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‘,,_.,_“;.! il You are free to take stage photos
aWJbi'd' ‘Ml during the curtain calls
{ at the end of the performance.

You can take photos with your smartphone or compact digital camera.
When you share the photos on social media, please add #nhkso.
Be careful to avoid accidentally including any audience members in your photos.
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Auto On (Forced flash) off

Set your device to
“flash off mode.”

Make sure that your smartphone is on
“flash off mode” before taking photos.
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Please kindly keep in mind the following: Please refrain from entering or leaving your seat

during the performance.
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Be sure to set your phone to silent mode and turn off
2 your watch alarm etc. during the performance.
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Your proper hand disinfection

and cough etiquette are highly appreciated.
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: : N : Video or audio recordings, and still photography at the
Please refrain from making any noise, such as engagin " ” o N
. vat i g‘ V! booklet 9aging auditorium are strictly prohibited during the performance.
In private conversations or turning booklet pages. (Except at the time of the curtain calls at the end of the concert.)
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Please refrain from visiting the concert hall Please make sure
if you have a fever or feel unwell. that your hearing aids are properly fitted.
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Please wait until the performance has completed When shouting "Bravo,"

before clapping hands or shouting “Bravo.” please be considerate of people around you.
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NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Chief Conductor: Fabio Luisi

Music Director Emeritus: Charles Dutoit

Honorary Conductor Laureate: Herbert Blomstedt
Conductor Laureate: Vladimir Ashkenazy

Honorary Conductor: Paavo Jarvi

Permanent Conductors: Tadaaki Otaka, Tatsuya Shimono

Specially Appointed Concertmaster: Fuminori Maro Shinozaki

First Concertmaster: Sunao Goko

Guest Concertmaster: Yosuke Kawasaki

1st Violins

Shirabe Aoki
Kyoko Une
Yuki Oshika
O Ryota Kuratomi
Ko Goto
Tamaki Kobayashi
Toshihiro Takai
Yuki Naoi
Yumiko Nakamura
Takao Furihata
O Hiroyuki Matsuda
Nana Miyagawa
Ryuto Murao
O Tsutomu Yamagishi
O Masamichi Yokoshima
O Koichi Yokomizo

2nd Violins

© Rintaro Omiya

© Masahiro Morita
Toshiyuki Kimata
Maiko Saito

O Keiko Shimada

O Atsushi Shirai

O Akiko Tanaka
Kirara Tsuboi
Yosuke Niwa
Kazuhiko Hirano
Yoko Funaki
Kenji Matano

O Haruhiko Mimata
Masaya Yazu
Yoshikazu Yamada
Toshiro Yokoyama
Yuka Yoneda

Ayumu lizuka
Taiga Tojo

Violas

© Ryo Sasaki

© Junichiro Murakami

¥¢ Shotaro Nakamura
Satoshi Ono
Shigetaka Obata

[[) Gentaro Sakaguchi
Mayumi Taniguchi
Hiroto Tobisawa

O Hironori Nakamura
Naoyuki Matsui
Rachel Yui Mikuni

# Yuya Minorikawa

O Ryo Muramatsu
Yuji Yamada

Cellos

© Rei Tsujimoto

© Ryoichi Fujimori
Hiroya Ichi
Yukinori Kobatake

O Miho Naka

O Ken’ichi Nishiyama
Shunsuke Fujimura
Koichi Fujimori
Hiroshi Miyasaka
Yuki Murai
Yusuke Yabe

O Shunsuke Yamanouchi
Masako Watanabe

Contrabasses

© Shu Yoshida

O Masanori Ichikawa
Eiji Inagawa

O Jun Okamoto
Takashi Konno

O Shinji Nishiyama
Tatsuro Honma
Yoko Yanai

Flutes

© Masayuki Kai

© Hiroaki Kanda
Maho Kajikawa
Junji Nakamura

Oboes

© Yumi Yoshimura
Shoko Tkeda
Izumi Tsuboike
Hitoshi Wakui

Eiji Yamamoto

Trombones

© Hikaru Koga

© Mikio Nitta
Ko Tkegami
Hiroyuki Kurogane
Takenori Yoshikawa

Tuba

Yukihiro Ikeda

Clarinets

O Kei Ito
© Kenji Matsumoto
# Takashi Yamane

Bassoons

© Hironori Ugajin
© Kazusa Mizutani
Yuki Sato
Keiko Sugawara
Itaru Morita

Horns

© Hitoshi Imai
Naoki Ishiyama
Yasushi Katsumata
Hiroshi Kigawa
Yudai Shoji
Kazuko Nomiyama

Trumpets

© Kazuaki Kikumoto

© Tomoyuki Hasegawa
Tomoki Ando
Kotaro Fujii

(O Principal, ¥ Acting Principal, O Vice Principal, [] Acting Vice Principal, # Inspector)
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Timpani

© Toru Uematsu
© Shoichi Kubo

Percussion

Tatsuya Ishikawa
Hidemi Kuroda
Satoshi Takeshima

Harp

Risako Hayakawa

Stage Manager

Masaya Tokunaga
Daisuke Kurokawa

Librarian

Akane Oki
Hideyo Kimura
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PROGRAM

Concert No.2010
NHK Hall

May
11(Sat) 6:00pm
12(Sun) 2:00pm

conductor Fabio Luisi

concertmaster  Fuminori Maro Shinozaki

Riccardo Panfili Ottorino Respighi

Abitare la battaglia(Living the Battle) | Feste Romane, -

[Japan Premiére][16'] symphonic poem %
(Roman Festivals)[23'] ')%

Ottorino Respighi | Circenses (Circus Games) N

Pini di Roma, symphonic poem Il Giubileo (The Jubilee) R

(Pines of Rome)[21'] Il L'ottobrata (The October Harvest)

|1 pini Villa Borghese IV La Befana (The Epiphany)

(The Pines of the Villa Borghese)
Il Pini presso una catacomba

(Pines near Catacomb) - Program order of the concert has changed from
.. L initially announced.
Il I pini del Gianicolo - All performance durations are approximate.

(The Pines of the Janiculum)
IV | pini della Via Appia
(The Pines of the Appian Way)

— intermission (20 minutes) —

Ottorino Respighi
Fontane di Roma, symphonic poem
(Fountains of Rome)[18']
I Lafontana di Valle Giulia all'alba
(The Fountain of Valle Giulia at Dawn)
Il La fontana del Tritone al mattino
(The Triton Fountain in the Morning)
I

La fontana di Trevi al meriggio

(The Trevi Fountain at Noon)

IV La fontana di Villa Medici al tramonto
(The Villa Medici Fountain at Sunset)
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Artist Profile
Fabio Luisi, conductor

Fabio Luisi hails from Genoa. He is the Principal Conductor of the Danish
National Symphony Orchestra and the Music Director of the Dallas

Symphony Orchestra. He first conducted the NHK Symphony Orchestra
in 2001, and in September 2022 he became Chief Conductor of the
orchestra. He conducted Verdi's Requiem in the concert to celebrate his
appointment, and Mahler’s Symphonie der Tausend to commemorate
the orchestra 's 2000th subscription concert in December 2023. These two monumental
performances have brought him great success. He has presented works of German and

Austrian composers such as Beethoven, Brahms, Bruckner and R. Strauss as well as those of
Franck and Saint-Saéns, Francophone composers, and with his conducting style full of passion
and poetic sentiment, has captured the hearts of many of audience members. In August 2023,
his tenure as Chief Conductor was extended by three years until August 2028.

He was General Music Director of the Opernhaus Zirich, Principal Conductor of the
Metropolitan Opera in New York, Principal Conductor of the Wiener Symphoniker, as well as
General Music Director of the Staatskapelle Dresden and the Sachsische Staatsoper, Artistic
Director and Principal Conductor of the MDR Sinfonieorchester Leipzig, Music Director of
the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande and Chief Conductor of the Tonkiinstler Orchester. He is
Music Director of the Festival della Valle d'Itria in Martina Franca (Apulia) and has appeared as
guest conductor with numerous renowned ensembles, including the Philadelphia Orchestra,
the Cleveland Orchestra, the Miinchener Philharmoniker, the Filarmonica della Scala, the
London Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, and the Saito Kinen
Orchestra, while also conducting operas at world’s major opera houses. Important recordings
include Verdi, Bellini, Schumann, Berlioz, Rachmaninov, Rimsky-Korsakov, Frank Martin, and
Franz Schmidt, the largely forgotten Austrian composer. In addition, he has recorded various
symphonic poems by Richard Strauss, and a lauded reading of Bruckner’s Symphony No. 9 with
the Staatskapelle Dresden. His recordings of Wagner's Siegfried and Gétterddmmerung with
the Metropolitan Opera won Grammy awards.

Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Riccardo Panfili (1979-)

Abitare la battaglia (Living the Battle) [Japan Premiére]

Riccardo Panfili, one of the most sought-after Italian contemporary composers, dedicated his
Abitare la battaglia (Living the Battle) “with affection, esteem and gratitude” to the conductor

Fabio Luisi who world-premiered both the original version (2017) and the substantially-revised
version (2022). Back in 2016, Panfili’s Oltre la linea for orchestra, commissioned by Milan’s
Teatro alla Scala, had been revealed by Luisi on the podium.

Born in Terni, Panfili held the spotlight in 2006 when his Danzario won the Santa Cecilia
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International Composition Competition to be first performed under Antonio Pappano’s
baton. Four years later, Panfili was chosen as musical assistant to the foremost composer Hans
Werner Henze (1926-2012). Panfili’s latest opera Not, due, quattro... (2019) was commissioned
by Florence’s Teatro del Maggio Musicale of which Luisi served as music director from 2018
to 2019.

Abitare la battaglia, another commission from Maggio Musicale, was composed for
their New Year’s Eve concert conducted by Luisi to be programmed alongside Beethoven’s
philanthropic Symphony No. 9. Panfili named this short but intense piece after Gabriele
Baldini’s study of Verdi’s operas*. According to Panfili, the term "battle" has linked Verdi and
Beethoven in his mind due to their fight for society but also their tireless combat in musical
creation against routine and mannerism. Opening Misterioso (mysteriously) in the lowest
volume (ppppp), Abitare la battagla reaches its zenith at the central Selvaggio (savage) section.
The tranquil close comes right after the inexorable Apocalittico (apocalyptic) section with heavy
blows from timpani. A

*The full title is Abitare la Battaglia. La Storia di Giuseppe Verdi (Living the Battle — The Story of Giuseppe Verdr).

Ottorino Respighi (1879-1936)

Pini di Roma, symphonic poem (Pines of Rome)

The cradle of opera, sonata and sinfonia, Italy had always played the lead role in every

Y202 AVIN 2L LL

sphere of classical music history. In the course of the 19th century, however, Austro-German
composers came into the mainstream of instrumental music, while Italy witnessed the
phenomenal development of opera led by Rossini (1792-1868) and Verdi (1813-1901). The
early 20th century saw the revival of instrumental creation in the Italian Peninsula, to which
Respighi’s contributions cannot be overestimated.

Originally from Bologna, Respighi is known for his elaborate scoring skills. These were
honed under Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908), a greatest orchestrator, while the young Italian
was working as a viola player in Saint Petersburg. The “Roman Trilogy” performed today
represents Respighi’s colorfully imaginative orchestration. It was penned after he moved
to Rome in 1913 as the city’s beauty, history and flourishing orchestral concert culture
inspired him. Each of the three pieces has four parts played without pause, with the detailed
programmatic explanations by the composer himself on the scores.

The second of the triptych, Pini di Roma (1923-1924) pays tribute to centuries-old pine
trees, a symbol of immortality and vitality, which have graced the Eternal City’s scenery
since ancient times. The animated first part depicts children at play around pines in the Villa
Borghese gardens built in the 17th century, while the mysteriously gloomy second part evokes
pines by the entrance of an ancient catacomb, subterranean burial for early Christians. The
slow third part pictures moonlit pines on the Janiculum Hill: towards the end of the score,
Respighi requests to utilize a recording of a singing nightingale (replaced by a bird whistles for
today's performance) over the violins’ trills, which made him one of the earliest composers who
included pre-recorded sounds in acoustic orchestration. The finale, in march rhythm and
tempo, praises the Appian Way lined with pine trees. A quiet misty daybreak is followed by an
extended crescendo suggesting the approach of a legion marching on this military road built in
312 BC. Trumpets resound: with the rising Sun in the background, victorious soldiers mount
to the Capitoline Hill.
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Ottorino Respighi

Fontane di Roma, symphonic poem (Fountains of Rome)
Respighi wrote Fontane di Roma in 1915-1916 as a lone piece. When the 1917 premiere got a

cool reception, producing the sequels was still not to be thought of. Only its successful 1918
performance under Arturo Toscanini’s baton to a great sensation led to Respighi’s world-wide
fame as the composer of the Trilogy to come.

Fontane presents four of Rome’s fountains at the hours when each one’s beauty appears
the most impressive to us. The idyllic first part describes a fountain in the Valle Giulia area
at dawn. The next part, on a bright morning, pictures the 17th-century Triton Fountain
sculpted by the Baroque master Gian Lorenzo Bernini. The powerful French horns imitate the
summons of the sea god Triton blowing his conch shell. Opening with a solemn tune, the third
part captures the magnificence of the famous 18th-century Trevi Fountain, Rome’s largest
fountain, at midday. The finale is flooded with nostalgia: it’s dusk at the Villa Medici Fountain.
Singing birds, rustling leaves in the gentle breeze, tolling bells are heard, then everything fades
into the still of the night.

Ottorino Respighi
Feste Romane, symphonic poem (Roman Festivals)

In the triptych, Feste Romane (1928) calls for the largest orchestra including a varied percussion

section, piano, organ, mandolin and buccinas (buccina is a brass signal instrument used in the ancient
Roman military and replaced by trumpets during today’s performance following the suggestion by the
composer). Respighi’s graphic tone painting lets us come down in time to look on four different
Roman event/celebrations.

The setting of the opening scene is an ancient Roman stadium. A fanfare resounds
for a cruel circus, the audience shouts, and hungry beasts growl. About to be their prey,
Christian martyrs chant a sorrowful melody. The second part invites us to the medieval era,
when Christian pilgrims get to Rome to celebrate the Jubilee. The third part illustrates the
Renaissance wine-grape harvest festival in the Castelli Romani hills with a mandolin, hardly
seen in the classical orchestra, playing a serenade. The finale is set in the Piazza Navona
square on a modern night before Epiphany. Opened by vibrant clarinet tunes, the merry music
portrays a saltarello (an Italian fast folk dance in triple-meter), a barrel organ, bacchanalian revelers
and the like to end the Trilogy euphorically.

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon Il, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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PROGRAM
Concert No.2012
Suntory Hall

May
22(Wed) 7:00pm
23(Thu) 7:00pm

conductor Fabio LulSl | for a profile of Fabio Luisi, see p. 50

piano Rudolf Buchbinder

concertmaster  Yosuke Kawasaki

Johannes Brahms Carl Nielsen

Piano Concerto No. 1 D Minor Symphony No. 2 B Minor Op. 16,
Op. 15 [44'] The 4 Temperaments [35']

I Maestoso I Allegro collerico

Il Adagio Il Allegro comodo e flemmatico

Il Rondo: Allegro non troppo Il Andante malincolico

IV Allegro sanguineo

— intermission (20 minutes) —

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profile

Rudolf Buchbinder, piano

Rudolf Buchbinder, who was born in the Bohemian region of the former
Czechoslovakia in 1946, is a pianist who greatly enjoys freedom while also
inheriting the Viennese musical heritage. He described his career as an
“infinite crescendo” twelve years ago, however, as he gained conviction

in following an authentic path to honor traditions, he seems to have been

mentally liberated from being overly aggressive, thus his performances
began to display a free flow of emotional expressions and improvisational freshness. After his
diligent academic quest and strict training, the self-assured music he produces in the excitement
and exaltation of live performance exhibits his innate optimistic passion, and still retains youthful
performances even though he has matured over the years.

His repertoire focuses on Bach, the works of the Viennese Classical School, and those of
German Romantic composers, however, he also gives his attention to contemporary works. For
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more than 60 times, he has played the complete 32 piano sonatas of Beethoven in many parts

of the world, has recorded them three times until now, and in March this year, he presented

the complete performances at the Spring Festival in Tokyo. He returns to the NHK Symphony
Orchestra for the first time in 10 years, under the baton of Fabio Luisi, as was the last time, and

he will play Brahms Piano Concerto No.1. As he has two celebrated recordings of this work under
Zubin Mehta and Nikolaus Harnoncourt, and, that the concerto is considered to be his specialty,
we can naturally expect to hear his performance with all his might and passion.

[Rudolf Buchbinder by Takaakira Aosawa, music critic]

Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

Piano Concerto No. 1 D Minor Op. 15

New Paths — the composer and critic Schumann (1810-1856) entitled his article this in October

1853 to extoll an unknown Hamburg-born twenty-year-old named Johannes Brahms.
Unfortunately, Schumann, who quickly became Brahms’ mentor, was unable to witness the
“new paths” ahead: suffering from mental illness, Schumann attempted suicide in February
1854, prior to his two-year confinement in a sanitarium and subsequent passing. This gave
Brahms a terrible shock, which is said to have influenced the dark side of his Piano Concerto
No. 1 to some extent. Its origin, a sonata for two pianos, was indeed born in the spring of
1854. After striving to reshape it as a symphony in vain, he recycled the draft to finish the
opening movement of his first piano concerto in the autumn of 1856. The third and then
second movements were completed before long.

Besides the piano part turning its back on any pleasant showiness, the first audience might
have been puzzled about the tonally harsh start of this concerto: strings state the B-flat-major
main theme with intimidating trills, over a stern D-minor chord. Suggestive is that Brahms
inscribed “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord” on the sketch of the not-earthly
second movement. The vigorous finale is a Baroque-inspired rondo with two episodes (in A-
B-A-C-A-B form). It has, rather unusually, two separate cadenzas (the soloist’s virtuosic passages)
which lead the music to a brilliant D-major close.

Carl Nielsen (1865-1931)

Symphony No. 2 B Minor Op. 16, The 4 Temperaments

The most prominent Danish composer of all time, Nielsen studied composition in Copenhagen
under the senior compatriot Niels Gade (1817-1890) who had lived in Leipzig in the 1840s
deepening his friendship with Mendelssohn and Schumann there. While composing, Nielsen

started his career as an orchestral violinist in 1889. He later served as a conductor with the
Royal Theatre in Copenhagen and the Orchestra of the Copenhagen Music Society.

Nielsen left us a vast catalogue including six free-spirited symphonies (premiered on his
native soil between 1894 and 1925), concertos, two operas and a profusion of songs and choral
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works. His early symphonies clearly follow the tradition of Brahms and Dvorak (1841-1904),
while the Danish composer is seeking to free himself from it, consciously or unconsciously, as
early as in his quite unique Symphony No. 2.

No. 2 was completed in 1902 and first performed the same year under the baton of
Nielsen himself. It has a Classical structure having in the middle the waltz movement (replacing
a Classical minuet/scherzo movement) and the tuneful slow movement: only the four movements
and the entire work itself are given the titles of un uncommon sort for a symphony. Based on
the theory of the ancient Greek physician Hippocrates, the four temperaments are the four
basic humors of which the balance determines our personality. Although the symphony’s
source of inspiration was a comical picture about the four temperaments Nielsen saw in
an inn, he, going through a marital crisis, was concerned about the human psychology and
personality at the time, which is also reflected on his opera Saul and David premiered also
in 1902. In the Symphony No. 2, Nielsen portrays the four humors with his peculiar tonal
design (that some experts refer to “progressive tonality”): the fast collerico (Choleric) (fiery, impetuous)
movement in B minor, the waltz-style flemmatico (Phlegmatic) (composed, thoughtful) movement
in G major, the slow malincolico (Melancholic) (joyless, analytical) movement in E-flat minor, and
the fast sanguineo (Sanguine) (optimistic, cheerful) movement concluded by the A-major “Maziale
(martial)” section in march rhythm.

7202 AVIN €28 22

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 52
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PROGRAM
Concert No.2011
NHK Hall

May
17(Fri) 7:30pm
18(Sat) 2:00pm

conductor Fabio LUISI | for a profile of Fabio Luisi, see p. 50

concertmaster Sunao Goko

[Pre-concert Chamber Music - Exclusive to Program C]

Friday 17th from 6:45pm / Saturday 18th from 1:15pm

Kei Ito (cl. & pice. cl.), Kazusa Mizutani (bn. & cbn.), Tomoyuki Hasegawa (tp. & flh.), Mikio Nitta (tb. & eup.), Satoshi Takeshima (perc.)
Ravel (Takeshima) / Ma mére I’Oye, suite (Mother Goose)

* You may enter and leave as you please during the performance.

* Enjoy chamber music from your own seat.

Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy
A Midsummer Night's Dream Symphony No. 5 D Minor Op. 107,
—Overture, Nocturne, Scherzo, Reformation [28']
Wedding March [28'] | Andante - Allegro con fuoco
Il Allegro vivace
Il Andante

IV Choral Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott:
Andante con moto - Allegro maestoso

- This concert will be performed with no intermission.
- All performance durations are approximate.

Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847)

A Midsummer Night's Dream
—Overture, Nocturne, Scherzo, Wedding March

The German-Romantic musician Mendelssohn was a gifted composer, pianist, organist,
conductor and educator. To crown it all, he was well versed in every world of study and art.
Besides his talent for painting, the cultured multilinguist developed his interest in literature
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during his childhood and youth. One of his favorite authors was William Shakespeare whose
A Midsummer Night’s Dream inspired the seventeen-year-old composer to pen the concert
overture in 1826. Seventeen years later, he would reuse it to compose incidental music for the
entire comedy for a production in Potsdam.

The five-act comedy mainly takes place in a forest in an Athens suburb. The mortal
young couple Hermia and Lysander, pursued by Demetrius (Hermia’s fiancé¢) and Helena, reach
the night forest. There, mortal tradesmen including Bottom get together, whereas Oberon (King
of the Fairies) and Titania (Queen of the Fairies) are quarreling. Puck, Oberon’s henchman, puts
a magical love portion on Titania’s eyelids so she falls in love with Bottom — whose head is, by
Puck’s prank, that of a donkey. Puck also applies the portion on Lysander’s and Demetrius’
eyelids so both love Helena, which throws the quartet into chaos. Oberon and Titania
reconciles, every spell except Demetrius’ is broken: the triple weddings of the two mortal
couples and of Theseus (Duke of Athens) and Hippolyta (Queen of the Amazons) are celebrated.

Mendelssohn’s Overture in sonata form is a perfect musical digest of the Bard’s comedy.
Prefatory four chords invite us to a magical world straight away, followed by the strings
giving the nimble first theme to evoke fairies moving around. The mellifluous second theme
represents the mortal lovers, we then hear Bottom’s hee-haws foretelling the silliest happening
of the comedy. Nocturne, opening with a horn tune backed by bassoons, illustrates the four
lovers slumbering peacefully in the forest, while the lilting Scherzo depicts mischievous Puck
and the fairy world. The universally celebrated trumpet fanfare commences Wedding March in
splendid C major, which is the entr’acte music preceding the fifth marriage act.

Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

Symphony No. 5 D Minor Op. 107, Reformation

Moses Mendelssohn (1729-1786), Felix’s grandfather, was the renowned Jewish thinker of the
German Enlightenment. Of Moses’ children, two kept the Jewish religion and four, including

Felix’s father, became Christians. Of Jewish origin, Felix was baptized a Protestant in 1816 at
age 7, six years earlier than his parents’ conversion to the same church.

Felix Mendelssohn’s No. 5 — the symphony he wrote before the Scortish and the Italian,
the number 5 being due to the publication order — is connected to his faith. He began to

Y202 AVIN 8L R LI

compose it in late 1829 expecting it to be performed at the Berlin celebrations (June 1830)
marking the tercentenary of the Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, the pivotal
document for the Reformation. It turned out, however, the premiere at the celebrations
couldn’t happen. As to the reason, some say it was because the composer was Jewish, others
say the work was too modern. In all cases, he delayed in completing it (May 1830) because of
his ill-health. Also notable is the “revival” performance in March 1829 of J. S. Bach’s

St Matthew Passion under Mendelssohn’s initiative and baton. He studied the Lutheran
Baroque master’s music especially intensively for some years prior to this historic concert.

No. 5 is cast in four movements. The slow D-major introduction is said to suggest
Catholicism with the imitative writing in the style of the Renaissance Italian composer
Palestrina and the “Dresden Amen, ” an ascending seven-note melody originally composed for
the Catholic Royal Chapel in Dresden in the late 1700s. The ensuing main sonata section in D
minor is grave, if not tragic. The next movement is a refined scherzo (or minuet) in ABA form,
while the slow third movement evokes a Baroque aria. Then without pause, the finale’s slow
introduction starts with the flute solo quoting the Protestant chorale Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott
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(A Mighty Fortress is Our God) written by Martin Luther (who was a flutist as well). The main sonata
section — contrapuntal at times — will be triumphantly closed with the orchestra singing the
chorale all together.
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Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 52
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2023-24

NHK Hall
Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)

Suntory Hall
Wed. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm)
Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm)

NHK Hall

Fri. 7:30pm (doors open at 6:30pm)
Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.

2024 Panfili Abitare la battaglia (Living the Battle) [Japan Premiere] Ordinary Youth
May Respighi Pini di Roma, symphonic poem (Pines of Rome) $9,800 §4,500
O 5 11 (Sat) 6:00pm Respighi Fontane di Roma, symphonic poem (Fountains of Rome) ‘B\iv‘;gg :gvggg
12 (un) 2:00pm Respighi Feste Romane, symphonic poem (Roman Festivals) ¢ 5:400 02:500
Fabio Luisi, conductor g‘z"‘;gg E:-igg
NHK Hall *Program order of the concert has changed from initially announced. _——
Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1 D Minor Op. 15 Ordinary Youth
May Nielsen Symphony No. 2 B Minor Op. 16, The 4 Temperaments izvigg i:-ggg
22 (Wed) 7:00pm B6700 B3300
23 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 C 2,500
Fabio Luisi, conductor D4400 D1.800
Suntory Hall Rudolf Buchbinder, piano
Mendelssohn A Midsummer Night's Dream Ordinary Youth
May —Overture, Nocturne, Scherzo, Wedding March S7600 S 3500
i ; A6,700  A3,000
17 (Fri) 7:300m Mendelssohn Symphony No. 5 D Minor Op. 107, Reformation 55300 52400
Sat) 2 C€4:300 C1,900
18(sat) 200pm D3,300 D1400
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E 1,600 E 800
2024 Scriabin Réverie, Op. 24 Ordinary Youth
June Scriabin Piano Concerto F-sharp Minor Op. 20 $9,100  $4,000
iabi i A7,600 A3500
06 8 (Sat) 6:00pm Scriabin Symphony No. 2 C Minor Op. 29 55900 52500
9 (Sun) 2:00pm C4,800 C2,100
Keitaro Harada, conductor ggvggg E}vggg
NHK Hall Kyohei Sorita, piano =a= ==
Webern Passacaglia Op. 1 Ordinary Youth
June Schénberg Violin Concerto Op. 36 S9800 §4,500
19 (Wed) 700pm J: S+ Bach / Webern Ricercata ";2"7‘82 ::ggg
) Schubert Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major D. 485 CE400 G500
20 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400  C2,500
Masato Suzuki, conductor D4400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Isabelle Faust, violin
Ibert Escales (Ports of Call) Ordinary Youth
June Ravel Piano Concerto for the Left Hand D Major $7600 S 3500
* A6,700 A 3,000
14 (Fri) 7:30pm Debussy Nocturnes B5300 B 2400
15 (sat) 2:00pm Nodoka Okisawa, conductor C4,300 C1,900
Denis Kozhukhin, piano D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall The Philharmonic Chorus of Tokyo, female chorus* E1600 E800

(consumption tax included)

Program C

- Concerts will have a duration of 60 to 80 minutes without an interval.

- Pre-concert chamber music performance by the NHK Symphony Orchestra members will be held on stage

(from 6:45pm on 1st day and from 1:15pm on 2nd day).
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I
The Subscription Concerts Program 2024-25

ConcertNo 2016 The 200th Anniversary of Anton Bruckner’s Birth Ordinary Youth
2024 —ranay e
September Bruckner Symphony No. 8 C Minor (First Version/1887) % ii%
09 14 (sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B3,500
S| : €6,000 C2,800
15 (5un) 200pm D5,000 D1,800
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E3000 E1,400
Schubert Overture in the Italian Style No. 2 C Major D. 591 Ordinary Youth
September Schumann Piano Concerto A Minor Op. 54 $12,000 S 6,000
19 (Thu) 7:00pm Beethoven Symphony No. 7 A Major Op. 92 Q;%ggo Qi'ggg
20( Fri) 7:00pm C6,500 C3,250
Fabio Luisi, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Héléne Grimaud, piano
Tchaikovsky Variation on a Rococo Theme, Ordinary Youth
September Op. 33 (Edited by Fitzenhagen)* $10,000 S 5,000
27'()Fri) 7:00pm Tchaikovsky The Swan Lake, ballet Op. 20 (Excerpts) % %
28 (sat) 2:00pm C5400 C2,550
Tadaaki Otaka, conductor D4,300 D1,500
NHK Hall Rei Tsujimoto (Principal Cello, NHKSO), cello* E2200 E1,000
TIENEER]  Honegger Symphony No. 3, Liturgique Ordinary Youth
2024 o
October Brahms Symphony No. 4 E Minor Op. 98 §11,000 S 5500
A9,500  A4,500
1 O 19 (sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B 3500
Sun) 2:00pm C€6,000 C2800
20 (5en) P D5,000 D1,800
NHK Hall Herbert Blomstedt, conductor E3000 E1400
Sibelius 4 Legends Op. 22, sym. poem—The Swan of Tuonela Ordinary Youth
October Nielsen Clarinet Concerto Op. 57 i}gvggg ig,ggg
10 (Thu) 7:00pm Berwald Symphony No. 4 E-flat Major, Sinfonie naive 5 s,doo B4:000
11 (Fri) 7:00pm C6,500 C3,250
Herbert Blomstedt, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Kei Ito (Principal Clarinet, NHKSO), clarinet
Schubert Symphony No. 7 B Minor D. 759, Ordinary Youth
October Unwvollendete (Unfinished Symphony) S$11,000 S 5500
; The Great A9,500  A4,500
25 (Fri) 7:000m Schubert Symphony No. 8 C Major D. 944, GroBe (The Great) 87500 83200
Sat) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
26 (sat) 2:00p: D5,000 D1,800
NHK Hall Herbert Blomstedt, conductor E 3,000 E 1,400
CIEIWEEE  Roussel Bacchus et Ariane, ballet Op. 43—Suite No. 1 Ordinary Youth
2024
November (Bacchus and Ariadne) S10,000 S 5,000
. Bart6k Piano Concerto No. 3 A8500 A4,000
9 (Sat) 6:00pm ) ) B 6,500 B 3,100
! Ravel Valses nobles et sentimentales (Noble and Sentimental Waltzes) C5400 C2550
10 (Sun) 2:00pm Debussy /mages for Orchestra—Iberia 54300 D1500
NHK Hall Kazuki Yamada, conductor Francesco Piemontesi, piano £2200 E1.000
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto D Major Op. 35 Ordinary Youth
Prokofiev The Tale of Stone Flower, ballet 512000 S 6,000
November
; —The Mistress of the Copper Mountain, Wedding Suite 212000 A5,000
21 (Thu) 7:00pm . : B8,000 B 4,000
22 (Fri) 7:00 Stravinsky Symphony in Three Movements C6500 C3250
ri) 7:00pm ] !
Dima Slobodeniouk, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Nikita Boriso-Glebsky, violin
Wagner Tannhéuser, opera—Overture Ordinary Youth
November Weinberg Trumpet Concerto B-flat Major Op. 94 §10,000 S 5,000
15 (Fri) 700pm Shostakovich Symphony No. 5 D Minor Op. 47 Qg-zgg ngfgg
16 (Sat) 2:00pm C5400  C2,550
Andrés Orozco-Estrada, conductor D4,300 D1,500
NHK Hall Reinhold Friedrich, trumpet E2,200 E 1,000

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:00pm)
A P p P
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
2024 ConcertNo. 2025 The 150th Anniversary of Arnold Schénberg'’s Brith Ordinary Youth
Nov. 30 (sat) Wagner Tristan und Isolde (Tristan and Isolde)—Prelude and Liebestod S 11,000 S5500
1 2 6:00pm R. Strauss Das Rosenband Op. 36-1 (The Rose Chain)* AS500 A4500
; . . B7,600 B 3500
Dec. 1 (sun) R. Strauss Freundliche Vision Op. 48-1 (A Welcome Vision)* C6000 2800
2:00pm R. Strauss Waldseligkeit Op. 49-1 (Bliss in the Woods)* D5000 D1,800
~The 1st day concert R. Strauss Befreit Op. 39-4 (Released)* E 3,000 E 1,400
e e ograma R Strauss Morgen Op. 27-4 (Tomorrow)*
will be held in November.  §chénberg Pelleas und Melisande Op. 5 (Pelléas and Mélisande)

NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor Christiane Karg, soprano*

AT Smetana The Bartered Bride, opera—Overture Ordinary Youth
December Rakhmaninov Piano Concerto No. 3 D Minor Op. 30 i‘svggg ievggg

i ibiti ; 10, 5,
5 (Thu) 7:00pm Mussorgsky / Ravel Pictures at an Exhibition, suite B8000 54000
6 (Fri) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor gg':gg 32'328
Suntory Hall Nelson Goerner, piano —_—
Liszt Tasso: lamento e trionfo, sym. poem (Tasso: Lament and Triumph) ~ Ordinary Youth
Liszt Eine Faust-Symphonie in drei Charakterbildern $ 13,000 S 6,500
Dece.mber (A Faust Symphony in Three Character Pictures)* A11,000 A5,200
13 (Fri) 7:00pm B8,500 B 4,000
14 (sat) 2:00pm C7,000 C3500
Fabio Luisi, conductor D5600 D2,000
NHK Hall Jamez McCorkle, tenor* Tokyo Opera Singers, male chorus* ES3500 E1.700
2025 IR EE]  Shostakovich Symphony No. 7 C Major Op. 60, Leningrad Ordinary Youth
Jan $ 11,000 S 5500
1 anuary A9,500 A4,500
18 (sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B3500
Sun) 2:000m C6,000 C2,800

19 (sun) 2:00p D5,000 D1,800
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor E 3,000 E 1400
ARl Mussorgsky / Liadov The Fair at Sorochyntsi, Ordinary Youth
January opera—Introduction, Gopak $12,000 S 6,000
30 (Thu) 7:00pm Barték Violin Concerto No. 2 S;%ggo :i’ggg
31 (Fri) 700pm Dvorak Symphony No. 8 G Major Op. 88 C6500 C3.250

Tugan Sokhiev, conductor D5500 D2750

Suntory Hall Sunao Goko (First Concertmaster, NHKSO), violin

ConeertNo:| 2029 Stravinsky Pulcinella, ballet Ordinary Youth
January Brahms Symphony No. 1 C Minor Op. 68 $11,000 S 5,500

A9,500  A4,500
24 (Fri) 7:00pm B7,600 B 3,500
Sat) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
25 (sat) 2:00p! D5000 D1,800
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor E 3,000 E 1,400

2025 Zemlinsky Sinfonietta, Op. 23 Ordinary Youth
February R. Strauss Horn Concerto No. 1 E-flat Major Op. 11 $10,000 5,000
02 ’ Dvotak The Wild Dove, sym. poem Op. 110 A8500 A4,000
8 (Sat) 6:00pm e ) ; B6,500 B 3,100

Janaéek Sinfonietta

9 (sun) 2:00pm C5400 C2550
Petr Popelka, conductor D4,300 D1,500

NHK Hall Radek Baborak, horn E2200 E1,000

TSI Mozart Vado, ma dove?, aria K. 583* Ordinary Youth
February Mozart Alma grande e nobil core, aria K. 578* $ 12,000 S 6,000

(Thu) 7 Mozart Symphony No. 25 G Minor K. 183 A10,000 A5,000

13 (Thu) 7:000m  Mozart Bella mia fiamma, addio—Resta, oh cara, recitative and aria K. 528* gi'% gg'%

14 (Fri) 700pm  Schumann Symphony No. 1 B-flat Major Op. 38, Friihlingssinfonie Doo00 Do
(Spring Symphony) —

Suntory Hall Petr Popelka, conductor Ema Nikolovska, mezzo soprano*

TITTTEREE] Suppé Leichte Kavallerie, operetta—Overture (Light Cavalry) Ordinary Youth
February Saint-Saéns Violin Concerto No. 3 B Minor Op. 61 $10,000 $5,000
21(Fri) 7:00pm Suppé Dichter und Bauer, operetta—Oveture (Poet and Peasant) % %

‘enbacl osenthal Gaité Parisienne, ballet (Excerpts) (Parisian Gaiety) - :
oo Offenbach / Rosenthal Gaité P ballet (Excerpts) (Parisian Gaiety)
22 (sat) 2:00pm C5400 C2,550
) D4,300 D1,500
Tatst'Jya_ Shllmonc_), (_:onductor E2200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Fumiaki Miura, violin -
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All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.

2025 TN Berlioz Harold en ltalie, symphony (Harold in Italy)* Ordinary Youth
April Prokofiev Symphony No. 4 C Major Op. 112 (Revised Version / 1947) $11,000 5,500
A9,500  A4,500
04 12 (sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B 3500
13 (Sun) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
Paavo Jarvi, conductor % %
NHK Hall Antoine Tamestit, viola* 22000 E1A0
IR Stravinsky Petrushka, ballet (Complete, 1947 Version) Ordinary Youth
April Britten Piano Concerto Op. 13 i}s'ggg igvggg
17 (Thu) 7:00pm Prokofiev The Love for Three Oranges, symphonic suite Op. 33bis W m
18 (Fri) 7:00pm C6500 C3,250
Paavo Jarvi, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Benjamin Grosvenor, piano
There will be no subscription concerts of program C in April
due to the orchestra’s European tour.
2025 ConcertNo| 2036 The Program scheduled to be performed at Mahler Festival 2025 Ordinary Youth
April Mabhler Symphony No. 3 D Minor ilgvggg i;’ggg
O 5 26 (sat) 6:00pm B10000 B5,000
27 (Sun) 200pm  Fabio Luisi, conductor % %
— Program A of the May Olesya Petrova, mezzo soprano : o000
subscription concerts will N E4500 E2000
be held in April. Tokyo Opera Singers, female chorus
NHK Hall NHK Tokyo Children Chorus, children chorus
The Program scheduled to be performed at Mahler Festival 2025 (only Mahler) [tk
May Berg Violin Concerto % %
1 (Thu) 7:00pm Mahler Symphony No. 4 G Major* W m
2 (Fri) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor gg‘ggg gz'ggg
Suntory Hall Akiko Suwanai, violin - Maki Mori, soprano* e —
TITTEREE] Schubert Rosamunde, overture Ordinary Youth
May Dohnanyi Variations on a Nursery Tune, Op. 25* $10,000 S 5,000
30 (Fri) 700pm R. Strauss Symphonic Fantasy from Die Frau ohne Schatten % ‘B\g*%
00p (The Woman without a Shadow) m c 2'550
31(sat) 200pm R strauss Suite from Der Rosenkavalier (The Rose-Bearer) D4300 D1500
Giedré Slekyté, conductor E 2,200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Mao Fujita, piano*
2025 EITEREE] Rimsky-Korsakov May Night, opera—Overture Ordinary  Youth
June Rakhmaninov Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Op. 43* $10,000 S 5,000
" ) o A8500 A4,000
06 7 (sat) 6:00pm Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 6 B Minor Op. 74, Pathétique 6500 B3,100
8 (sun) 2:00pm C5400 C2550
Vladimir Fedoseyev, conductor ggggg %
NHK Hall Yulianna Avdeeva, piano* —_—
CIEIEX Ibert Flute Concerto Ordinary Youth
Bruckner Symphony No. 6 A Major §12,000 S 6,000
June ympnony g A10,000 A5,000
12 (Thu) 7:00pm B 8,000 B 4000
13(Fri) 7:00pm C6500 C3,250
Juanjo Mena, conductor D&500 D2750
Suntory Hall Karl-Heinz Schiitz, flute
Korngold Violin Concerto D Major Op. 35 Ordinary Youth
June Mahler Symphony No. 1 D Major, Titan $10,000 $ 5,000
A8500  A4,000
20 (Fri) 7:00pm B6,500 B 3,100
21 (sat) 2:00pm ) C5400 C2550
Tarmo Peltokoski, conductor D4,300 D1,5500
NHK Hall Daniel Lozakovich, violin E2200 E1,000
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Britten | Peter Grimes, opera — Four Sea inter/udes Op. 33a

STIN | EFQLHOET /iRl —R#A

Ravel | Piano Concerto for the Left Hand D Major

74—L | #ERL T REXUF VR RS0

Fauré | Pelléas ot Mélisande, site Op. 80
FExv— | ZEHE
Debussy | La mer, three symphonic sketches -

BEE | NHKZERE
NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo
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NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo
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(1879-1935) DK i EEEHICLI(ZL—T1F

IBE AR—F— T *
Peter Rundel, conductor

IN=T GG Ry XA
Xavier de Maistre, harp
E7/:75)7:7LFUv -4
Francois-Frédéric Guy, piano
TR I NHK X EEEH
NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo
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May 28 (Tuesday) 7:00pm
Otaka Award Ceremony / Pre-Concert Talk 6:30pm
Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

202445 A28H[% 7:00pm | Hxmme7
REANRTIYT1 AY—bF—I
IMT o U —U4F R st 1 (2018) [

E6tvds / Reading Malevich (2018) [Japan Premiére]
DIk - ATHE R ~—T E T A — 7 AR5 DI DT £ (=) —for my wife, Reik
[w7imnese 2t |

Yuasa / An Elegy—for my wife, Reiko—, for Percussion, Harp, Piano and String Orchestra (2023) [The 71st Otaka Award Work]

F 3 P12 L 209°¢
LM x¥a =T (2023)
[\l IR 752 ARGET AV~ —F =—FFRAEM VI BGETTREAE M - AT B bk AL A S REIRE A—2 M 2% SOV Sy — 3 209 S M- LA B
Eotvds / Harp Concerto (2023) [Co-commission Work for NHK Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, Rundfunkorchester- und Chére GmbH (Beriin),

Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, Wiener Musikverein, and Casa da Musica (Porto)/ Japan Premiére]

22742 TIEDH =T A= AT DI DRI (2022)
[\Ilks’c”.’.i%l-ll STFTFU A BBCIIH3 NDRENT T4V —T =538 ,'L:|.4mnz,-..'.-||4swm1]

Murail / Loeil du cyclone, fantaisie-impromptu for piano and orchestra (2022)
[Co-commission Work for NHK Symphony Orchestra, Radio France, BBC Radio 3, and NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchester / Japan Premiére]

THRE(ERE TETH)

FryhssEh HMVEDE
FoIbRR (BA) ﬁig;:iOWO-OZ-%OZ - o)
. . . =) & : 10:00am ~5:00pm (E44H: £-B-#iH
O —#i | $:3,500F / A:2,500F / B:1,500F ERARBIEBREIAHDST10:00am ~BIRBAE THELET,
O A—ZF7yN25@IUT) | £FEFE: 5000 *RAMAOLB-WAL10:00am ~3:00pm DERERVET.

O WEBF4# v N #551¥i€ | S:3,000M / A:2,000/ / B:1,000/  *BEEHOA0HRLLIET.

- BOTEICOVTENEAMRCBHLabEEn
- NEEMSRETRIEORIENG, WEBF 7 b N EELUNEHARDHELYET,
- NEHINTOBRLAHI, ARAO1ERBRETERVET i : NHK ~ NHK 32856 ‘

- RIFROTABEBIILTOET ' i
i ABURAEN RRANTS 7 XALRE

+ WEB ¥4 vh N #: https://nhkso.pia.jp E.. E Bk ARMEIEA =% URERESHUEHR
- N#41K:0570-02-9502 -
HRANTYFA Fhrobie> 50363530009 oA

- FyRU : pia.jp/t/nhkso

nhkso.or.jp | Follow uson w7
- e+(1—7"Z2):eplus.jp/nhkso =
+ A=Y F4rub:Iike.com/nhkso WEBF/7 N& X ﬁ u @ Ei:k" ]

3

o=



2050%. BB AHHER L ORHEORREBELT,

A 7%2i% LPHZ - Mirticas D2 E330FH#HL LORFRXYRT— s £EDL
BREOERELBKREED LEELICHBIITEEMBEEDTOET.

E5lc. REAOEHERSTADIC. KRPTUEZFERALE

ERER LPHADRERER LS. FETSAF Y IR/NAF H AHRED

KED LPHABE. HLU LPHRAAREN B EEHE.

WeBid. KERELPHATEIBEZERD

SV IRAE—DRY TSV F—ELTEVEITET.

KFE&LPAHA T 7 Nod

\\

Dff

KERICBITERT 7 (EEL KRR YA M- NAEY I %ERR< 20235 5AR7%. BHEHAN)

YRR A

-
=
C
L
=
=
E
<

£699-Y¥€L NSSI

H
=]
w
o
o
H





