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(75951 1% You are free to take stage photos
SHYLET during the curtain calls
at the end of the performance.

You can take photos with your smartphone or compact digital camera.
When you share the photos on social media, please add #nhkso.
Be careful to avoid accidentally including any audience members in your photos.
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Auto On (Forced flash) off

Set your device to
“flash off mode.”

Make sure that your smartphone is on
“flash off mode” before taking photos.
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Please kindly keep in mind the following: Please refrain from entering or leaving your seat

during the performance.
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Be sure to set your phone to silent mode and turn off
2 your watch alarm etc. during the performance.
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Your proper hand disinfection

and cough etiquette are highly appreciated.
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: : N : Video or audio recordings, and still photography at the
Please refrain from making any noise, such as engagin " ’ o N
. vat i g‘ V! booklet 9aging auditorium are strictly prohibited during the performance.
In private conversations or turning bookiet pages. (Except at the time of the curtain calls at the end of the concert.)
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Please refrain from visiting the concert hall Please make sure
if you have a fever or feel unwell. that your hearing aids are properly fitted.
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Please wait until the performance has completed Please wear a face mask

before clapping hands or shouting “Bravo.” when shouting “Bravo.”
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NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Chief Conductor: Fabio Luisi

Music Director Emeritus: Charles Dutoit

Honorary Conductor Laureate: Herbert Blomstedt
Conductor Laureate: Vladimir Ashkenazy

Honorary Conductor: Paavo Jarvi

Permanent Conductors: Tadaaki Otaka, Tatsuya Shimono

Specially Appointed Concertmaster: Fuminori Maro Shinozaki
Concertmaster: Ryotaro Ito

Guest Concertmaster: Sunao Goko

1st Violins

Shirabe Aoki
Kyoko Une
Yuki Oshika
O Ryota Kuratomi
Ko Goto
Tamaki Kobayashi
Toshihiro Takai
Yuki Naoi
Yumiko Nakamura
Takao Furihata
O Hiroyuki Matsuda
Nana Miyagawa
Ryuto Murao
O Tsutomu Yamagishi
O Masamichi Yokoshima
O Koichi Yokomizo

2nd Violins

© Rintaro Omiya

© Masahiro Morita
Toshiyuki Kimata
Maiko Saito

O Keiko Shimada

O Atsushi Shirai

O Akiko Tanaka
Kirara Tsuboi
Yosuke Niwa
Kazuhiko Hirano
Yoko Funaki
Kenji Matano

O Haruhiko Mimata
Masaya Yazu
Yoshikazu Yamada
Toshiro Yokoyama
Yuka Yoneda

Ayumu lizuka
Taiga Tojo

Violas

© Ryo Sasaki

© Junichiro Murakami

Y¢ Shotaro Nakamura
Satoshi Ono
Shigetaka Obata

[J Gentaro Sakaguchi
Mayumi Taniguchi
Hiroto Tobisawa

O Hironori Nakamura
Naoyuki Matsui
Rachel Yui Mikuni

# Yuya Minorikawa

O Ryo Muramatsu
Yuji Yamada

Cellos

© Rei Tsujimoto

© Ryoichi Fujimori
Hiroya Ichi
Yukinori Kobatake

O Miho Naka

O Ken’ichi Nishiyama
Shunsuke Fujimura
Koichi Fujimori
Hiroshi Miyasaka
Yuki Murai

O Shunsuke Yamanouchi
Masako Watanabe

Contrabasses

© Shu Yoshida

O Masanori Ichikawa
Eiji Inagawa

O Jun Okamoto
Takashi Konno

O Shinji Nishiyama
Tatsuro Honma
Yoko Yanai

Flutes

© Masayuki Kai

© Hiroaki Kanda
Maho Kajikawa
Junji Nakamura

Oboes

© Yumi Yoshimura
Shoko Tkeda
Izumi Tsuboike
Hitoshi Wakui

Clarinets

© KeiIto
© Kenji Matsumoto
# Takashi Yamane

Bassoons

© Hironori Ugajin
© Kazusa Mizutani
Yuki Sato
Keiko Sugawara
Itaru Morita

Horns

© Hitoshi Imai
Naoki Ishiyama
Yasushi Katsumata
Hiroshi Kigawa
Yudai Shoji
Kazuko Nomiyama

Trumpets

© Kazuaki Kikumoto
© Tomoyuki Hasegawa
Tomoki Ando
Eiji Yamamoto

(O Principal, ¥x Acting Principal, O Vice Principal, []Acting Vice Principal, # Inspector)
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Trombones

© Hikaru Koga

© Mikio Nitta
Ko Ikegami
Hiroyuki Kurogane
Takenori Yoshikawa

Tuba

Yukihiro Ikeda

Timpani

© Toru Uematsu
© Shoichi Kubo

Percussion

Tatsuya Ishikawa
Hidemi Kuroda
Satoshi Takeshima

Harp

Risako Hayakawa

Stage Manager

Masaya Tokunaga
Daisuke Kurokawa

Librarian

Akane OKki
Hideyo Kimura
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PROGRAM

Concert No.1997
NHK Hall

November
25 (Sat) 6:00pm
26 (Sun) 2:00pm
conductor Vladimir Fedoseyev
concertmaster Ryotaro ItO
Georgy Sviridov Peter llich Tchaikovsky /

Small Triptych [10] Vladimir Fedoseyev

| Allegro moderato un poco rubato The Sleeping Beauty,
Il Con tutta forza, un poco maestoso ballet suite [39']

IIl" Allegro moderato | March (Prologue No. 1)

Il Dance Scene (Prologue No. 2)

€202 'NON 92 B 6¢

Sergei Prokofiev
War and Peace, opera Op. 91

Pas de six (Prologue No. 3)
Waltz (Act | No. 6)

—Waltz in scene 2 [6’} V  Pas d'action (Act Il No. 15a “Scene of Aurora
and Désiré")
Anton Rubinstein VI Aurora’s Variation (Act Il No. 15b)

Ballet Music from The Demon,
opera—Dance of Girls [6']

VII Panorama (Act Il No. 17)
VIII Adagio (Act il No. 25a Pas de quatre)

IX Tempo di mazurka (Act lll No. 30 Finale)
Mikhail Glinka X Sarabande (Act Il No. 29)
Ivan Sussanin, opera XI The Silver Fairy (Act Il No. 23 Var.i)
—Krakowiak [5'] Xl Aurora and Désiré's Adagio (Act | No. 8a Pas

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
Snow Maiden, suite [13']
I Introduction

Il Dance of the Birds

Il Cortege

IV Dance of the Skomorokhi

— intermission (20 minutes) —

PROGRAM A

d'Action)

- Changed from original program.
- All performance durations are approximate.

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO
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Artist Profile
Vladimir Fedoseyev, conductor

Vladimir Fedoseyev was born in Leningrad (present day St. Petersburg) in

1932, and studied at music institutions, including the Moscow State

Tchaikovsky Conservatory. The invitation by Mravinsky, the great maestro

of the time, to guest-conduct the Leningrad Philharmonic Orchestra in

1971 opened up his brilliant career. He was appointed Music Director

and Chief Conductor of the Moscow Radio Symphony Orchestra (now the
Tchaikovsky Symphony Orchestra) in 1974. Since then, he raised up the level of the orchestra to one
of the leading orchestras in Russia, and has built up a partnership spanning for nearly 50 years,
which is quite rare in the modern orchestral history.

He has often made guest appearances with the world’s renowned orchestras including
the Berliner Philharmoniker, and since 1996, he has been Principal Guest Conductor of the
Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra, and served as Principal Conductor of the Wiener Symphoniker
from 1997 to 2004. He has also achieved a luminous career at opera houses including the Oper
Zirich where he was Chief Guest Conductor, as well as the Wiener Staatsoper and La Scala,
Milan. In addition, he has an extensive discography and has received many awards.

He has guest-conducted the NHK Symphony Orchestra quite often since his first
collaboration in May 2013, and showed an energetic performance to his audience in March
this year in the orchestra’s concerts in the Kinki region. The programs he will be conducting
on this visit, which mainly consist of masterpieces of operatic and ballet works from his native
country, are highly suitable to fully display his true potential. It will be a precious opportunity for
audience members to experience his powerful and colorful music in a solidly formed structure.
We have a great expectation towards his appearance in the orchestra’s subscription series
after a five-year absence.

[Vladimir Fedoseyev by Katsuhiko Shibata, music critic]

Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Georgy Sviridov (1915-1998)

Small Triptych

Born two years before the Bolshevik Revolution, Sviridov was a prominent Soviet composer.
Originally from the Kursk Province near Ukraine, he learned to play piano and balalaika

(traditional stringed instrument with a triangular body) before studying composition under
Shostakovich in Leningrad. Small Triptych (1964) is composed of three parts performed
continuously. The time of the quasi-mystic first part seems to stand still due to extended
melodies altering triple and binary time; besides they are played with “un poco rubato” (a subtle
fluctuation of tempo) according to Sviridov’s marking. After the valorous middle part with the
brass in the forefront, the finale (in A-B form) opens with piano, celesta and harps evoking the
strums of balalaika over which a folky tune is heard.
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Sergei Prokofiev (1891-1953)
War and Peace, opera—Waltz in scene 2

Prokofiev was born in Sontsivka village in Imperial Russia (today in Donetsk Oblast, Ukraine) in
the last decade of the 19th century. He led a dramatic life like other Soviet musicians and died

in Moscow on the same day as Stalin. Based on Leo Tolstoy's novel, the monumental opera

War and Peace was composed from 1941 to 1952 after Prokofiev settled for good in 1936 in
his homeland — then the USSR - following an eighteen-year overseas life. The opera tells the
love story between the nobles Natasha and Andrei against the backdrop of the 1812 French

invasion of Russia. The Waltz is from the famous scene of a New-Year’s-Eve ball where the
couple meet for the first time.

Anton Rubinstein (1829-1894)

Ballet Music from The Demon, opera—Dance of Girls

Nowadays, Rubinstein is mentioned above all as a world’s greatest pianist of the 19th century.
His prodigious versatility, however, exerted considerable influence more widely on Russian
classical music history. He was indeed a prolific composer, a leading conductor and the

founder of the Saint Petersburg Conservatory (the country’s first full-fledged music institution)
where T'chaikovsky and Prokofiev were trained. Based on Mikhail Lermontov’s narrative
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poem, The Demon was the Russians’ most favored opera for a quarter century since its 1875
premiere, along with Glinka’s Jvan Sussanin (described below). In the story set in Georgia,

the title role (a fallen angel) falls in love with Tamara, mortal and beautiful, just before her
marriage to Prince Sinodal. Performed during their wedding festivities, Dance of Girls has a folk
atmosphere enhanced by the multiple repetitions of the two melodies.

Mikhail Glinka (1804-1857)

Ivan Sussanin, opera—Krakowiak

Fascinated by folk melodies of his homeland, Glinka blazed the trail of the distinct Russian
style in classical music previous to younger compatriots including Rimsky-Korsakov. van
Sussanin, premiered under the title A Life for the Tsar in 1836, is considered the first Russian

opera as there had existed only Singspiel-type works (with dialogues spoken) by then. Described
“a national heroic-tragic opera” by Glinka, it is based on the 17th-century-legend of a patriotic
peasant who sacrificed himself to save the life of T'sar Michael I from Polish troops. The opera
gives a vivid contrast between the music embodying Russians and Poles. A Polish folk dance
with syncopated rhythms (displacement of accents), Krakowiak is from the scene of a ball held by
Polish nobles.

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908)

Snow Maiden, suite

Rimsky-Korsakov’s pursuit of a national style as Glinka’s heir belonged to one of the two

mainstreams of the late-19th-century Russian music scene, in opposition to the more Western
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European style of T'chaikovsky. On an individual level, the composer of Scheherazade is
celebrated for his peerlessly masterful orchestration which he fully displays in Snow Maiden
(1881). Set in prehistoric age, this fairy-tale opera features the mythical title-role, the daughter
of Grandfather Frost and Spring Beauty. The cause of a long-lasting winter, the heroine melts
away in the sunlight upon discovering human love so spring comes back at last. The suite
prepared by the composer in 1895 includes the opera’s introduction which lets us enjoy one of
the most ice-cold-sounding orchestral works ever written.

Peter llich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) / Vladimir Fedoseyev (1932-)

The Sleeping Beauty, ballet suite

The year 1886 was a crucial one for ballet history, for Ivan Vsevolozhsky, then the director

of the Imperial Theatres in Saint Petersburg, took two drastic measures. One was relocating
the Imperial Ballet from the aging Bolshoi Kamenny Theatre to the newer Mariinsky Theatre.
The other, was putting an end to the post of principal composer at the Imperial Ballet aiming
at diversifying ballet music. This would give birth to the two masterworks, 7he Sleeping Beauty
and The Nutcracker (premiered respectively in 1890 and 1892 at the Mariinsky Theatre) of which
Vsevolozhsky commissioned Tchaikovsky to compose the scores. More than a decade had
passed then, since the composer suffered a bitter experience at the premiere of Swan Lake in
Moscow with his music being treated disrespectfully.

The orchestral suite performed today was prepared by the conductor Vladimir Fedoseyev
himself, a true champion of Tchaikovsky’s music. Composed of twelve numbers (with
some cuts) from 7%e Sleeping Beauty, this version is opened by the noble I March from the
ceremonial scene of the baby Princess Aurora’s baptism. The graceful IV Walzz is danced by
villagers holding flower garlands for the heroine’s sixteenth birthday party. The suite ends with
the famous number known as “Rose” XII Aurora and Désiré’s Adagio: it is danced by Aurora
and her four suitors during the birthday party scene, before she falls into a 100-year sleep by
pricking her finger on a cursed spindle.

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon Il, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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PROGRAM

Concert No.1996
Suntory Hall

November
15(Wed) 7:00pm
16(Thu) 7:00pm

conductor ]ukka—Pekka Saraste
violin Pekka Kuusisto

concertmaster Sunao Goko

Jean Sibelius Jean Sibelius
Tapiola, symphonic poem Op. 112 | Symphony No. 1 E Minor Op. 39
[19'] (38

I Andante, ma non troppo - Allegro energico N
Igor Stra\linsky Il Andante (ma non troppo lento) go
Violin Concerto in D [22'] Il Scherzo: Allegro B
| Toccata IV Finale (Quasi una fantasia): §
Il Arial Andante - Allegro molto %
Il Aria Il @
IV Capriccio

- All performance durations are approximate.
— intermission (20 minutes) —

Artist Profiles
Jukka-Pekka Saraste, conductor

Jukka-Pekka Saraste, born in Heinola, Finland, started his career as a
violinist before studying conducting under Jorma Panula at the Sibelius
Academy in Helsinki to shift his direction, and now he is one of the world’s
most renowned conductors. He is particularly known for works of the late

Romantic period as well as contemporary music, giving the world premiere
performances to works by Wolfgang Rihm, Friedrich Cerha and Pascal
Dusapin. In 1983, together with Esa-Pekka Salonen, he launched the Avanti! Chamber Orchestra,
an ensemble specialized in modern music.
The positions he has served till now include Principal Conductor of the Scottish Chamber
Orchestra, the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra, Chief Conductor of the WDR Symphony
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Orchestra in Cologne, Music Director of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, and Music Director
and Chief Conductor of the Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra. He assumed the position of Principal
Conductor and Atrtistic Director of the Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra in the summer of 2023.
He also founded the Finnish Chamber Orchestra and its Tammisaari Festival where the orchestra
plays the main part. In recent years, he has also injected his energy into an educational program
designed to inspire young musicians called LEAD! The Orchestra Project, which he co-founded.
Our expectations on his appearance are rising, as we will have the opportunity to hear
Stravinsky Violin Concerto with Pekka Kuusisto and Sibelius Symphony No. 1, which he would
have conducted in the unfortunately cancelled subscription concert of Program C in June 2020.

Pekka Kuusisto, violin

Finnish violinist Pekka Kuusisto enjoys an outstanding repertoire ranging

from Bach to contemporary works and to jazz and folk music, employing

a highly expressive playing style. In recent years, he has worked with the

Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra

and the Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, and was named as the

Philharmonia Orchestra’s Featured Artist. He injects much of his energy
in conducting while also playing as a soloist as well as serving as a leader to ensembles. He
has assumed the positions of Principal Guest Conductor and Artistic Co-director of the Helsinki
Philharmonic Orchestra this season. Born in 1976, he is from a musical family with both his
grandfather having been and his father being renowned composers, while his elder brother
Jaakko, who passed away in 2022 at the untimely age of forty-eight, was a distinguished violinist.
Pekka Kuusisto studied at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki and Indiana University, and became
the first Finn to win the International Jean Sibelius Violin Competition in 1995. Stravinsky's
Violin Concerto, which he plays in a dignified sound and manner, is his favorite work, and he
has played it with the Philharmonia Orchestra under Santtu-Matias Rouvali. This is his first
appearance with the NHK Symphony Orchestra.

[Jukka-Pekka Saraste by Ryosuke Masuda, music critic, Pekka Kuusisto by Yoshimichi Okuda, music critic]
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Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)

Tapiola, symphonic poem Op. 112

The Finnish composer Sibelius’ latter life resembles that of Rossini who lived virtually in

retirement for nearly four decades after completing his 39th opera William Tell (1829). Sibelius
indeed bowed out as composer at the peak of his fame to hold back on full-blown creative
activities for thirty odd years. He passed away at age 91 at his house surrounded by nature

in Jarvenpad, Finland. During this silent period, he penned the Symphony No. 8 but threw

it away unfinished through self-criticism. Therefore, the symphonic (tone) poem Tapiola is

left to us as his last major work he completed and published. It was composed in 1926 to be
premiered the same year in New York. Incidentally, his last symphony (No. 7) had been first
performed back in 1924.

The title of the symphonic poem stands for the domain of Tapio, the Finnish mythological
god of forests mentioned in the Kalevala (Finland’s national epic which inspired several works of
Sibelius). The published score of Tapiola was prefaced with the following quatrain authorized
by the composer:

Wide-spread they stand, the Northland’s dusky forests,
Ancient, mysterious, brooding savage dreams;

Within them dwells the Forest’s mighty God,

And wood-sprites in the gloom weave magic secrets.

Tapiola is highly valued for its meticulously elaborated motivic development: at the outset
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over timpani rumbling, strings state a nine-note motif which would be restated repeatedly in
different forms and generate other main motifs/themes heard later.

Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971)

Violin Concertoin D

Music historians have dubbed Stravinsky “Chameleon,” for the Russia-born cosmopolitan

composer changed styles drastically and frequently. A pupil of Rimsky-Korsakov in Saint
Petersburg, Stravinsky produced a great sensation in 1913 in Paris with his so-called
“primitivistic” music for the modern ballet, The Rite of Spring. He then wrote in 1920 a score
for the ballet Pulcinella: this epochal composition, this time, marked the start of musical neo-
classicism, an important movement to revive idioms and aesthetics of the 17th and 18th
centuries in modern lights.

Violin Concerto in D is also from Stravinsky’s neo-classic period. He composed it in 1931
in France taking some technical advice from the Polish American violinist Samuel Dushkin
who would premiere it. The titles of all four movements already express clearly the influence
from forms omnipresent in Baroque music: Toccata, Arias and Capriccio. Stravinsky even
admitted that the dialogue between the soloist and the concertmaster (the lead violinist of the
orchestra) heard during the final Capriccio was inspired by the first movement of J. S. Bach’s
Concerto for Two Violins BWV1043.
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For the unity of the work, Stravinsky opens every movement with a dissonant chord with
three notes (D, E, A) large-intervals apart. While metric and rhythmic variability distinguishes
joyous I Toccata, virtuosic IV Capriccio is characterized by its syncopated rhythms (displacements
of accents) and rural mood. The inner Arias are rare opportunities for listeners to savor the
composer’s lyrical and even introspective sides.

Jean Sibelius

Symphony No. 1 E Minor Op. 39

Finland’s timeless hero, Sibelius established the country’s national identity in music. After

studying abroad in Berlin and Vienna, the composer in his late twenties sprung into fame
domestically with the 1892 premiere in Helsinki of Kullervo, a symphonic piece for voices and
orchestra based on the above-mentioned epic Kalevala. He went on writing nationalist tone
poems such as The Swan of Tuonela (1895/1897/1900) and Finlandia (1899/1900). Interestingly
enough, he derived inspiration from the country’s nature, history or literature, rather than
quoting actual folk songs like so many patriotic composers.

Contemporary with Finlandia, Symphony No. 1 is purely instrumental with no explicit
program. This composition was Sibelius’ first step as a symphonist in the pan-European
tradition, another important face of him. His six completed symphonies would follow after it to
greatly enhance 20th-century music history, for most of his colleagues of the time turned their
back on the genre seemingly anchored by Bruckner and Mahler.

Sibelius began sketches of No. 1 in 1898 while travelling in Berlin and returned home
to complete it in 1899. Following the first performance in the same year in Helsinki, he made
amendments to the score. This definitive version, premiered in 1900 in the capital, was
published in 1902. Although including harp and tuba, the instrumentation is closer to that
of the symphonies of Beethoven and Brahms than, for instance, Mahler’s No. 5 penned in
1901-1902.

Sibelius’ No. 1 has outer movements echoing each other: the both commence with the
slow Andante introductions in E minor on the same theme which is first heard as a lone clarinet
tune at the outset of the symphony. Moreover, the both movements end similarly with two
pizzicato chords on strings. The gentle second movement surprises us with its second theme
given by bassoons and other winds in an antique fugal manner. The third movement starting
with, again, string pizzicato chords over which timpani pounds the main theme, reminds us of
Bruckner’s vehement scherzos.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 56
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PROGRAM

Concert No.1995
NHK Hall

November
10(Fri) 7:30pm
11(Sat) 2:00pm

conductor Gergely Madaras
piano Tomoki Sakata*
cimbalom Hiroshi Saito"
concertmaster Sunao Goko

[Pre-concert Chamber Music - Exclusive to Program C]
Friday 10th from 6:45pm / Saturday 11th from 1:15pm

Sunao Goko(vn.), Hiroshi Miyasaka(vc.)

Veress / Sonatina for Violin and Cello—3rd Mov.

Kodaly / Duo for Violin and Cello Op. 7—1st Mov.

* You may enter and leave as you please during the performance.

* Enjoy chamber music from your own seat.

Béla Bartok

Hungarian Pictures [11']
I An Evening in the Village

II' Bear Dance

11l Melody

IV Slightly Tipsy

V  Swineherd’s Dance

Zoltan Kodaly

Hary Janos, suite” [25']

| Prelude: The Fairy Tale begins

Il Viennese Musical Clock

Il Song

IV The Battle and Defeat of Napoleon
V Intermezzo

VI Entrance of the Emperor and His Court
Franz Liszt
Hungarian Fantasy* [15']

- All performance durations are approximate.

- This concert will be performed with no intermission.

Artist Profiles

Gergely Madaras, conductor

Conductor Gergely Madaras was born in Budapest in 1984. He has
been Music Director of the Lieége Royal Philharmonic of Belgium since
September 2019. Until now, he has served as Music Director of the
Orchestre Dijon Bourgogne in France and Principal Conductor of the
Savaria Symphony Orchestra in Hungary, and has guest-conducted
the BBC Symphony Orchestra, the BBC Philharmonic, the Orchestre
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Philharmonique de Radio France, the Orchester National de Lyon, La Scala Philharmonic
Orchestra, Milan to name but a few.

He began his classical musical education studying the flute, violin and composition after
learning folk music with the authentic Hungarian Gipsy and peasant musicians at the age of five.
He graduated from the Flute Department of the Franz Liszt Academy of Music in Budapest and
the Conducting Department of the University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna. He decided
to become a conductor at the age of eleven when he had an opportunity to attend a rehearsal of
the Budapest Festival Orchestra conducted by Georg Solti, and was mesmerized by the magic of
conducting.

His repertoire ranges from the classical to Romantic periods, but on the other hand, he
works with contemporary composers such as George Benjamin and Peter E6tvos. He has also
established himself as an opera conductor by conducting at Dutch National Opera and the Grand
Théatre de Genéve.

On this visit, he will take up music of his native Hungary. Since his childhood, he has been
very familiar with music deeply rooted in his native land, therefore | am sure he will be presenting
one of his most impressive performances to his audience. This is his first collaboration with the
NHK Symphony Orchestra.

Tomoki Sakata, piano

Tomoki Sakata is a Japanese pianist with a dazzling history in
competitions including 1st Prize at the 2016 Franz Liszt International
Piano Competition and 4th Prize at the 2021 Queen Elisabeth
International Music Competition. He has been enthusiastically expanding
his career as one of Japan’s leading young artists.

After studying music at the High School attached to Tokyo University
of the Arts, and subsequently at the University, he completed his bachelor’s and master's
degrees with honor at the Hannover University of Music and Performing Arts, and is currently
studying at the soloist course of the university’s graduate school. Ever since he was admitted
to the Lake Como Piano Academy, which has produced many world-renowned pianists, as
the youngest student, Italy has become one of the places of his further studies. He learned
under the tutelage of Paul Badura-Skoda for ten years, and studied composition with Masayuki
Nagatomi and Hinoharu Matsumoto. He received the 2017 Yokohama Cultural Award for
Encouragement of Arts and Culture, and the 32nd Idemitsu Music Award in 2023.

He has a reputation as an intelligent virtuoso, placing his main repertoire on the Romantic
period composers such as Liszt and Chopin, and at the same time, pouring energy into
discovering unknown works. | am sure he will delight us with his brilliant technique in playing
Liszt, his favorite composer. This is his second appearance with the NHK Symphony Orchestra
after his first collaboration in April 2021.

[Gergely Madaras and Tomoki Sakata by Yoichi lio, music journalist]
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Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Béla Bartok (1881-1945)

Hungarian Pictures

Hungarian composer and pianist Bartok entered in 1899 the Academy of Music in Budapest

founded two decades earlier by Liszt (discussed below), one of the greatest musicians Hungary
has ever produced. Bartok studied piano under Istvan Thoman, Liszt’s pupil, and composition
under Janos Koessler who also trained Kodaly (mentioned later). After graduation in 1903,
Bartok developed an interest in the folk music of the nation, which was coupled with a rising
Hungarian nationalism of the time. It was from this period on that he steadily traveled with
wax cylinders in his hand to collect and study the folk songs.

This research deeply inspired Bartok’s “classical” outputs in its all aspects. He sometimes
used existing folk tunes as his compositional materials and at other times, created melodic,
rhythmic or harmonic elements from scratch that sounded just like authentic folk music.

And one of the apt illustrations is Hungarian Pictures (1931), the suite of five orchestral
arrangements that he prepared from his piano works written in 1908-1911.

The opening pentatonic-scale (five-note-scale) theme on clarinet marks already the folksy
mood of I An Evening in the Village, while II Bear Dance lets tuba and timpani suggest the
animal entertainer stomping. The only piece scored for harp, slower-moving III Melody evokes
scorings of Debussy who largely influenced the young Bartok. Following the humorously
descriptive IV Slightly Tipsy, our composer quotes the Hungarian folk song Hdzasodik a tiicsok
(The Cricket is Getting Married) at V Swineherd's Dance.

Franz Liszt (1811-1886)

Hungarian Fantasy

Forward-looking composer, legendary pianist, leading conductor and tireless teacher, Liszt
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represents the Austro-German Romanticism in music. Among his countless achievements is
the double invention of the symphonic genre “tone poem” and the concert form “recital.”
Moreover, his venturesome harmony exerted a great influence on Wagner (1813-1883), another
Austro-German Romantic titan. On the other hand, Liszt, born in Doborjan, Hungary (ruled
then by Austrian Empire), was always proud of his roots while relocating his home in various
places of Europe. In 1839 he made his first return to Hungary in sixteen years. He since
visited the native soil many times (and even based in Budapest in his last years) communing with
local traditional music and gypsy music that he infamously muddled up. That aside, he left us
remarkable, nationalist works of which the most famous example is Hungarian Rhapsodies, a set
of nineteen piano pieces on existing Hungarian and gypsy tunes.

An adaptation by the composer of Hungarian Rhapsody No. 14, Hungarian Fantasy (or
Fantasia on Hungarian Folk Melodies) (1853) is a single-movement piano concerto. The principal
theme, derived from the Hungarian folk song Magosan repiil a daru (The Crane Flies High), is
announced solemnly by horns and bassoons at the opening. The work sounds improvisational
due to its constant changes in tempos and moods, and also its profusion of dazzling cadenzas
where the pianist all alone is lavish playing trills (speedy alternations of two notes), runs (long fast
passages) and glissandos (gliding on the keyboard).
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Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967)

Hary Janos, suite

Hungarian composer and educator Kodaly was also a forefather of ethnomusicology long
before the term was created. As with his collaborator Bartok, the fieldwork of collecting
folk songs as well as the scientific analysis and classification thereof brought richness and

uniqueness to Kodaly’s own creations.

Hary Fanos: His Adventures from Nagyabony to the Vienna Burg (1928) is a Singspiel-
style opera (with dialogues spoken) based on the amusing epic Az obsitos (The Veteran) by the
Hungarian poet Janos Garay (1812-1853). Similar to Don Quixote, it features the old lovable
boaster Hary who, in a tavern in the Hungarian village Nagyabony, diverts those present with
his overly magnified accounts of his erstwhile feats as a soldier in the Austrian army.

Prepared by the composer for concert, the orchestral suite excellently condenses the
comedy of the original opera without being faithful to the plot’s flow. I Prelude; the Fairy Tale
Begins starts with an orchestral “sneeze” (Kodaly’s expression), implying the stories Hary tells
from now on are truthful according to a Hungarian superstition. On the Austrian border,
Marie Louise (daughter of the Holy Roman Emperor Francis II and wife of Napoleon) falls in love
with Hary so she invites him (and his sweetheart Orsze) to Vienna: scored for tubular bells,
glockenspiel and celesta without strings, II Viennese Musical Clock describes the chiming bells
and the mechanical dolls of the palace’s clock. III Song (evoking homesickness of Hary and Orsze)
and V Intermezzo sound Hungarian by far because of the presence of the cimbalom, a flat
trapezoidal instrument with metal strings hit by two sticks. Brassy IV The Battle and Defeat of
Napoleon is from the scene where Hary, unaided, thrashes French forces with ease. Here we
hear a takeoff on La Marseillaise followed by a comical funeral march. Hary returns in triumph
to the Imperial palace in Vienna to meet with the Emperor. After the delusive flashy march (VI
Entrance of the Emperor and His Courr) ended by a mighty blow of the bass drum, Hary declines the
Emperor’s proposal to give Marie Louise in marriage to him, and goes back to his homeland
for Orsze.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 56
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December
16 (Sat) 6:00pm
17 (Sun) 2:00pm

The 2000th Subscription Concerts

Mahler Symphony No. 8 E-flat Major,

Symphonie der Tausend (Symphony of Thousand)

Ordinary
$12,000
A 10,000
B 8,000

Fabio Luisi, conductor Jacquelyn Wagner*, Valentina Farcas, Rie Miyake, sopranos C6500

Olesya Petrova, Catriona Morison, altos Michael

Schade, tenor D5,000

Youth

Luke Sutliff, baritone David Steffens, bass E3300 E 1:600
New National Theatre Chorus, chorus
NHK Hall NHK Tokyo Children Chorus, children chorus = *Changed from initially scheduled.
Orinary Youth
December  Haydn Symphony No. 100 G Major Hob. I-100, Military 9800 84500
6 (Wed) 7:00pm Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1 E-flat Major 86700 B3300
7 (Thu) 7:00pm Reger Variations and Fugue on a Theme by Mozart Op. 132 5400 C2500
; D4400  D1,800
Suntory Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor Alice-Sara Ott, piano -
Humperdinck Hénsel und Gretel, opera—Prelude (Hansel and Gretel) Ordinary Youth
Berlioz Symphonie fantastique, Op. 14 (Fantastical Symphony) S7600 S3500
December : .
A6,700  A3,000
1 (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B2400
Sat) 2: C4,300 C1,900
2 (Sat) 2:00pm D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E1,600 E800
2024 Bizet / Shchedrin Carmen Suite, ballet Ordinary Youth
January Ravel Ma mére I'Oye, suite (Mother Goose) $9,100
y Ravel La valse, ballet A7,600
13 (Sat) 6:00pm B 5,900
S : C4,800
14 (Sun) 2:00pm 53500
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor E2000
Mozart Sinfonia Concertante for Violin and Viola E-flat Major K. 364 ~ ©rdinay
January Beethoven Symphony No. 3 E-flat Major Op. 55, Eroica (Heroic Symphony) izv%
24 (Wed) 7:00pm Tugan Sokhiev, conductor B 6,700
25(Thu) 7:00pm  Sunao Goko (Guest concertmaster, NHKSO), violin* €5,400
Junichiro Murakami (Principal Viola, NHKSO), viola D4400
Suntory Hall *Changed from initially scheduled.
Liadov Kikimora, légende Op. 63 Ordinary
January Prokofiev /Sokhiev Romeo and Juliet, ballet suite $7,600
A6,700
19 (Fri) 7:30pm 85,300
Sat) 2:00pm €4,300
20 (sat) 2:00p D300
E 1,600
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor
2024 Johann Strauss Il /m Krapfenwald’l, Ordinary Youth
February polka frangaise Op. 336 (/n Krapfen's Woods) $9,800 84,500
02 3 (Sat) 600pm Shostakovich Suite for Variety Orchestra No. 1 ;\2"7‘38
'_ P —March, Lyrical Waltz, Little Polka, Waltz I/ ) 5‘ 200
4 (Sun) 200pm  gpostakovich Symphony No. 13 B-flat Minor Op. 113, Babi Yar*! D4.400
Michiyoshi Inoue, conductor Alexey Tikhomirov, bass*'2 E2800
NHK Hall Orphei Dréngar, male chorus*'  *2Changed from initially scheduled.
Ravel Rapsodie espagnole (Spanish Rhapsody) Ordinary
February Prokofiev Violin Concerto No. 2 G Minor Op. 63 S 9,800
14 (Wed) 7:00pm Falla E/ sombrero de tres picos, ballet (complete) (The Three-Cornered Hat)* %
. Pablo Heras-Casado, conductor C 5'400
Th K u
15 (Thu) 7:000m Augustin Hadelich, violin D4,400
Suntory Hall Tamayo Yoshida, soprano*
Wagner Siegfried Idyll Ordinary
February R. Strauss Ein Heldenleben, symphonic poem Op. 40 (A Hero's Life) $7,600
A6,700
9 (Fri) 7:30pm B5,300
Sat) 2 C4,300
10 (sat) 2:00pm D3,300
NHK Hall Eiji Oue, conductor E1,600

(consumption tax included)
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NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Wed. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:30pm (doors open at 6:30pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
2024 Schubert Symphony No. 4 C Minor D. 417 Ordinary Youth
April Brahms Symphony No. 1 C Minor Op. 68 $9,100 S4,000
A7,600 A3500
04 13 (Sat) 6:00pm B 5900 B 2800
Sun) 2:00pm C4,800 C2,100
14 (sun) 2:00p D3,800 D1,500
NHK Hall Marek Janowski, conductor E2000 E1,000
Schumann Genoveva, opera Op. 81—Overture Ordinary Youth
April Schumann Cello Concerto A Minor Op. 129 igrigg SA 2388
24 (Wed) 7:00pm Schumann Symphony No. 2 C Major Op. 61 B6700 B 3:300
25 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 C2,500
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor D4.400 D1.800
Suntory Hall Kian Soltani, cello
Bruckner Symphony No. 7 E Major Ordinary Youth
: $7,600 S 3,500
April A6,700  A3,000
19 (Fri) 7:30pm B5,300 B 2400
Sat) 2:00pm C4,300  C1,900
20(sat) 2:00p! D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Christoph Eschenbach, conductor E1600 E800
2024 Panfili Abitare la battaglia [Japan Premiere] Ordinary Youth
May Respighi Fontane di Roma, symphonic poem (Fountains of Rome) $9,800 S 4,500
y Respighi Pini di Roma, symphonic poem (Pines of Rome) A8400 A4,000
11 (Sat) 6:00pm i ) : B6,700 B 3,300
12 (sun) 200 Respighi Feste Romane, symphonic poem (Roman Festivals) ©5400 C2500
n) 2:00pm 5 ]
. P D4,400 D1,800
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E2800 E1400
Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1 D Minor Op. 15 Ordinary Youth
May Nielsen Symphony No. 2 B Minor Op. 16, The 4 Temperaments i:’% ijvggg
22 (Wed) 7:00pm B6,700 53,300
23 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400_ C2,500
Fabio Luisi, conductor D4400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Rudolf Buchbinder, piano
Mendelssohn A Midsummer Night's Dream Ordinary Youth
May —Overture, Nocturne, Scherzo, Wedding March $7,600 §3500
i i A6,700 A3,000
17 (Fri) 7:30pm Mendelssohn Symphony No. 5 D Minor Op. 107, Reformation 5300 B2400
Sat) 2:00pm C4,300 C1,900
18 (sat) 2:00p 3300 D1,400
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E1,600 E800
2024 Scriabin Réverie, Op. 24 Ordinary Youth
June Scriabin Piano Concerto F-sharp Minor Op. 20 $9,100 S4,000
o . A7,600  A3500
06 8 (Sat) 6:00pm Scriabin Symphony No. 2 C Minor Op. 29 55900 52500
9 (Sun) 2:00pm C4,800 C2,100
Keitaro Harada, conductor Eg'ggg glvggg
NHK Hall Kyohei Sorita, piano £o000 ETON0
Webern Passacaglia Op. 1 Ordinary Youth
June Schénberg Violin Concerto Op. 36 igrigg izvggg
19 (Wed) 7:00pm J. S. Bach / Webern Ricercata . 56700 53300
20 (Thu) 7:00 Schubert Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major D. 485 C5400 C2500
u) 7:00pm X !
Masato Suzuki, conductor D4400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Isabelle Faust, violin
Ibert Escales (Ports of Call) Ordinary Youth
June Ravel Piano Concerto for the Left Hand $7,600 §3500
14 (Fri) 7:300m Debussy Nocturnes* Qgggg Sg,ggg
15 (Sat) 2:00pm Nodoka Okisawa, conductor C4,300 C1,900
Denis Kozhukhin, piano D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall E1,600 E 800

The Philharmonic Chorus of Tokyo, female chorus*

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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Wednesday, December 27,2023 Suntory Hall
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Masayo Katsuyama, organ
Barber Adagio for Strings
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Beethoven Symphony No.9 D Minor Op.125, Choral
e AR EELEE

New National Theatre Chorus, chorus

Eri Nakamura,
soprano

)
Bach 18 Chorales, Leipziger Chorale — Schmiicke dich, o liebe Seele,

A 3}
654
Tatsuya Shimono, conductor
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lioh [l I 1%
Aya Wakizono, Kota Murakami, Teppei Kono,
mezzo soprano tenor bass
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NHKSO

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

TOKYO

NHKSymphony Orchestra, Tokyo
Subscription Concerts
2L 552000 [1] 5 B A1
N2 56 TE 3 IS {E
20234 (20234125 A7 a7 71)
12H16E{|i:|6!00pm ;
1231781 H | 2:00pm NHE#2
Sat., 16, 6:00pm / Sun.,17 2:00pm, Dec. 2023 NHK Hall
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e BN
Jacquelyn Wagner g
Fabio Luisi, conductor é
(Chief Conductor of NHK Symphony Orchestra) 3
777 soprano Z | | & s msenm
VrvyIa—J- a | REATE | NHKHEF|REAEE
TINHY 2 a9 New National Theatre Ghorus, chorus
Valentina Farcas D) _— NHK Tokyo Children CHorus, children chorus
(D ——
—
V777 soprano Sz op< S ok alto
[ EE T 7
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o 58 7 . .
Rie Miyake E o 2% | = Olesya Petrova
& ’% #H o O
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57—V tenor = » N HH — - 7t alto
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