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You are free to take stage photos
during the curtain calls at the end of the performance.

You can take photos with your smartphone or compact digital camera.
When you share the photos on social media, please add #nhkso.
Be careful to avoid accidentally including any audience members in your photos.
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Auto cedfias Off

Set your device to

“flash off mode.”
Make sure that your smartphone is on
“flash off mode” before taking photos.
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Please kindly keep in mind the following:
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Be sure to set your phone to silent mode and turn off Please refrain from entering or leaving your seat
2N your watch alarm etc. during the performance. during the performance.
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Your proper hand disinfection
and cough etiquette are highly appreciated.

Please refrain from making any noise, such as engaging
in private conversations or turning booklet pages.
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Do not disturb others by overly swaying your body. Video or audio recordings, and still photography at the
v v vingy! v auditorium are strictly prohibited during the performance.
(Except at the time of the curtain calls at the end of the concert.)
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Please refrain from visiting the concert hall Please make sure
if you have a fever or feel unwell. that your hearing aids are properly fitted.
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:} Please wait until the performance has completed
before clapping hands or shouting “Bravo.”
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PROGRAM

NHK Hall

November
29 (Sat) 6:00pm
30(Sun) 2:00pm
conductor FabiO LU.ISI
violin Leonidas Kavakos

concertmaster Sunao Goko

Dmitry Shostakovich Alexander von Zemlinsky
Violin Concerto No. 1 A Minor Die Seejungfrau, fantasy
Op. 77 [38’] (The Mermaid)[40']

I Nocturne: Moderato | Sehr massig bewegt

Il Scherzo: Allegro Il Sehr bewegt, rauschend

Il Passacaglia: Andante Il Sehr gedehnt,

IV Burleske: Allegro con brio mit schmerzvollem Ausdruck

— intermission (20 minutes) — - All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles
Fabio Luisi, conductor

Fabio Luisi hails from Genoa. He first conducted the NHK Symphony
Orchestra in 2001 and became its Chief Conductor in September
2022. He performed Verdi's Requiem to celebrate his appointment, and
Mahler's Symphonie der Tausend for the orchestra’s 2000th subscription
concert in 2023. In 2024, he led the orchestra’s Taiwanese tour, and then
" in May 2025, he successfully led its European tour scheduled in con-
junction with Amsterdam’s Mahler Festival at The Concertgebouw, the Prague Spring Festival
and the Dresdner Musikfestspiele: the NHK Symphony Orchestra was the first Asian orchestra
to appear at the Mahler Festival, performing the composer’s Symphonies No. 3 and No. 4 to
critical praise.
Currently the Principal Conductor of the Danish National Symphony Orchestra and the
Music Director of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, he was General Music Director of the Oper-
nhaus Zrich, Principal Conductor of New York’s Metropolitan Opera, Chief Conductor of the

(Ld3S)DiEzEAIN ANSIAD
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Wiener Symphoniker, General Music Director of the Staatskapelle Dresden and the Séchsische
Staatsoper, Principal Conductor and Chief Conductor of the MDR-Sinfonieorchester, Artistic
Director of the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, Chief Conductor of the Tonkiinstler Orchester
and Artistic Director of the Grazer Symphonisches Orchester. He is also Music Director of Pug-
lia's Festival della Valle d’ltria Martina Franca and Emeritus Conductor of Orchestra Sinfonica
Nazionale della Rai. He is a frequent guest of leading orchestras including the Berliner Philhar-
moniker, the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra and the Saito Kinen Orchestra, opera houses and
festivals worldwide.

In recording, his complete Nielsen symphonic cycle with the Danish National Symphony
Orchestra was recognized with Limelight and Abbiati Awards in 2023, while its first volume was
named Recording of the Year by Gramophone. He received a Grammy Award for his leadership
of the last two operas of Wagner’s Ring cycle at the Metropolitan Opera, as released on DVD.
His first CD with the NHK Symphony Orchestra, Bruckner: Symphony No. 8 (1st version) was
released in May 2025.

He is an accomplished composer and maker of perfumes.

Leonidas Kavakos, violin

Acclaimed for his captivating artistry, superb musicianship, matchless
technique and the integrity of his playing, Leonidas Kavakos performs
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with the world’s leading orchestras as both soloist and conductor, and in
recital at the world's premier venues and festivals.

Highlights of his 2025/2026 season include performances with the
Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Gewandhausorchester Leipzig, New
York Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony, hr-Sinfonieorchester Frankfurt, NDR Elbphilhar-
monie Orchester, Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia, Orchestre Philharmo-
nique de Radio France and conducting engagements with Czech Philharmonic, Philharmonia
Orchestra, Barcelona Symphony and Minnesota orchestras.

An enthusiastic chamber musician as well, he has released a series of trio recordings with
Yo-Yo Ma and Emanuel Ax to the highest critical acclaim.

He was born and brought up in Athens, Greece, where he curates an annual violin and
chamber music masterclass which attracts violinists and ensembles from all over the world. In
2022, he founded the ApollQn Ensemble, a chamber group of elite Greek musicians.

He made his debut with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in 2000 performing Tchaikovsky's
Violin Concerto alongside Charles Dutoit. This is his first collaboration with the orchestra since
he played Brahms's Violin Concerto in 2021 under the baton of Herbert Blomstedt.

He plays the ‘Willemotte’ Stradivarius violin of 1734.
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Program Notes

Dmitry Shostakovich (1906-1975)

Violin Concerto No. 1 A Minor Op. 77

St. Petersburg-born Dmitry Shostakovich mostly lived as a citizen of the Soviet Union
where the communist regime utilized every art form as a vehicle for their propaganda.
Especially during Stalin’s era (1924-1953), many artists who didn’t meet the official Soviet
style called “Socialist realism” put their lives and careers in peril.

Shostakovich was subjected to the two infamous cultural purges in 1936 and 1948.
He managed to “rehabilitate” himself writing propagandistic or non-modernist works to
please the authorities. However, he openly hid politically rebellious messages in his music,
while stashing several improper or artistically ambitious works “in his desk drawer” to
avoid the government officials’ wrath.

One of his works put in his drawer is the Violin Concerto No. 1 penned between July
1947 and March 1948. Zhdanov, Stalin’s right-hand person, denounced Shostakovich
and other Soviet composers for their modernist style in February 1948, which prevented
the concerto from being made public. In 1955, two years after Stalin’s death, the first per-
formance was given in Leningrad by David Oistrakh, the legendary Soviet violinist who
inspired Shostakovich to compose both of his Violin Concertos Nos. 1-2 (1948/1967) and
Violin Sonata (1968).

No. 1 is not in the conventional three-movement concerto form and has instead four
independent movements. The dismal opening, Nocturne in A minor, is the only movement
where a celesta and harps are called for. The violin solo’s extended chromatic monologue
gives midway a theme equally utilizing all twelve notes of the chromatic scale, foretelling
Shostakovich’s subsequent adoption of the avant-garde twelve-tone technique. Scherzo
has some themes derived from the famous DSCH motif consisting of four notes D—
E-flat-C-B (D-Es—C-H in German notation) after the German transliteration of his name
(D. SCHostakowitsch). This motif will resound in the composer’s Symphony No. 10 which is

supposedly linked with Stalin. The third movement is a Passacaglia, a form typical of the
Baroque era of continuous variation on a given theme (usually a bass line). Here the theme is
announced solemnly by low strings and timpani at the start. The grand cadenza (a highly vir-
tuosic violin solo without orchestra) leads without pause to the frenzied Burleske in A minor.

Alexander von Zemlinsky (1871-1942)

Die Seejungfrau, fantasy (The Mermaid)

Late-Romantic Viennese composer Alexander von Zemlinsky had long been overshadowed
by his contemporaries who were active in Vienna at the turn of the century, such as Gustav
Mabhler (1860-1911) and Arnold Schonberg (1874-1951). However, Zemlinsky’s works
including the Lyric Symphony (1923) have been performed more and more frequently in
later days. Overall, his chromatically-expanded harmonic style follows Mahler and Richard
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Strauss without parting from the traditional tonal language. Unlike Schonberg, Zemlinsky’s
composition pupil and brother-in-law (his sister married Schénberg in 1901), he never adopted
the novel twelve-tone technique.

Die Seejungfrau (The Mermaid), a fantasy for large orchestra written in 1902-1903, is
also Zemlinsky’s representative work. It was premiered at a concert in Vienna in 1905
where Schonberg’s Pelleas und Melisande was also first heard publicly. The Mermaid
enjoyed a few more performances before Zemlinsky withdrew it. He then left the score of
the first part in Vienna and brought only the second and third parts along when he fled to
the US as a Jewish exile in 1938. It was four decades after his passing in New York, that the
work was rescued from oblivion by a revival performance, thanks to researchers who had
gathered the separate manuscripts together.

The Mermaid is after the fairy tale The Little Mermaid by Danish author Hans
Christian Andersen (1805-1875). Many commentators have associated the choice of this
world-famous love triangle story with the composer’s broken heart. Indeed, Zemlinsky was
in love with his composition pupil, young and brilliant Alma Schindler (1879-1964) who got
engaged to Mahler in 1901 and married him the next year.

The first part of The Mermaid begins with the description of unlit ocean floor: over a
drone A note, contrabasses and a harp introduce the ascending theme before winds give
the undulated theme, both of which will recur throughout the piece as unifying elements.
Then a violin solo presents the heroine’s theme, probably after R. Strauss’s Ein Heldenleben
(A Hero’s Life) (1898) that Zemlinsky said to have studied with absorbed interest. The subse-
quent music depicts a stormy sea, a shipwreck and the Mermaid rescuing the Prince. The
scherzo-like middle part depicts a ball held in the underwater kingdom (we hear a splendid
waltz) and the Mermaid trading her voice for a pair of legs at the Sea Witch’s. The final
part, headed “mit schmerzvollem Ausdruck (with sorrowful expression)”, evokes ambivalent
feelings and then despair of the mute heroine, now in human shape, at the castle of the
Prince who decides to marry a neighboring princess. A quiet mournful music hints the
Mermaid’s self-sacrificing death after refraining from taking the Prince’s life. The ethereal
ending with a marked key shift from dark A minor to luminous E-flat major, suggests the
Mermaid’s ascent to heaven and acquiring of an immortal soul.

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon Il, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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PROGRAM

Concert No.2052
Suntory Hall

December
4(Thu) 7:00pm
5 (Fri) 7:00pm

conductor Fabio LUISI ’ for a profile of Fabio Luisi, see p. 49

piano Tom Borrow

organ Takeshi Kondo

concertmaster  Yosuke Kawasaki

Dai Fujikura Camille Saint-Saéns

Ocean Breaker for Orchestra—
in memoriam Pierre Boulez (2025)

Symphony No. 3 C Minor Op. 78,
Symphonie avec orgue

[Commission Work for NHK Symphony (Organ Symphony) [35']
Orchestra / World Premiere] [16'] | Adagio—Allegro moderato—Poco adagio
Il Allegro moderato—Presto—

G20¢03d 98 v

César Franck

Variations symphoniques for Piano
and Orchestra (Symphonic Variations)
(157

Allegro moderato—Presto—Maestoso—
Allegro

- All performance durations are approximate.

— intermission (20 minutes) —

Artist Profiles
Tom Borrow, piano

Born in Tel Aviv in 2000, Tom Borrow is one of the fastest-rising young

musicians of his generation. He has been regularly mentored by Murray

eined [9BYDING

Perahia through the Jerusalem Music Centre's program for outstanding
young musicians. He also participated in masterclasses of Andras Schiff
and Menahem Pressler, among many others.

In 2019, he was called on to replace Khatia Buniatishvili in a series

of twelve concerts with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. At only 36 hours’ notice, he per-
formed Ravel's Concerto in G Major to sensational acclaim. He has since been invited by major
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orchestras around the world such as the Cleveland Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orches-
tra, BBC Symphony Orchestra, Konzerthausorchester Berlin, Czech Philharmonic and Danish
National Symphony Orchestra, under the baton of leading conductors including Fabio Luisi,
Semyon Bychkov, Vasily Petrenko, Christoph Eschenbach, Sakari Oramo, Thierry Fischer and
Masaaki Suzuki.

A former BBC New Generation Artist, he is a recipient of the Alte Oper Frankfurt's
Young Artist Prize and the Terence Judd-Hallé Award. Currently, he has served as the Artist-
In-Residence at the Sdo Paulo Symphony Orchestra and the Soloist-In-Residence at the Filar-
monica Arturo Toscanini.

This is his highly anticipated first collaboration with the NHK Symphony Orchestra.

Takeshi Kondo, organ

Japanese organist, composer and arranger Takeshi Kondo has been the
Hall Organist of the Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall since 2022. He held the
same title at the MUZA Kawasaki Symphony Hall from 2004 to 2006 and
from 2009 to 2018. He graduated from the Tokyo University of the Arts’
Composition Department and completed its Practical Music Course'’s
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Organ Department, before obtaining his master’s degree in organ perfor-
mance there. He was awarded the prestigious scholarship “The Program of Overseas Study for
Upcoming Artists of Japan’s Agency for Cultural Affairs” to study in Paris.

He is a sought-after collaborator among Japan's major orchestras and ensembles, while
giving solo recitals both at home and abroad and premiering new works of his own and other
Japanese composers. The Symphony No. 3 Organ Symphony was written by French composer
Saint-Saéns who was an outstanding organist himself. No. 3 has nurtured a musical relation-
ship between Kondo and the NHK Symphony Orchestra for over a decade, since the piece
accompanied his debut with the orchestra in 2012 at its “Summer” Concert under the baton of
John Axelrod. Most recently, Kondo and the orchestra led by Michiyoshi Inoue played No. 3 at
the concert celebrating the renewal of the Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall in November 2022.

Program Notes

Dai Fujikura (1977-)
Ocean Breaker for Orchestra

— in memoriam Pierre Boulez (2025)
[Commission Work for NHK Symphony Orchestra / World Premiere]

Born in Osaka, Japan, Fujikura started piano at age 5, and soon began to compose, being
“sick of faithfully interpreting the notes written by others.” He has since cultivated this
daring and free spirit, which makes him nowadays one of the world’s most original and
sought-after composers.
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At age 15, he moved alone to the UK, his base today, where he studied under George
Benjamin (1960-). One of his breakthroughs emerged at the Lucerne Festival when he was
26: his talent was spotted by French composer and conductor Pierre Boulez (1925-2016)
who soon became his mentor and champion. In August 2025, Fujikura’s Rizual for cham-
ber orchestra and electronics was premiered alongside Boulez’s Répons at the Lucerne Fes-
tival’s concert honoring the 100th anniversary of Boulez’s birth.

The NHK Symphony Orchestra has long had a close relationship with Fujikura and,
most recently, performed his Shakuhachi Concerto in 2023. Back in 2010, the orchestra’s
six cellists gave the Japanese premiere of Fujikura’s Mirrors penned for the 85th birthday of
Boulez, whose memory the present work Ocean Breaker for Orchestra is dedicated to.

Written as a concerto for an entire orchestra, it is marked by a gravity-free fluid
nature, one of Fujikura’s musical fingerprints. (His Special Essay on the work is on p. 57)

César Franck (1822-1890)

Variations symphoniques for Piano and Orchestra
(Symphonic Variations)

César Franck led the French musical scene alongside his thirteen-year junior Saint-Saéns
during the mid-to-late 19th century. His disciples (mostly his students at the Paris Conserva-
toire) reverently called him “Pére Franck (Father Franck)”, admiring his sublime artistry and
sincere personality. In Paris, these loyal “Franckist” composers including Vincent d’Indy
(1851-1931) and Ernest Chausson (1855-1899) will be as influential as their opponent
Claude Debussy (1862-1918), a pioneer of the 20th-century bold explorations in music.

Having said that, Franck was not originally from France but Belgium. He was born in
Liége to a German/Walloon couple to be active in Paris later. Franck’s style full of lyricism
is indeed readily differentiated from the typical French composers’. On the model of Bach,
Beethoven, Liszt and Wagner, Franck acquired a mastery of counterpoint as well as a
sort of Austro-Germanic rigor and formal logic to gain his individual style. Moreover, his
expertise as a church organist—namely as an improviser—is definitely connected with his
wide range of tonal textures and ingenious harmonic change.

Most of Franck’s piano works were written during his earliest years (when he was a
child piano prodigy promoted by his ambitious father) and his concluding years. A trigger which
revived his passion for piano composition was the symphonic poem Les Dyinns (1884) for
piano and orchestra that he wrote for a commission. Deeply impressed and inspired by the
piano virtuoso Louis Diémer who premiered it in March 1885, Franck soon wrote for the
pianist, Variations symphoniques (Symphonic Variations) for piano and orchestra. The work was
first heard in Paris with Diémer as soloist and Franck conducting in May 1886.

Symphonic Variations is performed seamlessly without pause. It first introduces the
three main themes: the strings resolutely give the dotted first theme at the outset, immedi-
ately before the piano calmly states the descending second theme, and then sings the more
melodious third element. Their following variations move from a lyrically dark atmosphere
to a radiantly joyous one before the march-inflected finale triumphantly closes the work in
F-sharp major.
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Camille Saint-Saéns (1835-1921)

Symphony No. 3 C Minor Op. 78,
Symphonie avec orgue (Organ Symphony)

Born in Paris, Camille Saint-Saéns was a genuine musical prodigy. He made his official

pianist debut at age 10 composing his own cadenza for a Mozart concerto he programmed
for the concert. Then the precocious thirteen-year-old entered the Paris Conservatoire to
study organ and composition. Later he was made organist of the Madeleine, one of Paris’s
important Catholic churches, to remain in the post for twenty years. Franz Liszt (1811-1886)
who recognized Saint-Saéns’s talent as a pianist and composer hailed him “the greatest
organist in the world” as well. Furthermore, Saint-Saéns, a reputable conductor as well,
was an enthusiastic supporter of other contemporary composers, conducting Liszt’s sym-
phonic poems and defending music of Richard Wagner (1813-1883) in France.

Through his own experiences as an interpreter, Saint-Saéns strongly sensed the neces-
sity of an effort to boost his country’s instrumental music repertoire. In fact, operas, ballets
and Austro-German music dominated the French classical music life until then. That was
a reason why he founded the Société nationale de musique in Paris in 1871 together with
musicians such as Franck and Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924). Amid the rising nationalism
after Prussia defeated France at the war of 1870-1871, this patriotic association aimed to
encourage French composers to write more orchestral and chamber music. It gave the first
performances of, besides Franck’s above-mentioned Symphonic Variations, important works
by Debussy, Paul Dukas (1865-1935), Maurice Ravel (1875-1937) and the “Franckists,”
among others. Saint-Saéns himself penned various instrumental pieces as well.

The Symphony No. 3 Organ Symphony is tied to these efforts, but it came from a dif-
ferent background. Considered then one of the best living French composers in England,
Saint-Saéns was commissioned to write a work for LLondon’s Philharmonic Society. Pos-
sibly inspired by Liszt’s Hunnenschlacht (The Batile of the Huns) (1857) for orchestra including
an organ, Saint-Saéns composed the Organ Symphony in 1886. Two months after the
premiere in London in May 1886 with Saint-Saéns himself conducting, Liszt passed away.
The work was dedicated to the memory of the Hungarian giant.

The entire Organ Symphony is unified by the Lisztian transformation of a theme. The
wiggling theme is given by the violins after the short slow introduction. The first notes
of this theme correspond to the beginning of the Dies Irae (Day of Wrath) melody from the
Catholic Mass for the Dead. This is highly likely linked with this symphony’s bright, opti-
mistic ending in C major.

Overall, the work has a clear but unique structure, having four sections (after the conven-
tional symphony format) being encased two by two in two movements. Symmetrically, the organ
opens the second sections of each movement respectively evoking the instrument’s intro-
spective and magnificent characters. The symphony also includes virtuosic piano passages
for two and four hands, reminding us of the composer’s considerable reputation as a pianist.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 52
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Special Essay | Dai Fujikura

Private Sketches for the orchestral work

Ocean Breaker

I must be a rather strange composer—my
orchestral piece Glorious Clouds is about
bacteria, and now Ocean Breaker, despite its
title, is actually about clouds.

The inspiration for this piece came
from a book on clouds that I found in a
London gift shop. It was likely intended
for children, filled with beautiful illustra-
tions of various cloud formations. But what
captivated me most was a type of cloud
called Fluctus. These clouds resemble ocean
breakers, curling into waves when the wind
above them moves significantly faster than
the wind below. A rare phenomenon, appar-
ently.

I was drawn to this image, especially
because this orchestral work already had a
sense of weightlessness and fluid motion. At

the same time, it carries the spirit of a “con-
certo for orchestra”—where every instru-
ment, even the tuba, has its moment in the
spotlight. The music continuously shifts
focus, passing the energy from one section
to another. Melodies and phrases move at
different speeds, mirroring the way Fluctus
clouds take shape through contrasting wind
currents.

Having written concertos for many
instruments—including some rather unusual
ones—I felt the time was right to create a
work that celebrates the entire orchestra.
Ocean Breaker is that piece: an orchestral
concerto where the waves of sound surge,
collide, and transform, much like the
ever-changing sky.

\
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Dai Fujikura, composer
@Yuko Moriyama / otocoto
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PROGRAM

Concert No.2053
NHK Hall

December
12(Fri) 7:00pm
13(Sat) 2:00pm
conductor Fabio LUISI ‘ for a profile of Fabio Luisi, see p. 49
piano EriC Lu [The Winner of the 19th International Chopin Piano Competition]

concertmaster  Yosuke Kawasaki

Frédéric Frangois Chopin Carl Nielsen
Piano Concerto No. 2 F Minor Symphony No. 4 Op. 29,
Op. 21 [32] The Inextinguishable [36']
| Maestoso I Allegro
Il Larghetto Il Poco allegretto
111 Allegro vivace Il Poco adagio quasi andante
IV Allegro
— intermission (20 minutes) —
- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profile

Eric LU, pia no [The Winner of the 19th International Chopin Piano Competition]

Eric Lu was awarded the First Prize at the 19th International Chopin
Piano Competition held in Warsaw in October 2025. In the history of this
prestigious event, he is one of the only two pianists who became the
winner performing Chopin’s Piano Concerto No. 2 in F minor, considered
more introverted than No. 1, at the final round; the other is his teacher
Dang Thai Son, the winner of the 10th edition in 1980.

Lu also won the First Prize at the Leeds International Piano Competition in 2018, after
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coming to international attention as the Fourth Prize winner at the International Chopin Piano
Competition in 2015 aged just 17. A former BBC New Generation Artist from 2019 to 2022, he
received the Avery Fisher Career Grantin 2021.

Born on December 15, 1997 in Massachusetts, USA, he is a graduate of the Curtis Insti-
tute of Music, studying with Robert McDonald and Jonathan Biss. He already debuted with
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the world’s major orchestras including the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, London Symphony
Orchestra, Boston Symphony Orchestra, Los Angeles Philharmonic and the Oslo Philharmonic
alongside Riccardo Muti, Marin Alsop, Vasily Petrenko, Edward Gardner, Thomas Dausgaard,
Earl Lee, Ryan Bancroft, Ruth Reinhardt and Martin Frost, among others.

This is his first collaboration with the NHK Symphony Orchestra.

Program Notes

Frédéric Frangois Chopin (1810-1849)
Piano Concerto No. 2 F Minor Op. 21

Poland’s national hero Frédéric Frangois Chopin was born to a French father and a Polish

mother near Warsaw. A child prodigy, the future Poet of the Piano received elementary piano
lessons from his mother and sister before studying composition under Jozef Elsner privately
and at Warsaw’s High School of Music. Elsner encouraged his talented pupil to extend his
own individuality, which laid the groundwork for Chopin’s highly personal artistry.

Chopin’s works, mostly piano music, are marked by melodic beauty that he owes to
his strong attachment for Italian operas and their flowing, ornamental “Bel Canto” singing
style. He was an unequaled pianist and improviser himself, which is reflected in the grace-
ful virtuosity, inventive harmonic twists and ornaments found in his piano writing. Finally,
we must not forget his ties with the musical heritage of his beloved mother country. Polish
folk dances’ elements, particularly their rhythms, provide his music with colors and live-
liness. His two youthful piano concertos blend those characteristics with influences from
older composer-pianists such as Johann Nepomuk Hummel and John Field.

No. 2 in F minor is Chopin’s first piano concerto (but published as his second). The rising
star penned it in 1829 at age 19, after he gave successful concerts in Vienna performing
his Variations on “La ci darem la mano” from Don Giovanni and Rondo a la Krakowiak, both
for piano and orchestra. He premiered No. 2 during his public concert debut in Warsaw in
March 1830. The highly-anticipated event, sold out, gathered 900 audience members.

An extensive orchestral introduction opens No. 2 announcing the tense first theme
on violins and the idyllic second theme on an oboe, before the pianist’s dramatic entrance.
The intimate middle movement, evoking a nocturne, expresses Chopin’s love for the
soprano Konstancja Gtadkowska according to his letter to a friend. The final rondo move-
ment is famous for its rhythms of mazurka, a Polish folk dance, and the utilization by vio-
lins and violas of the col legno technique of striking the strings with the bow’s wood.
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Carl Nielsen (1865-1931)

Symphony No. 4 Op. 29, The Inextinguishable

Born in the Danish Island of Funen in 1865, Carl Nielsen is considered one of the most
essential Nordic composers alongside Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) from Finland, the same
age as him, and Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) from Norway. Nielsen studied composition at
the Royal Danish Academy of Music in Copenhagen under his compatriot Niels Gade,
Grieg’s teacher as well. Nielsen then started his career as an orchestral violinist while
composing, before serving as a conductor with the Royal Theatre in the capital and the
Orchestra of the Copenhagen Music Society.

Nielsen left us a vast catalogue including six unconventional, inventive, beautiful
symphonies (first heard on his native soil during his lifetime between 1894 and 1925), concertos, two
operas and a profusion of songs and choral works.

The Symphony No. 4 was penned between the summer of 1914 and the beginning of
1916. At the time, both the composer and the world surrounding him stood at the cross-
roads, even though Denmark remained neutral during World War I. While going through a
marital crisis, Nielsen gained self-confidence as a composer and conductor more than ever
following the successful premieres under his own baton of his Symphony No. 3 Sinfonia
Espansiva and Violin Concerto in 1911. Three years later, he left a conducting position at
the Royal Theatre to be a freelance musician for the first time since 1889, which allowed
him to spend more time composing the Symphony No. 4.

Nielsen conducted the premiere of No. 4 in Copenhagen in 1916, which was followed
immediately by its performances in Stockholm and Berlin. No. 4 was even blessed with the
British premiere by the LLondon Symphony Orchestra under the composer’s baton in 1923.
Alongside the Symphony No. 5, No. 4 is considered today one of Nielsen’s greatest works.

Regarding the subtitle The Inextinguishable given by the composer himself, the pro-
gram notes for the premiere and the comments made by Nielsen on various occasions are
informative. According to them, the subtitle is an attempt “to suggest what only the music
itself has the power to express fully: the elementary will to life.” “Music s life, and like it][, ]
inextinguishable,” stated Nielsen.

No. 4 is a single-movement symphony composed of four contrastive parts. The most
distinctive features are its unpredictable unfoldment, even in the first part in sonata form,
and a vital role played by two sets of timpani. Violins and the first timpani assume the calm
transition from the kaleidoscopic first part to the pastoral second part. The grievous slow
third part begins with a lament sung by violins backed with the first timpani. The second
timpani finally appears right before the last Allegro part where two sets of timpani have a
heated exchange. The symphony concludes in E major with the support of the second tim-
pani’s powerful cadence.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 52
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2025-26

2025 W\ EEEIOEEEN  Shostakovich Violin Concerto No. 1 A Minor Op. 77 Ordinary Youth
Zemlinsky Die Seejungfrau, fantasy (The Mermaid) §11,000 S 5500
1 2 November v Jungirad v A9500  A4,500
29 (Sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B 3500
30 (Sun) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
Program A of the December D5000 D1.800
subscription concerts will be o E 3,000 E 1400
held in November. Fabio Luisi, conductor —
NHK Hall Leonidas Kavakos, violin
B ConcertNo:| 2052 Fujikura Ocean Breaker for Orchestra—in memoriam Pierre Boulez (2025) Ordinary Youth
[Commission Work for NHK Symphony Orchestra / World Premiere] $12,000 S 6,000
December Franck Variations symphoniques for Piano and Orchestra (Symphonic Variations)* A10,000 A5,000
4 (Thu) 7:00pm Saint-Saéns Symphony No. 3 C Minor Op. 78, Symphonie avec orgue g:% g;%
Fri) 7 Organ Symph =55 L 3
5 (Fri) 7:00pm (Organ Symphony) D5,500 D2,750
Suntory Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor Tom Borrow, piano* Takeshi Kondo, organ
GBI Chopin Piano Concerto No. 2 F Minor Op. 21 Ordinary Youth
Nielsen Symphony No. 4 Op. 29, The Inextinguishable S11,000 S 5,500
December A9500 A4500
12 (Fri) 7:00pm B7.600 B3,500
y C6,000 C2,800
13 (sat) 2:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor D5,000 D 1,800
NHK Hall Eric Lu (The Winner of the 19th International Chopin Piano Competition), piano E 3,000 E 1,400
2026 Wi\ CIEIWEREN  Mahler Symphony No. 6 A Minor, Tragische (Tragic) Ordinary Youth
$11,000 S 5500
1 January A9,500 A4,500
17 (sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B3500
Sun) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
18 (Sun) P D5,000 D1,800
E 3,000 E 1400
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor -
o) EIEATEIA  Mussorgsky / Shostakovich Khovanshchina, opera Ordinary Youth
—Dawn over the Moscow River, prelude $12,000 S 6,000
January gy b . A10,000 A5,000
29 (Thu) 7:00pm Shostakovich Piano Concerto No. 2 F Major Op. 102 88000 B4000
§ Prokofiev Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major Op. 100 . -
30(i) 700pm metery force Sea com
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor —
Suntory Hall Kanon Matsuda, piano
TITTEREE  Debussy Prélude a I'aprés-midi d’'un faune (Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun) ©Ordinary Youth
January Dutilleux Cello Concerto, Tout un monde lointain... (A Whole Distant World...) $ 11,000 S 5,500
23 (Fri) 700 Rimsky-Korsakov The Tale of Tsar Saltan, suite Op. 57 A9,500 A4,500
) 200PM  stravinsky The Firebird, ballet suite (1919 edition) B7,600 B 3500
24 (sat) 2:00pm €6,000 C2,800
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor Eg'ggg El'igg
NHK Hall Michiaki Ueno, cello _—
2026 A ConcertNot| 2057 Schumann Symphony No. 3 E-flat Major Op. 97, Rheinische (Rhenish) Ordinary Youth
February Wagner Gétterddmmerung, opera—Siegfrieds Rheinfahrt, $10,000 S 5,000
Siegfrieds Tod und Trauermarsch, Briinnhildes Schlussgesang: A8,500 A4,000
O 2 7 (Sat) 6:00pm Starke Scheite schichtet mir dort* B6,500 B 3,100
8 (Sun) 2'00pm (Twilight of the Gods— Siegfried’s Rhine Journey, C5,400 C2,550
} Siegfried’s Funeral March, Briinnhilde’s Immolation) D4,300 D1,500
Philippe Jordan, conductor E2200 E1,000
NHK Hall Tamara Wilson, soprano*
=) [CIEETIERE  Dvotak Violin Concerto A Minor Op. 53 Ordinary Youth
February Brahms Serenade No. 1 D Major Op. 11 % ig%
19 (Thu) 7:00pm B8000_ B 4,000
o . y 2
20(Fri) 7:00pm  jakub Hréa, conductor gg :gg gg 7:8
Suntory Hall Josef Spacek, violin —
ConcertNos 2058 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Japanese Composers Series Ordinary Youth
February Kodaly Variations on a Hungarian Folksong The Peacock i;%ggo iivggg
13 (Fri) 7:00pm Hummel Trumpet Concerto E Major B6500 B3100
14 (sat) 200pm Mussorgsky / Konoe Pictures at an Exhibition, suite C5400 C2550
0Pl D4,300 D1,500
Gergely Madaras, conductor E2200 E1000
NHK Hall Kazuaki Kikumoto (Principal Trumpet, NHKSO), trumpet —
NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO ‘ 61 |



NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:00pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
Ordinary Youth

2026 [y

Haydn Cello Concerto No. 1 C Major Hob. VIIb-1

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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April Bruckner Symphony No. 9 D Minor $ 11,000 S 5500
4 p A9,500 A4,500
11 (sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B3500
12(5ur)200pm oo coam
Fabio Luisi, conductor ESZW E 1:400
NHK Hall Jan Vogler, cello —_—
B Mozart Clarinet Concerto A Major K. 622 Ordinary Youth
P Mahler Symphony No. 5 C-sharp Minor $12,00 S 6,000
April ymphony P A10,000 A5,000
16 (Thu) 7:00pm B8000 B 4,000
i) 7+ C6,500  C3,250
17 (Fri) 7000m oo Luisi, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Kenji Matsumoto (Principal Clarinet, NHKSO), clarinet
Concert No. 2062 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Japanese Composers Series Ordinary Youth
April Toyama Divertimento for Orchestra $10,000 $5000
. Prokofiev Piano Concerto No. 3 C Major Op. 26 £8500 A4000
24 (Fri) 7:00pm oncet - 'ajor Op. 86,500 B3,100
25 (Sat) 2:00pm Ifukube Ballata Sinfonica (Symphonic Ballad) C5400 C2,550
0P Britten Peter Grimes, opera—Four Sea Interludes Op. 33a D4,300 D1,500
E2200 E1,
NHK Hall Tatsuya Shimono, conductor Kyohei Sorita, piano E2200 E1000.
2026 WAy TR Brahms Double Concerto for Violin and Cello, A Minor Op. 102 Ordinary Youth
Ma Brahms / Schénberg Piano Quartet No. 1 G Minor Op. 25 $10,000 S 5,000
y A8500  A4,000
23 (sat) 6:00pm B6500 B3,100
24 (sun) 200pm  Michael Sanderling, conductor gi’ggg gf’ggg
Christian Tetzlaff, violin £2200 E 1000
NHK Hall Tanja Tetzlaff, cello —
B Concert No. 2063 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Japanese Composers Series Ordinary Youth
May Kazuo Yamada A/so sang ein Jiingling, small symphonic poem i}g'ggg ig’ggg
14 (Thu) 7:00pm (Thus Sang a Young Man) B8000  B4000
15 (Fri) 7:00pm Hartmann Concerto funebre (Funereal Concerto)* C6,500 C3,250
op Sugata Symphonic Overture Op. 6 D5500 D2,750
Hindemith Mathis der Maler, symphony (Matthias the Painter)
Suntory Hall Kazuki Yamada, conductor Suyoen Kim, violin*
AR Vasks Commission Work for NHK Symphony Orchestra [Japan Premiere] ~ Ordinary Youth
Ma Shostakovich Symphony No. 4 C Minor Op. 43 $10,000 S 5,000
y A8500  A4,000
29 (Fri) 7:00pm 86,500 B 3,100
Sat) 2:00pm C5400 C2550
30 (sat) 2:00p D4300 D1,500
E2200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Andris Poga, conductor -
2026 W\ Wagner Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg— Vorspiel Ordinary Youth
June (The Mastersingers of Nuremberg— Prelude) $11,000 S5500
06 13 (at) 6:00pm Mozart Piano Concerto No. 17 G Major K. 453 % Qg'ggg
0P Bartok Concerto for Orchestra y y
14 (sun) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
Jaap van Zweden, conductor D5,000 D1,800
NHK Hall Conrad Tao, piano E3000 E1,400
=} EIITEXA  Honegger Pastorale d'été, symphonic poem (Summer Pastoral) Ordinary Youth
June Berlioz Les nuits d'été, songs Op. 7 (Summer Nights) $12,000 S 6,000
4 (Thu) 7:00 pm Iber Escales (Ports of Call) :;%ggo Qi’ggg
5 (Fri) 7:(')0pm Debussy La mer, three symphonic sketches (The Sea) 6500 C3250
Stéphane Denéve, conductor D5500 D2,750
Suntory Hall Gaélle Arquez, mezzo soprano
AT Sibelius Andante festivo Ordinary Youth
June Sibelius Violin Concerto D Minor Op. 47 $10,000 $ 5,000
) Rakhmaninov Sym . i . A8500 A4,000
19 (Fri) 7:00pm ymphony No.3 A Minor Op. 44 B6,500 B3,100
20 (sat) 2:00pm C5400 C2550
) D4,300 D1,500
Tadaaki Otaka, conductor E2200 E 1000
NHK Hall HIMARI, violin (tax’included]’
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NHK Symphony Orchestra 100th Anniversary:
Major Commemorative Events
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