltz, a rarity in the symphonic literature, and even rarer is its time 5/4 (2/4+3/4). The third
movement alternates a carefree scherzo section in 12/8 with a brassy march section in 4/4.
These inner movements, a major-key respite, are followed by the return of the “Pathétique™:
the last movement, headed “lamentoso (mournfully),” immediately announces the plaintive
falling theme played by the first and second violin sections, trading every note, back and forth.
After the heartrending music reaches the zenith, a calm tam-tam strike leads to the slow coda
where the symphony dies away in B minor, the complete opposite of conventional triumphant
conclusions of symphonies following Beethoven’s spirit of “per aspera ad astra (through
hardships to the stars).”

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon Il, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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PROGRAM

Concert No.2040
Suntory Hall

June
12 (Thu) 7:00pm
13(Fri) 7:00pm

conductor ]uanjO Mena
flute Karl-Heinz Schiitz

concertmaster Sunao GOkO

Jacques Ibert Anton Bruckner

Flute Concerto [19'] Symphony No. 6 A Major [60']

| Allegro I Maestoso

Il Andante Il Adagio: Sehr feierlich

Il Allegro scherzando Il Scherzo: Ruhig bewegt (etwas gemessen) —

Trio: Langsam

— intermission (20 minutes) — IV Finale: Bewegt, doch nicht zu schnell
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- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles
Juanjo Mena, conductor

Juanjo Mena is originally from the Basque Country of Spain, where he
still lives. The Basque Country has been known as a region of particular
ethnicity and culture, but also as the homeland of Ravel (though he was from
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French side of the region). Partly due to such background, his repertoire was
focused on composers of Spain, France and Latin America, including

Ravel, however with the development of his career, he expanded his
repertoire, and in 2016, he was awarded the Spanish National Music Award, thus advancing
as one of the leading maestros to represent Spain. After serving as Artistic Director of Bilbao
Symphony Orchestra, Spain (1999-2008), he was appointed Chief Conductor of the BBC
Philharmonic of Manchester in 2011 (until 2018), the position of which helped him make his
name known internationally, and solidified his reputation not only for his specialism in Spanish
music, but also for his symphonic repertoire, including Schubert and Bruckner. He has been
repeatedly invited to the world’s famed orchestras for guest-conducting, including the Berliner
Philharmoniker.
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His first collaboration with the NHK Symphony Orchestra was in 2017, then he returned
in 2021, on both occasions, the programs being of Latin and French repertoire. For the
coming concert, he has picked Ibert combined with Bruckner, and will exhibit his true value by
conducting the expansive Bruckner Symphony No. 6 as he once studied under Celibidache.
As he wrapped up the work unstrainedly yet neatly in the recording, we look forward to how
the NHK Symphony Orchestra, an orchestra with a long-established tradition for German and
Austrian repertoire, will perform the work under his baton.

[Juanjo Mena by Mitsunori Eto, music critic]

Karl-Heinz Schiitz, flute

Innsbruck-born Karl-Heinz Schitz studied with Eva Amsler at the
Vorarlberg State Conservatory in Austria, and then under Aurele
Nicolet, her tutor in Basel, Switzerland. Due to his intention to study
in France, Schitz went under the tutelage of Philippe Bernold at the
Conservatoire national supérieur musique et danse in Lyon. Thus, he
4 - expanded his musical horizons, and won the Carl Nielsen International
Competition in 1998, and the International Flute Competition Krakéw in 1999. After working
with the Stuttgarter Philharmoniker and the Wiener Symphoniker, he joined the Wiener
Staatsoper Orchester in 2011, and since 2015, he has been the Principal Flutist of the Wiener
Philharmoniker. He also served as soloist in the Wiener Philharmoniker’s subscription
concerts, playing Boulez's Mémoriale and Mozart's Flute Concerto No. 1. He is a member of
the Ensemble Wien-Berlin and the Wiener-Ring-Ensemble.

He previously worked with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in 2015 and 2017, and on this
occasion, he will play Ibert’s Flute Concerto. Because he is not only specialized in German
and Austrian music, but also French music, he is expected to deliver a highly attractive

elepelel 16

performance.

[Karl-Heinz Schiitz by Haruo Yamada, music critic]

Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Jacques Ibert (1890-1962)

Flute Concerto

Born in Paris during the Belle Epoque, Ibert developed his musical talent early on because of
his pianist mother. From 1910, he studied under André Gedalge (Ravel’s teacher) and others at
the Paris Conservatoire. It was in Gedalge’s private orchestration class that Ibert met Darius
Milhaud (1892-1974) and Arthur Honegger (1892-1955): with Francis Poulenc (1899-1963),
Milhaud and Honegger will soon form “Les Six (The Six).” While this avant-garde circle livened
up Paris until the early 1920s, Ibert was mostly absent from the capital as he first served in
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World War I as a nurse and a naval officer, and then won the Prix de Rome (a prestigious art
scholarship) to stay in Rome from 1920 to 1923.

Ibert’s renown increased right after this sojourn in Italy. His orchestral piece Escales (Ports
of Call’)(1922) was premiered in Paris in 1924 to be highly praised, before the immense success
of his comic opera Angélique (1927) firmly established his fame in France and abroad. In
chamber music, his Three Short Pieces for Wind Quinter (1930) dates from this period.

Considered one of the most important and popular flute concertos alongside Mozart’s
No. 1 and No. 2, Ibert’s Flute Concerto was composed in 1932-1933 and dedicated to the
legendary French flutist Marcel Moyse (1889-1984). The dedicatee premiered it as the soloist
in 1934 with the Orchestre de la Société des Concerts du Conservatoire conducted by Moyse’s
teacher Philippe Gaubert (1879-1941) who himself was a distinguished flutist.

Written for the instrument which opens Debussy’s Prélude a Paprés-midi d’un faune (1894)
and Ravel’s Boléro (1928), Ibert’s Flute Concerto embodies the modern French music with
its elegance, clarity, refinement and wittiness while showing his great knowledge of flute’s
techniques and expressions. The opening movement in sonata form has the imminent, snaky
first theme and the contrastive, calm second theme. The slow second movement gives an
exquisite duet by the flute solo and a violin towards the end. The high-spirited virtuosic finale in
rondo form starts with the flute solo announcing the recurrent rondo theme with playful triplets.

Anton Bruckner (1824-1896)

Symphony No. 6 A Major

The late-Romantic composer Bruckner was a rare late bloomer in the classical music sphere

crowded with infant phenomena. Born near Linz in Upper Austria, he made a living as a
schoolteacher and church organist before moving to Vienna in 1868 in his mid-forties. It is
only from that moment that most of his representative works including Symphonies No. 2
to No. 9 were penned. He had to long put up with cold treatment of his symphonies until
the 1884 successful premiere of No. 7 spread his fame widely, merely twelve years before he
passed away in Vienna at age 72.

Bruckner composed the Symphonies No. 2 to No. 5 between 1871 and 1876 before being
deeply absorbed in revising works (he even wrote a completely new scherzo for No. 4 in 1878). His
only chamber work from his Vienna period, the String Quintet in F major, was finished in July
1879. Penned from September 1879, No. 6 was for him a new symphony to tackle after the
previous gap, and it is today considered an important work in the transition to the composer’s
final mature period. Incidentally, he set to work on Te Deum, a masterpiece of the sacred music
repertoire nowadays, in May 1881 while he was completing No. 6.

As Bruckner didn’t revise No. 6 after the completion, the situation is much simpler than
his other symphonies’ with many different versions and editions mostly owing to his frequent
large and small modifications. The main reason for that is that No. 6 was partly premiered in
1883 in Vienna (only the second and third movements with large cuts) to be coldly received and then
forgotten. It was three years after Bruckner’s death that Gustav Mahler conducted the premiere
of all movements in Vienna, but with large cuts and re-orchestration. The entire symphony
was first heard in 1901 under the baton of Karl Pohlig in Stuttgart.

All the movements of No. 6 but the third (scherzo) are written as a three-theme sonata
(instead of the traditional two-theme), Bruckner’s favorite form. The opening movement begins
with the majestic first theme on cellos and contrabasses accompanied by violins’ rhythmical
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ticks. This theme will return on trombones during the coda of the final movement to end

the symphony brilliantly. The slow second movement has, although in F major, a touch of
melancholy. The bright, mellifluous second theme first sung by violins and cellos makes a
sharp contrast with the third theme in the style of a funeral march. The next movement in A
minor is an ABA-form scherzo which is, unexpectedly, less boisterous than Bruckner’s other
symphonies’. The trio (central) section B lets horns play a fanfare-like melody before the
woodwinds recall the opening theme of Bruckner’s Symphony No. 5 (1878). Horn players will
assume a vital role again at the fervent finale, powerfully stating the dotted first theme.
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Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 66
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PROGRAM

NHK Hall

Concert No.2041

June

20(Fri) 7:00pm

21 (Sat) 2:00pm
conductor T'armo Peltokoski
violin Daniel Lozakovich
concertmaster  Sunao Goko

Erich Wolfgang Korngold
Violin Concerto D Major Op. 35
(23]

| Moderato nobile

Il Romance: Andante

Il Finale: Allegro assai vivace

— intermission (20 minutes) —

Gustav Mahler

Symphony No. 1 D Major, Titan
[55']

I Langsam. Schleppend. Wie ein Naturlaut
Il Kraftig bewegt, doch nicht zu schnell

Il Feierlich und gemessen, ohne zu
schleppen

Stiirmisch bewegt

\%

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles

Tarmo Peltokoski, conductor

conductor who enjoys mult

into the limelight in January 2022 when he was ap

Can you imagine a conductor who was born in 2000? Moreover a young

iple positions with orchestras in many parts

of the world. The Finnish conductor Tarmo Peltokoski studied under
Jorma Panula at the age of fourteen, continued studies under Sakari
Oramo at the Sibelius Academy, and then went under the tutelage of
Hannu Lintu, Jukka-Pekka Saraste, and Esa-Pekka Salonen. He jumped

pointed as Principal Guest Conductor of

The Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie Bremen, then he continued to make headlines by being

appointed as Music Director and Artistic Director

of the Latvian National Symphony Orchestra

in May the same year, Principal Guest Conductor of the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra
in September, then in December, Music Director of the Orchestre National du Capitole de

Toulouse. It is virtually unprecedented for a conductor to have built such an international career
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in such a short span of time. Furthermore, he will assume the position of Music Director of the
Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra in the 2026-27 season. In the operatic field, he has built up
his career by conducting Wagner’s complete cycle of Der Ring des Niebelungen at the Eurajoki
Bel Canto Festival.

As for recordings, he released a collection of three symphonies of Mozart with The
Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie Bremen from a prestigious label. In addition to his bold
and innovative interpretations, he has aroused public attention by inserting his own piano
improvisations between the works on the streaming.

He also actively works on Mahler, therefore, it is our pleasure to see what kind of sound he
will draw out from the NHK Symphony Orchestra.

[Tarmo Peltokoski by Yoichi lio, music journalist]

Daniel Lozakovich, violin

Born in Stockholm in 2001, Daniel Lozakovich started to learn violin at
the age of six, and two years after that, he had already made his concert

oyauey Yopok1e

debut playing a concerto with the Moscow Virtuosi conducted by
Vladimir Spivakov. His concerts have always been received with high

“ acclaim, and Le Figaro, the French newspaper, praised his concert as
“Perfect mastery. An exceptional talent.” Having been highly impressed

by his talent, virtuoso violinist, Ivry Gitlis, invited him to Tel Aviv to perform Bach'’s Concerto for

=

Two Violins together in a festival.

Lozakovich studied at Universitat fir Musik und darstellende Kunst Wien with Professor
Dora Schwarzberg and at the Hochschule fur Musik Karlsruhe with Josef Rissin. He has
already worked with world’s major orchestras, and signed an exclusive contract with a long-
established German record label in 2016, becoming the company’s youngest artist under an
exclusive contract. This is going to be his first appearance with the NHK Symphony Orchestra,
performing Violin Concerto, a masterpiece by Korngold, a gifted composer who was popular in
the United States. Lozakovich is expected to delight his audience with his beautiful sound and
superb technique.

[Daniel Lozakovich by Takuya Katagiri, music critic]

Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Erich Wolfgang Korngold (1897-1957)

Violin Concerto D Major Op. 35

Korngold enjoyed exceedingly smooth sailing earlier in life as a composer, in contrast to
his later years which took an unexpected turn. Born as a child of the renowned music critic
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Julius Korngold in Briinn (today Brno), Austria-Hungary, he soon moved to Vienna. Gustav
Mahler (Julius’s friend) famously praised Korngold’s cantata calling the nine-year-old composer
a genius. His fame continued to grow in Europe until the rise of Hitler and the outbreak of
World War II caused an unprecedented number of Jewish people to expatriate including
Korngold. In the USA, his new base, he wrote scores for many American movies. His style,
featuring Wagnerian leitmotif technique and Mahlerian/R. Straussian orchestration pioneered
the Hollywood music we hear today.

Written in D major as with Beethoven’s and Tchaikovsky’s, Korngold’s Violin Concerto
(1945) dates from this American period and it was premiered after the war in 1947 in the
USA. The Viennese premiere of the same year got harsh feedback which greatly disappointed
Korngold: he was, for Europeans, an outdated late-Romantic who now served popular
entertainment. This Concerto quoting four of Korngold’s movie scores, however, reminds
modern-day people’s ears of how skillfully refined and appealing his film music was.

The first movement headed “nobile (nobly)” is in a flexible sonata form. At the start, the
violin solo immediately states the broad principal theme based on Korngold’s score for the
movie Another Down (1937). The beginning (A-D-A-D-G#) of this theme will recur to unify
the whole concerto. During the central A-major section, the violin solo sings another ear-
pleasing melody from his music for the movie Juarez (1939). The slow second movement in
G major, Romance, is in ABA form. The gentle main theme given by the violin solo is from
the score for the movie Anthony Adverse (1936) which brought Korngold the Academy Award
for Best Music. The virtuosic finale in rondo-sonata form in D major also recalls the trailblazer
of the Hollywood music: the melodious second theme introduced in Bb major by the violin solo C
is from Korngold’s score for the movie The Prince and Pauper (1937).

Gustav Mahler (1860-1911)

Symphony No. 1 D Major, Titan

Born in Kalischt, Bohemia (in the Austrian Empire) in 1860—merely two years earlier than
Claude Debussy (1862-1918)—, Mabhler is considered the last Romantic titan. His style is
influenced by Wagner when it comes to rich harmonies, extreme chromaticism and long-
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stretched melodies. And all of Mahler’s symphonic works are the epitome of late-Romanticism
with their highly expressive and reflective nature, great length and colossal formation.

Completed in 1888 in his late twenties while he was the Leipzig Opera’s second conductor
in Germany, Mahler’s Symphony No. 1 already shows several signature features that will be
present in his later symphonies, the prime examples being the sublime and the profane sitting
side by side, evocations of Nature, and pregnant citations of his own songs. Interestingly
enough, No. 1 was conceived and first performed (in Budapest in 1889) as a symphonic
poem with five movements in two parts. Then Mabhler, a tenacious reviser, entitled the 1893
Hamburg version “Titan, a tone-poem in symphony form” after Jean Paul’s four-volume novel
Titan (1803) giving programmatic titles to the parts and movements which allude to Jean Paul,
E. T. A. Hoffman and Dante. Although Mahler affirmed later these titles were afterthoughts
and misleading, they continue to stimulate the imagination of the interpreters and listeners of
this titanic work to a greater or lesser extent.

Commonly performed today as the Symphony No. 1 is the 1896 Berlin version. (Mahler
would keep making minor revisions to it.) Distinctive differences between this version and the
former ones are that it is in four movements (the bipartite concept was dropped and the slow
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movement “Blumine” was cut out entirely), has no descriptive titles, and calls for a larger orchestra
including at least seven horns and two sets of timpani.

The first movement is a sonata with a slow extended introduction which illustrates,
according to the Hamburg version, “the awakening of Nature from the long sleep of winter.”
The woodwinds introduce a falling fourth-interval motif (soon turning to cuckoo calls) which
will recur as a unifying element of the entire symphony. The second movement is a Lindler,
a Bavarian and Austrian rural dance. The main theme is a quotation from Mahler’s own song
Hans and Grete that he originally wrote as May Dance on the Green for his first love in 1880.

Ironically cheery, the third movement is an early example of Mahler’s obsession with
the funeral march. Over timpani, the contrabass solo first sings the nursery round tune
Bruder Martin (also known as Bruder Jacob or Frére Jacques) eerily in a minor key. Without a
pause, a cymbal crash begins the finale that the Hamburg version called “Dall’inferno (From
Hell), the suddenly erupting cry of a heart wounded to its depths.” After the comeback of
the symphony’s opening introduction, Mahler lets seven hornists stand to play during the
triumphant ending.
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Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 66
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2025-26

2025

09

Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 E-flat Major Op. 73, Emperor Ordinary Youth
Franz Schmidt Symphony No. 4 C Major $ 11,000 S 5,500
September ymphony ) AS500 A4500
13 (Sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B 3500
14 (Sun) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
Fabio Luisi, conductor D5,000 D1,800
NHK Hall Yefim Bronfman, piano E 3,000 E 1,400
Takemitsu Three Film Scores Ordinary Youth
September Beethoven Violin Concerto D Major Op. 61 % SAS%
18 (Thu) 7:00pm Mendelssohn Symphony No. 4 A Major Op. 90, /talienische (Italian) 8000 54,000
19 (Fri) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor gg'ggg ggsgg
Suntory Hall Maria Duefias, violin 2o Dalol
Mahler Des Knaben Wunderhorn (The Boy's Magic Horn) Ordinary Youth
—Rheinlegendchen (Little Rhine Legend)*, $10,000 S 5,000
Sept_ember Wo die schénen Trompeten blasen (Where the Fair Trumpets Sound)*, A8500 A4,000
26 (Fri) 7:00pm Das irdische Leben (Earthly Life)*, Das himmlische Leben 86500 B3100
27 (sat) 2:00pm (Heavenly Life)*, Urlicht (Primeval Light)* gi'ggg gfggg
Sibelius Four Legends, symphonic poem Op. 22 E 2:200 E 1:000
Ryan Bancroft, conductor
NHK Hall Thomas Hampson, baritone*

Stravinsky Symphony of Psalms Ordinary Youth
October Mendelssohn Symphony No. 2 B-Flat Major Op. 52, $ 16,000 $7,000
. Lobgesang (Hymn of Praise)* A12500 A6,000
18(Sat) 6:00pM  Herbert Blomstedt, conductor B 10,000 B 5,000
19 (Sun) 2:00pm  Christina Landshamer, soprano* 8000 C4000
Marie Henriette Reinhold, mezzo soprano* Tilman Lichdi, tenor* % %
NHK Hall Swedish Radio Choir, chorus —
Grieg Aus Holbergs Zeit, suite Op. 40 (Holberg Suite) Ordinary Youth
October Nielsen Flute Concerto i}ﬁvggg SAS%
9 (Thu) 7:00pm Sibelius Symphony No. 5 E-flat Major Op. 82 Bs,doo 541000
1015 700pm s o
Herbert Blomstedt, conductor _—
Suntory Hall Sébastian Jacot, flute
Brahms Piano Concerto No. 2 B-flat Major Op. 83 Ordinary Youth
Brahms Symphony No. 3 F Major Op. 90 $13,000 S 6,500
October ! P A11,000 A5,2200
24 (Fri) 7:00pm B8,500 B 4,000
25 (sat) 2:00pm C7,000 C3500
Herbert Blomstedt, conductor EDS ggg 212’333
NHK Hall Leif Ove Andsnes, piano —
2025 Messiaen Trois petites liturgies de la Présence Divine Ordinary Youth
November (Three Little Liturgies of the Divine Presence)* $13,000 S 6,500
; A11,000 A5,2200
1 1 8 (Sat) 600pm Holst The Planets, suite Op. 32 B5EE00 54000
9 (Sun) 2:00pm Charles Dutoit, conductor g;ggg gg’ggg
Yu Kosuge, piano* Motoko Oya, ondes martenot* E 3'500 E 1’700
NHK Hall Tokyo Opera Singers, female chorus —
I Schumann Manfred, incidental music Op. 115—Overture Ordinary Youth
November Mozart Piano Concerto No. 25 C Major K. 503 i12~0°° SAGvOOO
; - ol 10,000 A5,000
20 (Thu) 7:000m R. Strauss Ein Heldenleben, symphonic poem Op. 40 (A Hero’s Life) B8000 B4000
21 (Fri) 7:00pm gg,:gg g 2,252
Rafael Payare, conductor D5500 D250
Suntory Hall Emanuel Ax, piano
Ordinary Youth
November Ravel Pavane pour une Infante défunte (Pavane for a Dead Princess) 513,000 S 6,500
14.(Fri)700pm  Ravel Le tombeau de Couperin, suite (The Grave of Couperin) Q;gggo Qi'ggg
15 (sat) 21 00pm Ravel Daphnis et Chloé, ballet (Daphnis and Chloe)* c 71000 c 3:500
Charles Dutoit, conductor D5600 D2,000
NHK Hall Nikikai Chorus Group, chorus* E3500 E1,700
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NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:00pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
2025 Shostakovich Violin Concerto No. 1 A Minor Op. 77 Ordinary Youth
November Zemlinsky Die Seejungfrau, fantasy (The Mermaid) $11,000 §5,500
A9500 A4,500
1 2 29 (Sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B 3,500
30 (sun) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
Program A of the December D5000 D1,800
subscription concerts will be . E 3,000 E 1,400
held in November. Fabio Luisi, conductor ——
NHK Hall Leonidas Kavakos, violin
ConcertNo:| 2052 Fujikura Ocean Breaker for Orchestra—in memoriam Pierre Boulez (2025) Ordinary Youth
[Commission Work for NHK Symphony Orchestra / World Premiere] $12,000 S 6,000
December Franck Variations symphoniques for Piano and Orchestra (Symphonic Variations)* A 10,000 A5,000
4 (Thu) 7:00pm Saint-Saéns Symphony No. 3 C Minor Op. 78, Symphonie avec orgue % gg'ggg
Fri) 7: m (@ Symph » 2
5 (Fri) 7:00p (Organ Symphony) Ses00" Dot
Suntory Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor Tom Borrow, piano*
ISR Chopin Piano Concerto No. 1 E Minor Op. 11 or No. 2 F Minor Op. 21 Ordinary Youth
December Nielsen Symphony No. 4 Op. 29, The Inextinguishable SA ;‘5-880 iiggg
12 (Fri) 7:00pm B7,600 B3500
) C6,000 C2,800
13 (sat) 2:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor D5,000 D 1,800
NHK Hall The Winner of the 19th International Chopin Piano Competition, piano E3,000 E1400
2026 TR Mahler Symphony No. 6 A Minor, Tragische (Tragic) Ordinary Youth
Janua $11,000 S 5,500
1 ry A9500 A4,500
17 (Sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B 3,500
Sun) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
18 (Sun) P D5,000 D1,800
E 3,000 E 1,400
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor -
TN Mussorgsky / Shostakovich Khovanshchina, opera Ordinary Youth
January —Dawn over the Moscow River, prelude $12,000 $ 6,000
y Shostakovich Piano Concerto No. 2 F Major Op. 102 A10,000 A5,000
29 (Thu) 7:00pm N h B8,000_ B4,000
30(Fri) 7:00pm Prokofiev Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major Op. 100 £6500 C3,250
oop . D5500 D2,750
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor —_—
Suntory Hall Kanon Matsuda, piano
TITITELEE]  Debussy Prélude a Iaprés-midi d'un faune (Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun) ©Ordinary Youth
January Dutilleux Cello Concerto, Tout un monde lointain... (A Whole Distant World...) S 11,000 S 5,500
23 (Fri) 700 Rimsky-Korsakov The Tale of Tsar Saltan, suite Op. 57 A9500 A4500
1) 00PM - stravinsky The Firebird, ballet suite (1919 edition) B7,600 B3500
24 (sat) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
. D5,000 D1,800
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor £3000 E1400
NHK Hall Michiaki Ueno, cello —
2026 Schumann Symphony No. 3 E-flat Major Op. 97, Rheinische (Rhenish) Ordinary Youth
Wagner Goétterdammerung, opera—Siegfrieds Rheinfahrt, $10,000 S 5,000
Febr!
2 ebruary Siegfrieds Tod und Trauermarsch, Briinnhildes Schlussgesang: A8500 A4,000
7 (Sat) 6:00pm Starke Scheite schichtet mir dort* B6,500 B 3,100
8 (Sun) 2'00pm (Twilight of the Gods— Siegfried’s Rhine Journey, C5400 C2550
) Siegfried’s Funeral March, Briinnhilde's Immolation) D4,300 D1,500
Philippe Jordan, conductor E2200 E1000
NHK Hall Tamara Wilson, soprano*
I Dvorak Violin Concerto A Minor Op. 53 Ordinary Youth
February Brahms Serenade No. 1 D Major Op. 11 i}gyggg ig'ggg
19 (Thu) 7:00pm 8,000 B4,000
p!
20 (Fri) 7:00pm C6,500  C3,250
Jakub Hrisa, conductor D5,500 D2,750
Suntory Hall Josef Spaéek, violin
Concert No. 2058 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Japanese Composers Series Ordinary Youth
February Kodaly Variations on a Hungarian Folksong The Peacock 810000 85000
13 (Fri) 7:00pm Hummel Trumpet Concerto E Major 56500 B3100
Mussorgsky / Konoe Pictures at an Exhibition, suite y :
14 (sat) 2:00pm C5400 C2,550
Gergely Madaras, conductor D4,300 D 1,500
NHK Hall Kazuaki Kikumoto (Principal Trumpet, NHKSO), trumpet E 2,200 E 1,000
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2026 T Haydn Cello Concerto No. 1 C Major Hob. VIlb-1 Ordinary Youth
April Bruckner Symphony No. 9 D Minor $ 11,000 $ 5,500
O 4 P A9500 A4,500
11 (sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B 3,500
Fabio Luisi, conductor EBZW £ 1:400
NHK Hall Jan Vogler, cello -
TIIER]  Mozart Clarinet Concerto A Major K. 622 Ordinary Youth
April Mahler Symphony No. 5 C-sharp Minor i‘2~0°° i6v°°°
10,000 A5,000
16 (Thu) 7:00pm 88,000 B 4,000
N 7 C6,500  C3,250
17 (F”) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor D5500 D2,750
Suntory Hall Kenji Matsumoto (Principal Clarinet, NHKSO), clarinet
Concertos 2062 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Japanese Composers Series Ordinary Youth
April Toyama Divertimento for Orchestra $10000 $5000
; Prokofiev Piano Concerto No. 3 C Major Op. 26 AB500_ 74,000
24 (Fri) 7:00pm oncer - ajor p. B6500 B3,100
25 (Sat) 2:00pm Ifukube Ballata Sinfonica (Symphonic Ballad) C5400 C2,550
: Britten Peter Grimes, opera—Four Sea Interludes Op. 33a D4,300 D1,500
E 2,200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Tatsuya Shimono, conductor Kyohei Sorita, piano e
2026 Concertoy 2064 Brahms Double Concerto for Violin and Cello, A Minor Op. 102 Ordinary Youth
Ma Brahms / Schonberg Piano Quartet No. 1 G Minor Op. 25 $10,000 S 5,000
y AB500 A4,000
23 (Sat) 6:00pm B6,500 B 3,100
Sun) 2:00pm i i C5400 C2550
24 ( ul ) P! Mlc_ha.el Sanderllng, clonducmr D4,300 D1500
Christian Tetzlaff, violin E2200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Tanja Tetzlaff, cello —
Concert No. 2063 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Japanese Composers Series Ordinary Youth
May Kazuo Yamada Also sang ein Jiingling, small symphonic poem i}g'ggg igggg
14 (Thu) 7:00pm (Thus Sang a Young Man) B8000_ B 4,000
15 (Fri) 7:00pm Hartmann Concerto funebre (Funereal Concerto)* C6500 C3,250
Sugata Symphonic Overture Op. 6 D5500 D2,750
Hindemith Mathis der Maler, symphony (Matthias the Painter)
Suntory Hall Kazuki Yamada, conductor Suyoen Kim, violin*
T Vasks Commission Work for NHK Symphony Orchestra [Japan Premiere] ~ Ordinary Youth
Ma Shostakovich Symphony No. 4 C Minor Op. 43 $10,000 S 5,000
y AB500 A4,000
29 (Fri) 7:00pm B6500 B3,100
Sat) 2:00pm C5400 C2550
30 (Sat) P D4,300 D1,500
i E 2,200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Andris Poga, conductor -
2026 Wagner Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg—\Vorspiel Ordinary Youth
June (The Mastersingers of Nuremberg—Prelude) $11,000 S5500
06 13 (at) 600pm Mozart Piano Concerto No. 17 G Major K. 453 gg'ggg ngggg
0% Bartok Concerto for Orchestra SR000. Coann
14 (sun) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
Jaap van Zweden, conductor D5,000 D1,800
NHK Hall Conrad Tao, piano E3000 E1400
Y] Honegger Pastorale d’été, symphonic poem (Summer Pastoral) Ordinary Youth
June Berlioz Les nuits d’été, songs Op. 7 (Summer Nights) $12,000 S 6,000
A10,000 A5,000
. Iber Escales (Ports of Call)
4 (Thu) 7:00pm Deb . h honic sketches (The Sea) B8,000 B 4000
5 (Fri) 7:00pm ebussy La mer, three symphonic sketches (The Sea C6500 C3.250
Stéphane Denéve, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Gaélle Arquez, mezzo soprano
IETETY]  Sibelius Andante festivo Ordinary Youth
June Sibelius Violin Concerto D Minor Op. 47 $10,000 $ 5,000
: ; A8500 A4,000
19 (Fri) 7:00pm Rakhmaninov Symphony No. 3 A Minor Op. 44 56500 B3100
20 (sat) 2:00pm C5400 C2550
. D4,300 D1,500
Tadaaki Otaka, conductor E2200 E1000
NHK Hall HIMARI, violin —
All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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