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NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Chief Conductor: Fabio Luisi

Music Director Emeritus: Charles Dutoit

Honorary Conductor Laureate: Herbert Blomstedt

Conductor Laureate: Vladimir Ashkenazy

Honorary Conductor: Paavo Jarvi

Permanent Conductors: Tadaaki Otaka

Specially Appointed Concertmaster: Fuminori Maro Shinozaki
Concertmaster: Ryotaro Ito

Guest Concertmaster: Sunao Goko

1st Violins

Shirabe Aoki
Kyoko Une
Yuki Oshika
O Ryota Kuratomi
Ko Goto
Tamaki Kobayashi
Toshihiro Takai
Yuki Naoi
Yumiko Nakamura
Takao Furihata
O Hiroyuki Matsuda
Nana Miyagawa
Ryuto Murao
O Tsutomu Yamagishi
O Masamichi Yokoshima
O Koichi Yokomizo

2nd Violins

© Rintaro Omiya

© Masahiro Morita
Toshiyuki Kimata
Maiko Saito

O Keiko Shimada

O Atsushi Shirai

O Akiko Tanaka
Kirara Tsuboi
Yosuke Niwa
Kazuhiko Hirano
Yoko Funaki
Kenji Matano

O Haruhiko Mimata
Masaya Yazu
Yoshikazu Yamada
Toshiro Yokoyama
Yuka Yoneda

Taiga Tojo

Violas

© Ryo Sasaki

© Junichiro Murakami

Y¢ Shotaro Nakamura
Satoshi Ono
Shigetaka Obata

[J Gentaro Sakaguchi
Mayumi Taniguchi
Hiroto Tobisawa

O Hironori Nakamura
Naoyuki Matsui
Rachel Yui Mikuni

# Yuya Minorikawa

O Ryo Muramatsu
Yuji Yamada

Cellos

© Rei Tsujimoto

© Ryoichi Fujimori
Hiroya Ichi
Yukinori Kobatake

O Miho Naka

O Ken’ichi Nishiyama
Shunsuke Fujimura
Koichi Fujimori
Hiroshi Miyasaka
Yuki Murai

O Shunsuke Yamanouchi
Masako Watanabe

Contrabasses

© Shu Yoshida

O Masanori Ichikawa
Eiji Inagawa

O Jun Okamoto
Takashi Konno

O Shinji Nishiyama
Tatsuro Honma
Yoko Yanai

Flutes

© Masayuki Kai

© Hiroaki Kanda
Maho Kajikawa
Junji Nakamura

Oboes

© Yumi Yoshimura
Shoko Tkeda
Izumi Tsuboike
Hitoshi Wakui

Clarinets

© KeiIto
© Kenji Matsumoto
# Takashi Yamane

Bassoons

© Hironori Ugajin
© Kazusa Mizutani
Yuki Sato
Keiko Sugawara
Itaru Morita

Horns

© Hitoshi Imai
Naoki Ishiyama
Yasushi Katsumata
Hiroshi Kigawa
Yudai Shoji
Kazuko Nomiyama

Trumpets

© Kazuaki Kikumoto
© Tomoyuki Hasegawa
Tomoki Ando
Eiji Yamamoto

(O Principal, ¥x Acting Principal, O Vice Principal, (] Acting Vice Principal, # Inspector)
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Trombones

© Hikaru Koga

© Mikio Nitta
Ko Ikegami
Hiroyuki Kurogane
Takenori Yoshikawa

Tuba

Yukihiro ITkeda

Timpani

© Toru Uematsu
© Shoichi Kubo

Percussion

Tatsuya Ishikawa
Hidemi Kuroda
Satoshi Takeshima

Harp

Risako Hayakawa

Stage Manager

Masaya Tokunaga
Daisuke Kurokawa

Librarian

Akane Oki
Hideyo Kimura
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PROGRAM

Concert No.1989
NHK Hall

September
O (Sat) 6:00pm
10(Sun) 2:00pm
conductor Fabio Luisi
piano Martin Helmchen*

concertmaster  Fuminori Maro Shinozaki

Richard Strauss (1864-1949) Richard Strauss >
Till Eulenspiegels lustige Aus Italien, symphonic fantasy P
Streiche, symphonic poem Op. 28 | Op. 16 (From Italy) [45'] 5
(Till Eulenspiegel’s Merry Pranks)[15'] | Auf der Campagna S
II' In Roms Ruinen @
Richard Strauss Il Am strande von Sorrent
Burleske, D Minor* [19'] IV Neapolitanisches Volksleben
— intermission (20 minutes) —
- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles

Fabio Luisi, conductor

Fabio Luisi hails from Genoa. He is the Principal Conductor of the Danish

National Symphony Orchestra and the Music Director of the Dallas

Symphony Orchestra. In September 2022, he assumed the position of

Chief Conductor of the NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo.

Fabio Luisi was Principal Conductor of the Metropolitan Opera in

New York, General Music Director of the Opernhaus Ziirich, Principal
Conductor of the Wiener Symphoniker, as well as General Music Director of the Staatskapelle
Dresden and the Sachsische Staatsoper, Artistic Director and Principal Conductor of the MDR
Sinfonieorchester Leipzig, and Music Director of the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande. He is
Music Director of the Festival della Valle d'Itria in Martina Franca (Apulia) and has appeared as
guest conductor with numerous renowned ensembles, including the Philadelphia Orchestra,
the Cleveland Orchestra, the Miinchener Philharmoniker, the Filarmonica della Scala, the
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London Symphony Orchestra, the Concertgebouworkest, and the Saito Kinen Orchestra, while
also conducting operas at world’s major opera houses.

Important recordings include Verdi, Bellini, Schumann, Berlioz, Rachmaninov, Rimsky-
Korsakov, Frank Martin, and Franz Schmidt, the largely forgotten Austrian composer. In addition,
he has recorded various symphonic poems by Richard Strauss, and a lauded reading of
Bruckner’s Symphony No. 9 with the Staatskapelle Dresden. His recordings of Wagner’s
Siegfried and Gotterdammerung with the Metropolitan Opera won Grammy awards.

Martin Helmchen, piano

German pianist Martin Helmchen was born in Berlin on June 21st, 1982.

He studied with Galina Iwanzowa at Hans Eisler School of Music Berlin,

then with Arie Vardi at Hanover University of Music, Drama and Media.

After winning the Clara Haskil International Piano Competition in 2001,

he has developed his career internationally as a leading German soloist,

while also ardently working on chamber music influenced by cellist Boris
Pergamenscikov. He has made many recordings including those of Beethoven’s complete
piano concertos with the Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin which won the Gramophone
Music Award.

His first collaboration with the NHK Symphony Orchestra was in 2005 playing Brahms
Piano Concerto No. 2. Since then, he has played Beethoven Piano Concertos No. 4, No. 5 and
Triple Concerto, weaving grandeur music with a soft and round touch. He returns this year after
an absence of 11 years to perform R. Strauss’s Burleske, a work which requires a much tighter
ensemble of solo and the orchestra than a concerto does. He will surely delight us with his
performance by fully displaying his own technique combined with his experience in chamber
music.

[Martin Helmchen by Atsufumi Suzuki, music critic]
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Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Richard Strauss (1864-1949)

Till Eulenspiegels lustige Streiche,
symphonic poem Op. 28 (Till Eulenspiegel’s Merry Pranks)

Considered an invention by Franz Liszt, the tone (symphonic) poem is the genre that the
Munich-born composer Strauss explored during the early stage of his long creative life. For
this preeminent musical artisan who was all imagination, nothing was beyond his capacity to
give a vivid musical description solely utilizing the orchestra.

His tone poem 77l Eulenspiegels lustige Streiche (Till Eulenspiegel’s Merry Pranks) (1895) is
the exact opposite in character of its predecessor Tod und Verkldrung (Death and Transfiguration)
(1889). One of the best-known European tricksters, Till is a German folk hero who teases
people of every grade of society with his witty mischiefs. Upon creating a musical version of

this old tale consisting of different happenings, Strauss had a stroke of genius choosing the

rondo form where the recurrent principal theme (or the refrain) alternates with other motifs.
According to the verbal descriptions the composer left us, though unofficially, the work

begins with the “Once upon a time, there lived a rogue” melody on violins. Then the horn solo

introduces the principal theme stating “His name was Till Eulenspiegel” whose unusualness

is reflected in the septuple time. The brief, laughter-like waggish secondary theme given by

After four mischievous adventures, Till

€202°1d3S 0L R 6

12

clarinet solo represents “who was an unruly imp
gets the gallows for blasphemy before the silence suggests his end. The “Once upon a time”
melody returns to open the epilogue which is concluded merrily by the laughter-like theme.

Richard Strauss
Burleske, D Minor

Strauss was a musical prodigy from a prosperous family and became a cultured man of

versatile musical gifts, just like Mendelssohn. Son of a horn virtuoso father, Strauss began to
take piano lessons at age 4, to compose at 6 and to play violin at 8. In 1885, the artist in his
early twenties took up his first professional position as the assistant to Hans von Biilow at the
Meiningen Court Orchestra. Under this top-ranked conductor-pianist-composer, Strauss
devoted himself to conducting studies and he, after taking over the orchestra in December
1885, made even a pianist debut with his ensemble performing Mozart’s 24th Piano Concerto
in C minor.

It was during this period, from 1885 to 1886, that Strauss wrote the single-movement
concerto named Scherzo, hoping von Biilow as pianist would premiere it. He turned it down
on the grounds that it was unplayable (presumably because of his small hands). It was also beyond
Strauss’ ability so it had to wait until 1890 for the first performance by the pianist Eugen
d’Albert, a high-caliber disciple of Liszt, under the new title Burleske (burlesque, farce). The
instrument taking a vital role in it — besides piano — is timpani which state the first theme alone
at the beginning. After a while, the romantic second theme is given by pianist. Its warmth and
lyricism are often associated with the writing of Brahms who greatly influenced the young
Strauss. The piece is ended calmly by piano and timpani in dialogue.
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Richard Strauss

Aus Italien, symphonic fantasy Op. 16 (From Italy)

Italia has always fascinated composers traveling from northern countries to stir their
creativity. Even within the orchestral field, the examples are too numerous to mention, with
Mendelssohn (Symphony Italian, 1833), Tchaikovsky (Capriccio Italien, 1880), Brahms (Piano
Concerto No. 2, 1881) and Sibelius (Symphony No. 2, 1901) to name a few. Interestingly, many

of those pieces seem to be inspired less by Italian opera than by the country’s climate, nature,
folklore and history.

Aus Italien (From Italy) has a rightful place in the group. Itis a “souvenir” from Strauss’
first trip to Italy in the spring of 1886: he visited Bologna, Florence, Rome, Naples (including
the Mount Vesuvius), Capri, Amalfi and Sorrento but gave up stopping by Venice because of a
cholera outbreak there. He started to sketch the work while still travelling, before completing it
in Munich in September 1886.

Aus Italien, although named “symphonic fantasy” by Strauss and cast in four movements
(on top of that, the last three ones are in sonata form), is regarded by experts as the young
composer’s consequential first step into the genre of tone poem. In fact, this was his first
programmatic music: each movement has the concrete, evocative title and thus can be heard as
a tone poem. Written in the freest form of the whole work, the slow opening movement evokes
some impressions Strauss had while viewing, from the Villa d’Este in Tivoli, the vast Roman
Campagna bathed in sunlight. The next, In Romas Ruinen (In the Ruins of Rome), is subtitled
“Fantastic images of vanished glory, feelings of melancholy and sorrow amid the brilliant
sunshine of the present”. Following the third movement Am Strande von Sorrent (On the Beach
at Sorrento) not far from Impressionist scorings, the final Neapolitanisches Volksleben (Neapolitan
Folk Life) lets violas and cellos introduce the dotted, lively main theme. Strauss quoted this
tune mistaking it for a Neapolitan traditional song. As it was actually from the song Funiculi,
Funicula recently written to promote the funicular railway on Mount Vesuvius, Strauss, sued
by the author, had to pay him royalties.

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon Il, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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PROGRAM

Concert No.1991
Suntory Hall

September
20(Wed) 7:00pm
21(Thu) 7:00pm

conductor T()n Koopman

flute Hiroaki Kanda

concertmaster  Kota Nagahara®

@ Kota Nagahara: Born in Hiroshima, Kota Nagahara started learning the violin at the age of five, and worked with the
Tokyo Symphony Orchestra at the age of twelve. He studied at Tokyo University of the Arts, and at the Juilliard School in
New York. He has worked with many of the world's renowned conductors such as Seiji Ozawa, and has won the trust of
Riccardo Muti, with whom he works every year at the Spring Festival in Tokyo. He performs as concert soloist as well as
in chamber music while serving as the concertmaster of the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart _ o _
Symphony No. 29 A Major K. 201 — intermission (20 minutes) —
(271

I Allegro moderato
Il Andante

Il Menuetto - Trio

IV Allegro con spirito

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Symphony No. 39 E-flat Major
K. 543 [28']

| Adagio - Allegro

II' Andante con moto

Il Menuetto: Allegretto - Trio

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart _
IV Finale: Allegro

Flute Concerto No. 2 D Major
K.314[21]

I Allegro aperto

Il Andante ma non troppo

Il Allegro

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles

Ton Koopman, conductor

Ton Koopman was born in 1944 in Zwolle, the Netherlands. He studied
organ, harpsichord and musicology at the Amsterdam Conservatory, and
as an organist and harpsichordist, rose to prominence as an outstanding

interpreter of Baroque music, including works of J. S. Bach and Buxtehude.

As a conductor, together with the Amsterdam Baroque Orchestra which
he established in 1979 (a choir was added in 1992) to perform with period
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instruments, he has taken up a repertoire ranging from baroque to classical periods to perform
works based on the style and playing technique of the time these works were composed, for
which he has won high acclaim. He is also known for his extensive discography including
Bach’s complete cantatas and organ works. On the other hand, in recent years, he has also been
garnering attention for his approach exploiting the idea unique to an early music performer
when actively conducting the leading modern orchestras of Europe and the U. S. such as the
Berliner Philharmoniker.

He made guest appearances with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in 2017 and 2019,
conducting all Mozart programs including Symphonies No. 40, No. 41 Jupiter, and Requiem. In
the coming first appearance to conduct the orchestra’s subscription concert (he was scheduled
to appear for the orchestra’s subscription concert for the first time in 2021, only to be cancelled due to COVID-19
pandemic), he has chosen an all Mozart program, and we expect to hear a delightful and lively
performance typical of him. Collaboration with Hiroaki Kanda, the NHK Symphony Orchestra’s
principal flutist, is also what we look forward to.

[Motoyuki Teranishi, music critic]

Hiroaki Kanda, flute

Hiroaki Kanda, principal flutist of the NHK Symphony Orchestra, has won
1st prize at the 5th Japan Flute Convention Competition and at the 8th
Japan Wind and Percussion Competition in 1991. He graduated from
Tokyo University of the Arts in 1993, studied further at the University of
Music and Performing Arts Vienna for one year from 1995, and finished
Tokyo University of the Arts Graduate School in 2007. Tutors he has
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studied with to date include Keiichi Akahoshi, Chang-Kook Kim, Junzo Hosokawa, Wolfgang
Schultz, and Hans-Georg Schmeiser.

He joined the NHK Symphony Orchestra in 1994, and became its principal flutist in 1999.
As a soloist he has made guest appearances with orchestras including the Kyushu Symphony
Orchestra and the Sendai Philharmonic Orchestra. He has released a large number of CDs, at
the same time, he has also been active in a wide range of fields such as writing music practice
books, supervising the revision of scores, and arranging more than 60 titles of flute ensemble.

While serving as a specially appointed director of the Japan Flutists Association and
permanent director of the Asia Flutists Federation Japan, he has also been ardently teaching
young artists as professor of Toho Gakuen University, a visiting professor at Osaka University of
Arts and a lecturer at Tokyo University of the Arts.
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Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

Symphony No. 29 A Major K. 201

Mozart led a short but dense artistic life. He left us around fifty symphonies (including unnumbered
ones) written over a quarter century, from No. 1 K. 16 penned in his childhood to No. 41 K. 551

Fupiter. They show us the evolution of his style from its starting point around the influence of
Ttalian sinfonia (predecessor of the Classical symphony) with three fast-slow-fast movements. Of the
middle period, No. 29 confirms a marked shift away to Viennese four-movement structure with a
minuet movement, along with some contemporaries including No. 25 K. 183 “Little G minor.”
The two masterpieces are often thought to anticipate Mozart’s supreme matureness in his last
three symphonies (described below).

No. 29 was written by the eighteen-year-old composer in April 1774 in Salzburg, then
his home, after his third five-month Italian tour and two-month stay in Vienna. Though the
trips’ aim of obtaining a new job was not achieved, it is easy to imagine that the young Mozart
absorbed a good deal at the leading centers of music. The distinctive features of No. 29 are
the chamber-oriented transparent instrumentation (strings with only pairs of oboes and horns), the
more-than-usual number of melodic elements which are sometimes treated in a polyphonic

manner, as well as the thematic unification found between the outer movements in sonata
form. To be more specific, the octave-dropping motif heads the first themes given at the outset
of the opening and closing movements.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Flute Concerto No. 2 D Major K. 314

A magnum opus, Mozart’s Flute Concerto No. 2 remains uncertain when and how it was

€202 '1d3S 12 R 02

penned. Based on the most common view, it was born during his stay (October 1777 to

March 1778) in Mannheim which was then celebrated for its outstanding, cutting-edge court
orchestra. Through his friend Johann Baptist Wendling who was a flute player of the orchestra,
Mozart received a set of commissions including three flute concertos from a wealthy Dutch
amateur flutist. However, the number of concertos the composer rendered to his client was
only two. Worse, one of the two — known today as Flute Concerto No. 2 — was a rework of

his C-major Oboe Concerto (presumably written in April 1777). According to another view, this
Flute Concerto was premiered prior to Mozart’s departure for Mannheim. At any rate, the
work sounds as if it was originally written for flute, maximizing the potential and charm of the
instrument which was still developing at the time.

Mozart heads the opening movement Allegro “aperto” (literally meaning “open”, “clear”,
“frank”): this designation is rare but also found in some of Mozart’s early concertos. After
violins introduce the two sonata themes, the flute solo enters in a bright and open manner to
keep singing flowingly. The next slow movement fully exhibits the lyrical and melancholic
nature of the flute, then the finale unfolds a high-spirited rondo with the recurrent perky theme
given by the soloist at the beginning.
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Symphony No. 39 E-flat Major K. 543

For Mozart, the year 1788 — three years before his death — was a hard one. Following his
father’s passing in 1787, his daughter Theresia died prematurely in late-June 1788. It was also

from this year that his financial situation in Vienna took a turn for the worse. He since asked
his freemason fellow Michael Puchberg for loans repeatedly. Unable to pay rent, Mozart’s
family ended up moving to a distant suburb in mid-June. Caught in this predicament, however,
Mozart was incredibly prolific. In addition to many other pieces, he completed his last three
symphonies in a phenomenally quick succession: No. 39 on June 26, No. 40 “Great G minor”
K. 550 on July 25 and No. 41 Fupiter K. 551 on August 10, 1788.

One of the rarities of No. 39 is the presence of clarinets instead of oboes. Among his
symphonic output besides No. 39, oboe is absent only in a few symphonies from the early
1770’s. As clarinet was a new instrument, he scored for it (as a pair) solely in late symphonies,
namely in No. 31 Paris K. 297, No. 35 Haffner K. 385 and the revised version of No. 40 K. 550,
always “with” oboes. His choice (and nonuse) of instruments thus makes the sound of No. 39
uniquely round.

No. 39 is also unique in that the first movement has an introduction and, moreover, it
was an exceptionally-long, fairly-dissonant introduction for those days: this magnificent duple-
time opening leads seamlessly to the cheerful main Allegro section in triple time. The minuet
movement in A-B—A form is particularly known for its central section where two clarinets
give a superb duet interjected by a flute. The lively finale in sonata form points toward both
Mozart’s senior Haydn and his junior Beethoven with its monothematic approach: as the
first theme presented by violins at the beginning is rephrased to be the second theme, this
movement seems to seek an elaborate motivic development more than a thematic contrast.

Incidentally, Mozart often chose E-flat major for his freemasonic pieces, the best example
of which is his last opera Die Zauberflote (Magic Flute) (1791).

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 58
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PROGRAM
Concert No.1990
NHK Hall

September
15(Fri) 6:00pm
16(Sat) 2:00pm

conductor Fabio LUISI | for a profile of Fabio Luisi, see p. 55

: : *
concertmaster  Naoya Nishimura

# Naoya Nishimura: Naoya Nishimura was born in Nagoya. He started learning the violin at the age of four and
graduated with honors from the Mannheim University of Music and Performing Arts. He has been invited to serve
as a guest concertmaster by such orchestras as the Orchester de Paris and the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra.
After serving as 1st concertmaster of the Hamburger Symphoniker, he is presently the 1st concertmaster of the
Philharmonische Staatsorchester Mainz.

[Pre-concert Chamber Music - Exclusive to Program C|

Friday 15th from 6:45pm / Saturday 16th from 1:15pm

Kenji Matsumoto(cl.), Toshihiro Takai(vn.), Akiko Tanaka(vn.), Hiroto Tobisawa(vla.), Rei Tsujimoto(vc.), Shinji Nishiyama(cb.)*
Baermann / Clarinet Quintet No. 3 E-flat Major Op. 23—2nd Mov.

(Formerly Attributed to Wagner / Adagio for Clarinet and Strings in D-flat Major)*

Brahms / Clarinet Quintet B-Minor Op. 115—3rd Mov.

* You may enter and leave as you please during the performance.

* Enjoy chamber music from your own seat.

o
20
Richard Wagner / Henk de Vlieger | IX Brinnhildes Erwachen ;
The Ring, An Orchestral X Siegfried und Briinnhilde 3
Adventure [64'] Xl Siegfrieds Rheinfahrt S
. . W
| Vorspiel Xl Siegfrieds Tod
Il Das Rheingold X Trziuerrr.1u3|k
Il Nebelheim XIV Briinnhildes Opfertat
IV Walhall

V  Die Walkiren

VI Feuerzauber

VIl Waldweben

VIII Siegfrieds Heldentat

- This concert will be performed with no intermission.
- All performance durations are approximate.
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Program Note | Kumiko Nishi

Richard Wagner (1813-1883) / Henk de Vlieger (1953-)

The Ring, An Orchestral Adventure

Based on German and Scandinavian legends, Der Ring des Nibelungen (The Ring of the Nibelung)
is a music drama for singers and a large orchestra. Consisting of four parts (Das Rheingold [The
Rhinegold), Die Walkiire [ The Valkyrie), Siegfried and Gotterdimmerung [ Twilight of the Gods)), it takes
approximately fifteen hours to perform. Wagner wrote both the libretto and music of this cycle
where the drama and the music are indissolubly united on an unprecedented level, especially
by the scrupulous use of the numerous leitmotifs (recurrent melodic or/and harmonic elements

representing certain characters, feelings, things or so).

Among highly-praised arrangements of this musical epic is The Ring, An Orchestral
Adventure (1991). It was prepared for the Netherlands Radio Philharmonic Orchestra by Henk
de Vlieger, then its principal percussionist. Performed seamlessly, this purely-orchestral digest
follows the flow of the plot where gods and mortals battle for the magic ring in order to have
the power to rule the world.

An Orchestral Adventure starts with I Vorspiel (Prelude) and II Das Rheingold (The Rhinegold)
both set in the Rhine River of which Alberich (Nibelung dwarf) steals the gold from the bottom.
He then forges it into a ring in III Nibelheim, his kingdom, which resounds with the pounding
of anvils. Wotan (ruler of the gods) takes the ring, but parts with it to stay away from the curse
put on it by Alberich. The famous music of V Die Walkiiren (The Valkyries) portrays the warrior
maidens on flying horses. These Valkyries are daughters of Wotan and sisters of Briinnhilde
who is deprived of immortality for disobeying her father. She is put to sleep fenced around
with VI Feuerzauber (The Magic Fire) that only a true hero would not fear. The horn solo
opening VIII Siegfrieds Heldentat (Siegfried’s Heroic Deed) represents the braveness of Siegfried
(Wotan’s mortal grandson) who becomes the owner of the ring. The young hero goes to wake
his future wife up (IX Briinnhildes Erwachen [Briinnhilde’s Awakening]). He gives her the ring as a
pledge of fidelity (X Siegfried und Briinnhilde [Siegfried and Briinnhilde]) before Hagen (Alberich’s son)
assassinates him (XII Siegfrieds Tod [Siegfried’s Death), X1 Trauermusik [Funeral March]). Briinnhilde
burns herself on her husband’s funeral pyre returning the cursed ring to the Rhine at XIV
Briinnhildes Opfertat (Briinnhilde’s Immolation) which is ended peacefully by the “redemption-
through-love” leitmotif on strings.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 58
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2023-24

NHK Hall

Tomoki Sakata, piano*

2023 R. Strauss Till Eulenspiegels lustige Streiche, symphonic poem Op. 2g Ordinary Youth
September (Till Eulenspiegel’s Merry Pranks) $9,800 S4500
09 O(Sat) 6:00pm R. Strauss Burleske, D Minor* gg:gg ggggg
10( Sun)' 200pm R. Strauss Aus /talien, symphonic fantasy Op. 16 (From taly) ©5400 C2500
Fabio Luisi, conductor g;’ggg 21'888
NHK Hall Martin Helmchen, piano* E2800 E1400
Mozart Symphony No. 29 A Major K. 201 Ordinary Youth
September ~ Mozart Flute Concerto No. 2 D Major K. 314 i:igg ij";’gg
20 (Wed) 7:00pm Mozart Symphony No. 39 E-flat Major K. 543 86700 B3300
21 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 2,500
Ton Koopman, conductor D4400 D1.800
Suntory Hall Hiroaki Kanda (Principal Flute, NHKSO), flute
Wagner / Vlieger The Ring, An Orchestral Adventure Ordinary Youth
§7,600 S 3500
September A6,700 A3,000
15 (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B 2400
' €4,300 C1,900
16 (Sat) 2:00pm D3,300  D1,400
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E 1,600 E 800
2023 Bruckner Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major Ordinary Youth
$9,800 4,500
1 October A8400  A4,000
14 (Sat) 6:00pm B 6,700 B 3,300
NHK Hall Herbert Blomstedt, conductor E 2:800 E 1:400
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 E-flat Major Op. 73, Emperor Ordinary Youth
October Brahms Symphony No. 3 F Major Op. 90 59800 54500
25 (Wed) 7:00pm A8400 A4,000
B6,700 B 3,300
26 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400  C2,500
Herbert Blomstedt, conductor D4,400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Leif Ove Andsnes, piano
Nielsen Aladdin, suite Op. 34—Oriental Festive March, Hindu Dance, ©rdinary Youth
October The Market Place in Ispahan, Negro Dance i7v600 23500
P f 6,700 A3,000
20 (Fri) 7:30pm Sibelius Symphony No. 2 D Major Op. 43 85300 52400
Sat) 2: C4,300 C1,8900
21 (Sat) 2:00pm D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Herbert Blomstedt, conductor E 1,600 E800
2023 Sviridov Small Triptych Ordinary Youth
November Prokofiev War and Peace, opera Op. 91—Waltz in scene 2 $9,100 S 4,000
1 1 ) Anton Rubinstein Ballet Music from The Demon, opera A7,600 A3,500
25 (Sat) 6:00pm e B5900 B 2800
—Dance of Girls
26 (Sun) 2:00pm . ) . C4,800 C2,100
. Glinka /van Sussanin, opera—Krakowiak D3,800 D1,500
Rimsky-Korsakov Snow Maiden, suite E 2,000 E 1,000
Tchaikovsky / Fedoseyev The Sleeping Beauty, ballet suite
Vladimir Fedoseyev, conductor
NHK Hall *Changed from original program.
Sibelius Tapiola, symphonic poem Op. 112 Ordinary Youth
November Stravinsky Violin Concerto in D S9800 S 4,500
15 (Wed) 7:00pm Sibelius Symphony No. 1 E Minor Op. 39 gg;gg ’Isg‘ggg
\ C5400 C2500
16 (Thu) 7:00pm Jukka-Pekka Saraste, conductor D4,400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Pekka Kuusisto, violin
Bartok Hungarian Pictures Ordinary Youth
November Liszt Hungarian Fantasy* S7600 §3500
-\ . Kodaly Hary Janos, suite A6700 AS,000
10 (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B 2400
11 (Sat) 2:00pm C4300 C1,900
Gergely Madaras, conductor D3300 D1.400
E 1,600 E 800

(consumption tax included)
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NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Wed. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:30pm (doors open at 6:30pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)

Ordinary Youth

2023 ConcertNo:' 2000 The 2000th Subscription Concerts

December Mahler Symphony No. 8 E-flat Major, $12,000 S 6,000
1 2 ' Symphonie der Tausend (Symphony of Thousand) A10000 A6000
16 (Sat) 6:00pm S f - B8000 B 4,000
' Fabio Luisi, conductor Jacquelyn Wagner*, Valentina Farcas, Rie Miyake, sopranos 6500 C3.200
17 (Sun) 2:00pm Olesya Petrova, Catriona Morison, altos Michael Schade, tenor D5:000 D2:500
Luke Sutliff, baritone David Steffens, bass E3,300 E 1,600
New National Theatre Chorus, chorus
NHK Hall NHK Tokyo Children Chorus, children chorus  *Changed from initially scheduled.
Haydn Symphony No. 100 G Major Hob. I-100, Military Ordinary Youth
December Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1 E-flat Major 59800 S4500

Reger Variations and Fugue on a Theme by Mozart Op. 132 A8400 A4000

6 (Wed) 7:00pm B6,700 B 3300
7 (Thu) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor (D:i':gg 812'288
Suntory Hall Alice-Sara Ott, piano —
Humperdinck Hénsel und Gretel, opera—Prelude (Hansel and Gretel) Ordinary Youth
Berlioz Symphonie fantastique, Op. 14 (Fantastical Symphony) S7,600 S3500
December : Y
A6,700_ A3,000
1 (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B 2400
Sat) 21 C4300  C1,900
2 (Sat) 2:00pm D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E1,600 E800
2024 Bizet / Shchedrin Carmen Suite, ballet Ordinary Youth
January Ravel Ma mére I'Oye, suite (Mother Goose) $9,100 $4,000
1 y Ravel La valse, ballet A7600 A3500
13 (Sat) 6:00pm B5900 B 2800
Sun) 2:000m C4800 C2,100
14 (sun) P D3,800 D1,500
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor E2000 E1000
Mozart Sinfonia Concertante for Violin and Viola E-flat Major K. 364 ~ Ordinary Youth
January Beethoven Symphony No. 3 E-flat Major Op. 55, Eroica (Heroic Symphony) igvigg i:,ggg
24 (Wed) 7:00pm  Tugan Sokhiev, conductor B6,700 B 3300
25 (Thu) 7:00pm  Sunao Goko (Guest concertmaster, NHKSO), violin* €5400 €2500
Junichiro Murakami (Principal Viola, NHKSO), viola D440 D1,800
Suntory Hall *Changed from initially scheduled.
Liadov Kikimora, légende Op. 63 Ordinary Youth
January Prokofiev /Sokhiev Romeo and Juliet, ballet suite S$7600 $3500
A6,700_ A3,000
19 (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B 2400
Sat) 2:00pm C4,300 C1,900
20(sat) 2:00p D3,300 D100
E1,600 E 800
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor
2024 Johann Strauss Il /m Krapfenwald'l, Ordinary Youth
February polka frangaise Op. 336 (/n Krapfen's Woods) $9,800 S 45500
02 3 (at) 6:00pm Shostakovich Suite for Variety Orchestra No. 1 ’;2"7‘88 Q;"ggg
" P! —NMarch, Lyrical Waltz, Little Polka, Waltz I c 5‘ 200 C 2’500
4 (Sun) 2:00pm Shostakovich Symphony No. 13 B-flat Minor Op. 113, Babi Yar* D4400 D1800
Michiyoshi Inoue, conductor E2800 E1,400
NHK Hall Evgeny Stavinsky, bass* Orphei Drangar, male chorus*
Ravel Rapsodie espagnole (Spanish Rhapsody) Ordinary. Youth
February Prokofiev Violin Concerto No. 2 G Minor Op. 63 igv% f&%
; y x A8 X
14 (Wed) 7:00pm Falla E/ sombrero de tres picos, ballet (complete) (The Three-Cornered Hat) 56700 53300
. Pablo Heras-Casado, conductor C5,400 C2500
15 (Thu) 7:00pm Augustin Hadelich, violin D4,400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Tamayo Yoshida, soprano*
Wagner Siegfried Idyll Ordinary Youth
February R. Strauss Ein Heldenleben, symphonic poem Op. 40 (A Hero’s Life) $7600  $ 3,500
A6,700  A3,000
O (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B 2400
Sat) 21 C€4,300 C1,900
10 (sat) 200pm D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Eiji Oue, conductor E1,600 E800

(consumption tax included)
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- Concerts will have a duration of 60 to 80 minutes without an interval.
Program [of - Pre-concert chamber music performance by the NHK Symphony Orchestra members will be held on stage
(from 6:45pm on 1st day and from 1:15pm on 2nd day).

2024 Schubert Symphony No. 4 C Minor D. 417 Ordinary Youth
April Brahms Symphony No. 1 C Minor Op. 68 $9,100  §4,000
4 P! A7,600  A3500
13 (Sat) 6:00pm B5,900 B2,800
S A C4,800 C€2100
14 (Sun) 2:00pm D3,800 D1,500
NHK Hall Marek Janowski, conductor E2000 E1000
Schumann Genoveva, opera Op. 81—Overture Ordinary Youth
April Schumann Cello Concerto A Minor Op. 129 $9,800 S 4,500
p Schumann Symphony No. 2 C Major Op. 61 A8400 A4,000
24 (Wed) 7:00pm " : B6,700 B 3,300
25 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 C2500_
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor D4400 D1.800
Suntory Hall Kian Soltani, cello
Bruckner Symphony No. 7 E Major Ordinary Youth
: $7600 S 3500
April A6,700  A3,000
19 (Fri) 7:30pm B5,300 B2400
Sat) 2:00pm €4,300  C1,900
20(sat) 2:00p! D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Christoph Eschenbach, conductor E1600 E800
2024 Panfili Abitare la battaglia [Japan Premiere] Ordinary Youth
May Respighi Fontane di Roma, symphonic poem (Fountains of Rome) $9,800 §4,500
05 Respighi Pini di Roma, symphonic poem (Pines of Rome) ABA400  A4,000
11 (Sat) 6:00pm Respighi Feste Romane, symphonic poem (Roman Festivals) B6700 B3.300
12 (Sun) 2:00pm ' C5400  C2,500
D4,400 D 1,800
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E2800 E1400
Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1 D Minor Op. 15 Ordinary Youth
May Nielsen Symphony No. 2 B Minor Op. 16, The 4 Temperaments /ig% i:-%
22 (Wed) 7:00pm 56,700 53,300
p!
23 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 C 2,500
Fabio Luisi, conductor D4400 D1.800
Suntory Hall Rudolf Buchbinder, piano
Mendelssohn A Midsummer Night's Dream Ordinary Youth
M ay —Overture, Nocturne, Scherzo, Wedding March $7,600 §3500
i ; A6,700  A3,000
17 (Fri) 7:300m Mendelssohn Symphony No. 5 D Minor Op. 107, Reformation 55300 52400
Sat) 2 C4,300 C1,900
18sat) 200pm D3,300 D1400
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E 1,600 E 800
2024 Scriabin Réverie, Op. 24 Ordinary Youth
June Scriabin Piano Concerto F-sharp Minor Op. 20 $9,100 S 4,000
o . A7,600 A3500
06 8(Sat) 6:00pm Scriabin Symphony No. 2 C Minor Op. 29 55900 52500
9 (Sun) 2:00pm C4,800 C2,100
Keitaro Harada, conductor E:’g'% Elv%
NHK Hall Kyohei Sorita, piano =ee= ==
Webern Passacaglia Op. 1 Ordinary Youth
June Schénberg Violin Concerto Op. 36 i:igg iivggg
19 (Wed) 7:00pm J. S. Bach / Webern Ricercata i m W
20 (Thu) 7:00 Schubert Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major D. 485 C5400 C2500
u) 7:00pm . !
Masato Suzuki, conductor D4400 D1800
Suntory Hall Isabelle Faust, violin
Ibert Escales (Ports of Call) Ordinary Youth
June Ravel Piano Concerto for the Left Hand $7,600 §3500
14 Fri) 7:30pm Debussy Nocturnes* legg ggvggg
15 (sat) 2:00pm Nodoka Okisawa, conductor C4,300 C1,900
Denis Kozhukhin, piano D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall The Philharmonic Chorus of Tokyo, female chorus* E1600 E800

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.

(consumption tax included)
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