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NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Chief Conductor: Fabio Luisi

Music Director Emeritus: Charles Dutoit

Honorary Conductor Laureate: Herbert Blomstedt

Conductor Laureate: Vladimir Ashkenazy

Honorary Conductor: Paavo Jarvi

Permanent Conductors: Yuzo Toyama, Tadaaki Otaka

Specially Appointed Concertmaster: Fuminori Maro Shinozaki
Concertmaster: Ryotaro Ito

Guest Concertmaster: Sunao Goko

1st Violins

Shirabe Aoki
Kyoko Une
Yuki Oshika
O Ryota Kuratomi
Ko Goto
Tamaki Kobayashi
Toshihiro Takai
Yuki Naoi
Yumiko Nakamura
Takao Furihata
O Hiroyuki Matsuda
Nana Miyagawa
Ryuto Murao
O Tsutomu Yamagishi
O Masamichi Yokoshima
O Koichi Yokomizo

2nd Violins

© Rintaro Omiya

© Masahiro Morita
Toshiyuki Kimata
Maiko Saito

O Keiko Shimada

O Atsushi Shirai

O Akiko Tanaka
Kirara Tsuboi
Yosuke Niwa
Kazuhiko Hirano
Yoko Funaki
Kenji Matano

O Haruhiko Mimata
Masaya Yazu
Yoshikazu Yamada
Toshiro Yokoyama
Yuka Yoneda

Violas

© Ryo Sasaki

© Junichiro Murakami

Y¢ Shotaro Nakamura
Satoshi Ono
Shigetaka Obata

[J Gentaro Sakaguchi
Mayumi Taniguchi
Hiroto Tobisawa

O Hironori Nakamura
Naoyuki Matsui
Rachel Yui Mikuni

# Yuya Minorikawa

O Ryo Muramatsu
Yuji Yamada

Flutes

© Masayuki Kai

© Hiroaki Kanda
Maho Kajikawa
Junji Nakamura

Oboes

© Yumi Yoshimura
Shoko Tkeda
Izumi Tsuboike
Hitoshi Wakui

Cellos

© Rei Tsujimoto

© Ryoichi Fujimori
Hiroya Ichi
Yukinori Kobatake

O Miho Naka

O Ken’ichi Nishiyama
Shunsuke Fujimura
Hiroshi Miyasaka
Yuki Murai

O Shunsuke Yamanouchi
Masako Watanabe

Contrabasses

© Shu Yoshida

O Masanori Ichikawa
Eiji Inagawa

O Jun Okamoto
Takashi Konno
Hiroaki Sagawa

O Shinji Nishiyama
Tatsuro Honma
Yoko Yanai

Clarinets

© KeiIto

© Kenji Matsumoto

# Takashi Yamane
Seiya Wakawa

Bassoons

© Hironori Ugajin
© Kazusa Mizutani
Yuki Sato
Keiko Sugawara
Itaru Morita

Horns

© Hitoshi Imai
Naoki Ishiyama
Yasushi Katsumata
Hiroshi Kigawa
Yudai Shoji
Kazuko Nomiyama

Trumpets

© Kazuaki Kikumoto
© Tomoyuki Hasegawa

(O Principal, ¥ Acting Principal, O Vice Principal, [] Acting Vice Principal, # Inspector)

46 ‘ NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Tomoki Ando

Eiji Yamamoto

Trombones

© Hikaru Koga

© Mikio Nitta
Ko Tkegami
Hiroyuki Kurogane
Takenori Yoshikawa

Tuba

Yukihiro Ikeda

Timpani

© Toru Uematsu
© Shoichi Kubo

Percussion

Tatsuya Ishikawa
Hidemi Kuroda
Satoshi Takeshima

Harp

Risako Hayakawa

Stage Manager

Masaya Tokunaga
Daisuke Kurokawa

Librarian

Akane Oki
Hideyo Kimura
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PROGRAM
Concert No.1983
NHK Hall

May
13(Sat) 6:00pm
14(Sun) 2:00pm

conductor Tatsuya Shimono
violin Baiba Skride*

concertmaster Sunao GOkO

Sergei Rakhmaninov Antonin Dvorak gg
Songs Op. 34 - The Raising of Symphony No. 7 D Minor Op. 70 N
Lazarus (arr. Shimono), Vocalise [9'] [37'] %
- Due to conductor’s request, two works will be | Allegro maestoso »

performed in succession. N

Il Poco adagio

. . . Il Scherzo: Vivace
Sofia Gubaidulina

) IV Finale: Allegro
Offertorium* [38]

— intermission (20 minutes) —

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles
Tatsuya Shimono, conductor

Born in 1969, Tatsuya Shimono studied conducting at the Toho Gakuen
School of Music, obtained a diploma in conducting at the Chigiana
Musical Academy in Siena, Italy, and further studied at the University of
Music and Performing Arts Vienna. After winning the Tokyo International
Music Competition for Conducting in 2000, and the 1st prize at

the Besangon International Competition in the following year, he

\yonBewes eAoeN @

garnered the world's attention and launched his career conducting orchestras at home and
abroad. He has served as Resident Conductor and Principal Guest Conductor of the Yomiuri
Nippon Symphony Orchestra, Music Director of the Hiroshima Wind Orchestra, and Permanent
Guest Conductor and Principal Guest Conductor of the City of Kyoto Symphony Orchestra,

and since 2017, he has been greatly contributing to the further development of the Hiroshima
Symphony Orchestra as its Music Director. He first worked with the NHK Symphony Orchestra
in 2005, and since then, has conducted on many occasions including its subscription series.
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Facing music squarely and conveying its true value to audiences by his excellent
conducting technique and expressive skills - his way of such music making has won high
acclaim. He enjoys a wide repertoire ranging from classical to contemporary, at the same time,
he is keen to explore works which have been out of the limelight. His program making may
sometimes seem unconventional, however, it actually contains his message. On this occasion,
through the first half of his program which is made up of Rakhmaninov’s Songs (arr. for orchestra)
and Gubaidulina’s Concerto, both of which have religious content, you can hear his sincere
appeal for the current turmoil in the world. In the second half, he placed Dvorak’s symphony,
one of his most favored composers. He is so much attached to this composer that he
completed all of Dvorak's symphonies when he was Resident Conductor of the Yomiuri Nippon
Symphony Orchestra, therefore he will deliver a masterly performance on this occasion as well.

Baiba Skride, violin

Baiba Skride was born to a musical family in Latvia and studied music

in Riga and at the Conservatory of Music and Theatre in Rostock. In

2001, she won the 1st prize at the Queen Elisabeth Competition for

violin. She has performed as a soloist with renowned orchestras such

as the Berliner Philharmoniker, the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, the

Boston Symphony Orchestra, and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. The
emotional performance of Shostakovich'’s 1st Violin Concerto with the Gewandhausorchester
Leipzig on its Japan tour in 2019 is still vivid in our memory. She has made numerous
recordings of concertos by Mozart, Schumann, Brahms, Tchaikovsky, Stravinsky, Janacek,
Szymanowski, Sibelius, Nielsen, Bartok and Korngold while actively working on the
compositions of Sofia Gubaidulina in recent years, and with the Gewandhausorchester
Leipzig, she performed both her Triple Concerto to open the orchestra’s new season in
September 2021, and Offertorium to celebrate the composer’s 90th birthday in November in
the same year. In the following month, she played her 3rd Violin Concerto Dialogue: | and You
with the hr-Sinfonieorchester. She has worked with the NHK Symphony Orchestra back in
2012 and 2018, but this is her first appearance in its subscription concerts.

[Tatsuya Shimono by Motoyuki Teranishi, music critic, Baiba Skride by Haruo Yamada, music
critic]
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Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Sergei Rakhmaninov (1873-1943)

Songs Op. 34-The Raising of Lazarus (arr. Shimeno), Vocalise

The Russian composer Rakhmaninov, also a world-class pianist, left us masterpieces for his

instrument. Alongside them, he wrote quite a number of songs for voice and piano of timeless
beauty all of which were born before 1917 when he left for good his motherland caught up by
the Revolutionary storm.

Vocalise Op. 34-14 for soprano (or tenor) and piano is his best-known song for its
plaintive tune and mesmeric aura. Composed in 1915 to be added to Op. 34 (described
later), the song has no words. A vocalise is an exercise without lyrics for singers to use only
vowel(s) or syllable(s), but Rakhmaninov took advantage of the wordlessness to attain an
utmost emotional eloquence. Following the successful premiere, he arranged it for voice and
orchestra as well as for orchestra alone.

Op. 34, originally a series of thirteen songs for soprano (or tenor) and piano, was

completed in 1912. The sixth of the set, The Raising of Lazarus is a setting of a poem by the
Russian theologian and poet Aleksey Khomyakov (1804-1860). In the Bible, Christ brings
his friend Lazarus to life, which is often interpreted as an omen of the Resurrection. The
song praises this miracle, but also the Redemption and the glorious revival of Christ. The

€20CAVIN V1R EL

orchestral version performed today was prepared by the conductor Tatsuya Shimono himself
who is well versed in Rakhmaninov’s scoring techniques.

Sofia Gubaidulina (1931-)

Offertorium

One of the greatest figures of modern music, Gubaidulina was born in the Tatar region under

the Soviet Union and studied composition in Moscow. A notable event of her activities after
graduation is the co-foundation in the mid-1970s of the ensemble “Astreja” whose concern
was improvising with folk instruments. Many of her orchestral works are indeed marked by
extended (unconventional) techniques, unique instrumental combinations or/and choice of
rare instruments. Another important aspect of her music is the spiritualness derived from her
Orthodox beliefs.

Offertorium is a violin concerto written at the request of the violinist Gidon Kremer
who first performed it in 1981 in Vienna. This brought an immediate response from the
West, leading to her reputation outside the USSR. After the Perestroika, she would move to
West Germany.

Offertorium can be considered a three-part concerto performed seamlessly. The title
suggests a section of Mass sung when bread and wine are “offered” to remember Christ’s
death and resurrection, while the work is about sacrifice and offering in a broad sense, both
religious and non-religious. The first part is a series of variations on the “theme of king”
on which J. S. Bach (1685-1750) composed his Musical Offering (1747). At the opening,
Gubaidulina has each note of the theme played by a different instrument, following the
Klangfarbenmelodie (sound-color melody) technique that Anton Webern (1883-1945)
used when he orchestrated a ricercare from The Musical Offering in 1935. Symbolically,
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Gubaidulina leaves the last note (here D) of the theme out. The theme gradually shortens —
“offering” notes like the atoning sacrifice — every time a new variation begins until there
remains only the central two notes. The middle part treats the theme’s fragments freely, then
timpani and tam-tam (gong) announce the final, chorale-like part. Harps and piano restore
gradually, note by note, the theme in retrograde. The solo violin finally pronounces the entire
theme, still backward, at the cadenza (without orchestra) to reach the high D note which is
prolonged till the end as if alluding to the Resurrection.

Antonin Dvorak (1841-1904)

Symphony No. 7 D Minor Op. 70

In the late 1870s, Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) recommended his publisher Simrock issuing

works by a young, obscure yet promising composer. It would help this lucky Czech man no
other than Dvofak to be quickly known both on the European Continent and in the UK.

Dvorak hence first-crossed the Channel in 1884. He conducted his own works in London
creating a great sensation, so the local Royal Philharmonic Society, known for commissioning
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, requested Dvofak to compose a new symphony. It was
apropos, as he had been deeply impressed by Brahms’ latest Symphony No. 3 (1883) and
committed himself to writing a work on a par with it. Shortly in 1885, Dvofak’s Seventh was
completed and premiered in London. The acclaim it immediately won in Europe ensured his
solid position as an internationally established composer.

The Seventh might surprise the listener by its overall Austro-Germanic sternness and
tenseness presented by the composer who is celebrated for his folklore-inspired sunny,
melodious writing. Also, the symphony clearly reflects the rising Czech nationalism of the
period. The outer movements are in sonata form. They are in D minor, the key of Brahms’
Tragic Overture (1830) and Beethoven’s Ninth (1824), but the finale concludes majestically
in D major like, again, Beethoven’s Ninth. The first movement opens with the gloomy first
theme on violas and cellos, then Dvofak quotes the melodies, one militant and the other
lyrical, from his patriotic Hussite Overture (1883). (Hussites are the followers of the Czech theologian
Jan Hus, a precursor of Protestant Reformers, who was executed for heresy in 1415 and later became a
national hero.) The second movement is in A—-B—A form. The central B section’s longing theme
revealed by horn is as appealing as the famed English horn tune of his Symphony From the
New World. The most typical of Dvotak among the four movements is the folkish third. This
Scherzo’s rhythmically vivacious main section is a stylized furiant, a Czech rapid dance.

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon Il, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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PROGRAM

Concert No.1985
Suntory Hall

May

24 (Wed) 7:00pm
25(Thu) 7:00pm

conductor Fabio Luisi
horn Nobuaki Fukukawa
concertmaster

Fuminori Maro Shinozaki, Sunao Goko

Franz Joseph Haydn
Symphony No. 82 C Major
Hob. I-82, The Bear [27']

| Vivace assai

Il Allegretto

Il Menuetto - Trio

IV Finale: Vivace

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Horn Concerto No. 3 E-flat Major
K. 44716

I Allegro

Il Romance: Larghetto

Il Allegro

— intermission (20 minutes) —

Ludwig van Beethoven

Symphony No. 6 F Major Op. 68,

Pastoral [40']

I Angenehme, heitere Empfindungen,
welche bei der Ankunft auf dem Lande
im Menschen erwachen: Allegro ma non
troppo

Il Szene am Bach: Andante molto moto

IIl' Lustiges Zusammensein der Landleute:
Allegro

IV Donner, Sturm: Allegro

V Hirtengesang, Wohltatige, mit Dank an die
Gottheit verbundene Gefiihle nach dem
Sturm: Allegretto

- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles

Fabio Luisi, conductor

Fabio Luisi hails from Genoa. He is the Principal Conductor of the Danish
National Symphony Orchestra and the Music Director of the Dallas
Symphony Orchestra. In September 2022, he assumed the position of
Chief Conductor of the NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo.

Fabio Luisi was Principal Conductor of the Metropolitan Opera in
New York, General Music Director of the Opernhaus Zirich, Principal
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Conductor of the Wiener Symphoniker, as well as General Music Director of the Staatskapelle
Dresden and the Sachsische Staatsoper, Artistic Director and Principal Conductor of the MDR
Sinfonieorchester Leipzig, and Music Director of the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande. He is
Music Director of the Festival della Valle d'Itria in Martina Franca (Apulia) and has appeared as
guest conductor with numerous renowned ensembles, including the Philadelphia Orchestra,
the Cleveland Orchestra, the Mlnchener Philharmoniker, the Filarmonica della Scala, the
London Symphony Orchestra, the Concertgebouworkest, and the Saito Kinen Orchestra, while
also conducting operas at world’s major opera houses.

Important recordings include Verdi, Bellini, Schumann, Berlioz, Rachmaninov, Rimsky-
Korsakov, Frank Martin, and Franz Schmidt, the largely forgotten Austrian composer. In
addition, he has recorded various symphonic poems by Richard Strauss, and a lauded reading
of Bruckner's Symphony No. 9 with the Staatskapelle Dresden. His recordings of Wagner's
Siegfried and Gétterddmmerung with the Metropolitan Opera won Grammy awards.

Nobuaki Fukukawa, horn

Nobuaki Fukukawa, one of the most exciting horn players of our time,

appears in solo performances as well as with orchestras, in a wide variety
of chamber music concerts and music festivals at home and abroad. He
is at the forefront in the field of wind instruments and Riccardo Muti and
Paavo Jarvi have given him unstinted praise. Mozart's Horn Concertos,
naturally, are his most favourite works, and he made recordings of
Mozart's complete horn concertos under the baton of Masato Suzuki in February 2021.
He studied at Musashino Academia Musicae, and while still in school, performed with the
Japan Philharmonic Orchestra, and eventually joined the orchestra. After assuming the position
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of Principal Horn, he took leave for one year in 2006 to go to Britain to study under the tutelage
of David Pyatt, who was then Principal Horn of the London Symphony Orchestra. During that
time, he had an opportunity to play in the orchestra. He won first prize at the 77th Japan Music
Competition (horn section) in 2008, and in 2013, joined the NHK Symphony Orchestra where later
he was appointed as the principal player and enjoyed much responsibility until March 2021. He
held a recital at the prestigious Wigmore Hall in London in January 2019. Also being a virtuoso
of natural horn and baroque horn, he has performed in concerts of the Bach Collegium Japan.
Many composers including Joe Hisaishi and Dai Fujikura have dedicated their works to him.

He is a member of Tokyo Sextet with woodwinds and piano, Councilor of the International Horn
Society Advisory Council and Associate Professor of Tokyo College of Music.

[Nobuaki Fukukawa by Yoshimichi Okuda, music critic]
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Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)

Symphony No. 82 C Major Hob. I-82, The Bear

Given the deserved title “Father of Symphony” in music history today, Haydn established the

Classical symphony with his over hundred works.

When accepting a commission from France in 1784, the Austrian composer, in his
fifties, had been already renowned in Europe: he would complete six works called nowadays
Paris Symphonies (Nos. 82-87) for Concert de la Loge Olympique, a Paris-based society
having a high-grade orchestra. It became a new acoustic adventure for Haydn as the
ensemble was quite a bit larger than the one of the Esterhazy court, his longtime workplace.
Among the Paris Symphonies, No.82 sounds particularly festive due to the use of timpani
and brass instruments. It was first performed in Paris in 1787, two years before the Storming
of the Bastille.

No. 82 has a fanfare-like commencement heralding immediately the first sonata theme,
a simple but brilliant melody based on the C-major triad. The slow second movement
contains double variations on two contrastive melodies, one is in F major and the other in
F minor. The next movement is a noble minuet which must have fascinated the audience
in Paris during the Old Regime. The finale starts with a low droning C note above which a

light-hearted tune is presented. Some say that No. 82 was given its sobriquet, but not by the
composer himself, for the opening evokes bears dancing at fairs. This tune recurs repeatedly
during the coda before closing the symphony energetically.

€202 AVIN ‘G2 B ¢

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

Horn Concerto No. 3 E-flat Major K. 447

Mozart composed at least twenty-three original piano concertos for himself to be the soloist.
On the other hand, we must be grateful to a man named Joseph Leutgeb for forming a deep
bond of friendship with Mozart and being an outstanding horn virtuoso. In fact, it was for

him that the gifted composer wrote all his four horn concertos. Incidentally, Haydn’s Horn
Concerto No. 1 (1762) is said to be composed for Leutgeb, too.

Mozart penned his Horn Concerto No. 3 in around 1787, thus in the same period as
his opera Don Giovanni and the above-mentioned symphony 7%e Bear by Haydn whom he
admired profoundly. As with other three concertos, Mozart intended No. 3 to be played with
the natural valve-less horn, as the modern horn with valves would not be in use until the 19th
century. In the days of Mozart, hornists altered pitches by vibrating their lips and pushing
their hand into the bell.

From the first Allegro sonata movement, No. 3 has the horn part in close cooperation
with the orchestra composed of strings, clarinets and bassoons. The middle movement
is a lyrical Romance of which the horn sings the main melody at the outset. The finale, a
galloping rondo, suggests a hunting scene where the horn had been originally used. Here
Mozart makes us smile, reusing momentarily the main melody of the middle movement, but
now at high speed.
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Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

Symphony No. 6 F Major Op. 68, Pastoral

The former — momentary — pupil of Haydn, Beethoven penned his Symphony No. 6 from

1807 to 1808. It was premiered in December 1808 in Vienna together with its exceedingly
famous symphonic sibling No. 5 (Destiny). The two works are generally regarded as worlds
apart, No. 6 being considered much more moderate in respect of style and character like his
other even-numbered symphonies. However, it is in reality as epochal as No. 5 in another way,
as it blazed a trail for future programmatic symphonies with the genuine Romantic spirit such
as Symphonie fantastique (1830) by Berlioz and acres of symphonic (tone) poems.

Worthy of mention is that No. 6 is Beethoven’s only symphony having five movements
(moreover, the last three ones are performed continuously) and official programmatic contents: he
called the work “Pastoral Symphony, or Recollections of Country Life” and imparted each
movement a detailed, descriptive subtitle. Nevertheless, he reminded us about his ultimate
objective, emphasizing that the work is “more an expression of feeling than tone-painting.”

This novel stance is explicitly found in the subtitle of the literally-pastoral first movement
“Awakening of cheerful feelings on arrival in the countryside.” The listeners may well project
this protagonist with “feelings” on Beethoven himself who loved spending time in nature. He
ingeniously built this entire sonata movement with the opening melodic/rhythmic motifs heard
on the first violins (A-B flat-D-C / C-B flat-A-G-C). The most realistic and picturesque is
the second movement “Scene by the brook.” Here, the composer even specifies which birds
solo wind instruments embody during the cadenza-like moment towards the end: nightingale
(flute), quail (oboe) and cuckoo (clarinets). The next merry scherzo is said to parody a-little-
lazy rural bandsmen at moments. The fourth movement is scored for the largest orchestra
of the whole symphony including timpani and piccolo which portray thunder and lightning
respectively. The finale, or “Shepherd’s song. Cheerful and grateful feelings after the storm,”
closes the symphony in piece giving thanks to the Creator.

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 50
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PROGRAM

Concert No.1984
NHK Hall

May
19 (Fri) 7:30pm
20(Sat) 2:00pm

conductor Fabio LUISI | for a profile of Fabio Luisi, see p. 51

piano Pascal Rogé

concertmaster  Fuminori Maro Shinozaki

[Pre-concert Chamber Music - Exclusive to Program C]

Friday 19th from 6:45pm / Saturday 20th from 1:15pm

Hiroaki Kanda(fl.), Yuki Oshika(vn.), Ryo Sasaki(va.), Miho Naka(vc.), Risako Hayakawa(hp.)

Ropartz [ Prélude, Marine et Chansons—I. Prélude & 111. Chansons

* You may enter and leave as you please during the performance. * Enjoy chamber music from your own seat.

Camille Saint-Saéns César Franck

Piano Concerto No. 5 F Major Symphony D Minor [37']

Op. 103, The Egyptian [27’] | Lento - Allegro non troppo

I Allegro animato Il Allegretto

Il Andante 111 Allegro non troppo

Il Molto allegro
- This concert will be performed with no intermission.
- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profile
Pascal Rogé, piano

Pascal Rogé, the French virtuoso known for his bright, clear sound, and

graceful and gleaming performance, will return to the NHK Symphony

Orchestra’s subscription concert after a long interval. He was born

to a musical family in Paris, and after winning the Long-Thibaud

International Competition in 1971, has long been a renowned soloist

working with leading orchestras worldwide as well as an outstanding
chamber musician. Since his first collaboration with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in 1977
performing Ravel's concerto under the baton of Yuzo Toyama, he has fascinated his fans at the
orchestra’s subscription concerts by playing works such as Saint-Saéns’ 2nd Piano Concerto
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and Poulenc'’s Aubade.

Although he has a wide repertoire ranging from classics to contemporary, | assume his
specialty may be modern French works. In his collaboration with Fabio Luisi, Saint-Saéns’
Piano Concerto No. 5 The Egyptian was chosen. Saint-Saéns, known as a child prodigy like
Mozart, was a renowned pianist as well as a prolific composer ranging from instrumental
to operatic works and film music. The Egyptian is one of his masterpieces embellished with
dazzling technique and stylish sound. Therefore, it is not too much to say that this is exactly the
work which will well display Monsieur Rogé'’s forte.

[Pascal Rogé by Seiko Ito, music critic]

Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Camille Saint-Saéns (1835-1921)

Piano Concerto No. 5 F Major Op. 103, The Egyptian

Born in Paris, Saint-Saéns was an uncommon musical genius wearing several hats as a pianist,
organist, composer, conductor and critic. Furthermore, the superhuman was well versed in

astronomy, languages, mathematics, archaeology and so on. This natural curiosity also let him
frequently depart for distant places around the world. His favorite destination was Algeria,
then a French colony, and he sometimes went a little way further to Egypt.

Saint-Saéns’ fifth and last piano concerto was composed in 1896 while he was staying
in Luxor, Egypt. It was premiered the same year by the sixty-one-year-old composer as
the soloist during the successful concert at the Salle Pleyel in Paris celebrating the fiftieth
anniversary of his pianist debut there. The work is thus a witness to the stunning virtuosity
and stamina this phenomenal pianist maintained at the time, yet the first sonata movement
commences reservedly with the unadorned, chorale-style first theme on the piano. The solo
part soon begins to hum with pianistic runs before the tenser D-minor second theme appears.
The concerto’s byname, not by Saint-Saéns himself though, came from orientalism — in
its broadest sense — prevailing the second movement. From its beginning, our composer-
traveler makes lavish use of exotic intervals to create a Spanish and Middle-eastern mood.
The dulcet air crooned during the middle section is reminiscent of boatmen singing a Nubian
love song Saint-Saéns heard while sailing the Nile. Then some habitants of this famous river,
frogs and crickets, are musically depicted. Before the main section returns, we even hear a
sound evocative of Javanese gamelan. Away from the exoticism, the finale, a quasi-acrobatic
toccata teemed with pianistic feats, closes the work at the height of its feverishness.

César Franck (1822-1890)
Symphony D Minor

19th-century France fussed over the opera and ballet, while long minimizing the non-
programmatic symphony. A turning point was the 1871 defeat at the Franco-German War:

the rising nationalism pushed domestic composers to create French masterpieces comparable
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to German symphonic achievements, Saint-Saéns’ Symphony with Organ (premiered in 1836)
being in the vanguard. A most representative of this tide is Franck’s Symphony in D minor
(premiered in 1889) ironically, as he was from Belgium — born in Liége to a German/Walloon
couple to be active in Paris later—, and also the contemporary French music world held

him in slight esteem. The mainstream condemned the Symphony in D minor at the first
performance in Paris, although his fervent partisans called “Franckists” praised it.

Franck’s style is indeed readily differentiated from the typical French composers’. On the
model of Bach, Beethoven, Liszt and Wagner, Franck acquired a sort of Austro-Germanic
logic and rigor to gain his own style. Moreover, his expertise as a church organist — namely
as an improviser — is definitely connected with his thick, massive orchestral sound and
constant harmonic change. All of these qualities are integrated in the Symphony in D minor
written in his closing years.

The work takes a cyclic form, Franck’s hallmark: at the beginning of the first sonata
movement, low strings present a questioning cyclic motif which would recur throughout
the entire piece to unify it. This motif might imply Beethoven’s last string quartet, more
concretely its motif accompanied by the phrase “Muss es sein (Must it be) ?”” The middle
movement inventively combines a traditional slow movement (section A) and scherzo (B) in
A-B-A&B form. Its opening melancholic tune by English horn contains the cyclic motif, and
this tune reappears as the second theme of the finale which recalls the previous movements’
main themes “as in Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony” (according to Franck). Interestingly enough,
Guy Ropartz, Franck’s pupil, named the finale’s songful first theme given by cellos and
bassoon the “theme of rejoicing.”

€202 AVIN 02 61

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 50
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2022-23

NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Wed. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:30pm (doors open at 6:30pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
2023 Rakhmaninov Songs Op. 34 - The Raising of Lazarus (arr. Shimono), ~ Ordinary Youth
Vocali: $8900 S 4,000
May ocalise
05 13 (Sat) 6:00pm Gubaidulina Offertorium* g\;vggg szggg
: Dvorak Symphony No. 7 D Minor Op. 70 04:700 c2:1oo
14 (Sun) 2:00pm
Tatsuya Shimono, conductor gg;gg E}’ggg
NHK Hall Baiba Skride, violin* s =
Haydn Symphony No. 82 C Major Hob. I-82, The Bear Ordinary Youth
May Mozart Horn Concerto No. 3 E-flat Major K. 447 $9,800 S 4500
Beethoven Symphony No. 6 F Major Op. 68, Pastoral A8400 A4,000
24 (Wed) 7:00pm ’ e B6,700 B 3,300
25 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 C25500
Fabio Luisi, conductor D4400 D1.800
Suntory Hall Nobuaki Fukukawa, horn
Saint-Saéns Piano Concerto No. 5 F Major Op. 103, The Egyptian Ordinary Youth
Franck Symphony D Minor S7,400 S 3500
May A6,500  A3,000
19 (Fri) 7:30pm B5200 B 2400
Sat) 2:00pm C4,200 C1,900
20(sat) P Fabio Luisi, conductor D3,200 D1400
NHK Hall Pascal Rogé, piano E 1,600 E 800
2023 Prokofiev The Love for Three Oranges Op. 33bis, symphonic suite ~ Ordinary Youth
June Prokofiev Piano Concerto No. 2 G Minor Op. 16 $8900 S 4,000
; ) Premié A7400 A3500
06 10(sat) 6:00pm Casella Symphonic Fragments from La donna serpente [Japan Premiére] 55800 B2500
11 (Sun) 2:00pm  Gianandrea Noseda, conductor C4,700_ C2,100
Behzod Abduraimov, piano* % E}’%
NHK Hall *Changed from initially scheduled. e =
Bach / Respighi Three Chorales Ordinary Youth
June Respighi Concerto gregoriano* $8900 S 4,000

A7400 A3500
B 5,800 B2,800

21 (Wed) 7:00pm Rakhmaninov Symphony No. 1 D Minor Op. 13

22 (Thu) 7:00pm C4700 €200
Gianandrea Noseda, conductor D3700 D1500
Suntory Hall Sayaka Shoji, violin*
Shostakovich Symphony No. 8 C Minor Op. 65 Ordinary Youth
$7,400  S3500
June A8500 A3,000
16 (Fri) 7:30pm B5200 B 2400
Sat) 2: C4,200 C1,900
17 (sat) 200pm D3,200 D1,400
NHK Hall Gianandrea Noseda, conductor E1600 E800

(consumption tax included)

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.

- Concerts will have a duration of 60 to 80 minutes without an interval.
Program C - Pre-concert chamber music performance by the NHK Symphony Orchestra members will be held on stage
(from 6:45pm on 1st day and from 1:15pm on 2nd day).
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2023-24

2023 R.Strauss Till Eulenspiegels lustige Streiche, symphonic poem Op. 2§ Ordinary Youth
September (Till Eulenspiegel’s Merry Pranks) $9,800
09 9(Sat) 6:00pm R. Strauss Burleske, D Minor* gg:gg
10( Sun)' 200pm R. Strauss Aus /talien, symphonic fantasy Op. 16 (From ftaly) C5.400
Fabio Luisi, conductor g:’ggg
NHK Hall Martin Helmchen, piano* E2800
Mozart Symphony No. 29 A Major K. 201 Ordinary
September ~ Mozart Flute Concerto No. 2 D Major K. 314 i:ﬁgg
20 (Wed) 7:00pm Mozart Symphony No. 39 E-flat Major K. 543 36'700
21 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 C2
Ton Koopman, conductor D440 !
Suntory Hall Hiroaki Kanda (Principal Flute, NHKSO), flute
Wagner / Vlieger The Ring, An Orchestral Adventure Ordinary
$7,600
September Aea00 As.
15(Fri) 7:30pm B 5,300
' C4,300 K
16 (Sat) 2:00pm D3,300 /
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E 1,600
2023 Bruckner Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major Ordinary Youth
$9,800  §4,500
1 October A8400  A4000
14 (sat) 6:00pm B 6,700 )
15 (Sun) 2:00pm %
NHK Hall Herbert Blomstedt, conductor E 2:800 m
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 E-flat Major Op. 73, Emperor Ordinary Youth
October Brahms Symphony No. 3 F Major Op. 90 59800 54500
25 (Wed) 7:00pm AB400_
B 6,700 !
26 (Thu) 7:00pm 5,400
Herbert Blomstedt, conductor D4,400 E
Suntory Hall Leif Ove Andsnes, piano -
Nielsen Aladdin, suite Op. 34—Oriental Festive March, Hindu Dance, ©rdinany
October The Market Place in Ispahan, Negro Dance $7,600
20 (Fri) 7:30pm Sibelius Symphony No. 2 D Major Op. 43 ’;g’% A3000
Sat) 2+ €4,300
21 (Sat) 2:00pm 53300
NHK Hall Herbert Blomstedt, conductor E 1,600
2023 Sviridov Small Triptych Ordinary Youth
November Prokofiev War and Peace, opera Op. 91—Waltz in scene 2 $9,100 S 4,000
) Anton Rubinstein Ballet Music from The Demon, opera A7.600
25 (Sat) 6:00pm ) B 5,900
—Dance of Girls*
26 (Sun) 2:00pm . . . C4,800
Glinka /van Sussanin, opera—Krakowiak D3,800
Rimsky-Korsakov Snow Maiden, suite E 2,000
Tchaikovsky / Fedoseyev The Sleeping Beauty, ballet suite
Vladimir Fedoseyev, conductor
NHK Hall *Changed from original program.
Sibelius Tapiola, symphonic poem Op. 112 Ordinary
Stravinsky Violin C rtoin D 59,800
November travinsky Violin Concerto in [ AG400
15 (Wed) 7:00pm Sibelius Symphony No. 1 E Minor Op. 39 86700
\ €5,400
16 (Thu) 7:00pm Jukka-Pekka Saraste, conductor D 4,400
Suntory Hall Pekka Kuusisto, violin
Bartok Hungarian Pictures Ordinary
Liszt Hungarian Fantas) S7600 S3500
November  [isz Hungara _ty* 26700
10 (Fri) 7:30pm odaly Hary Jénos, suite 55300
11 (Sat) 2:00pm C4,300
Gergely Madaras, conductor 23*283
NHK Hall Tomoki Sakata, piano* E1600

(consumption tax included)
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NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Wed. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:30pm (doors open at 6:30pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
2023 ConcertNo.| 2000 The 2000th Subscription Concerts Ordinary Youth

December Mabhler Symphony No. 8 E-flat Major, $12,000 S 6,000
1 2 16 (sat) 6:00pm Symphonie der Tausend (Symphony of Thousand) /;18%,320 :i‘ggg
'_ Fabio Luisi, conductor Elena Stikhina, Valentina Farcas, Rie Miyake, sopranos c 6'500 03'200
17 (Sun) 2:00pm Olesya Petrova, Catriona Morison, altos Michael Schade, tenor D5:000 D2:500
Luke Sutliff, baritone David Steffens, bass E 3,300 E 1,600
New National Theatre Chorus, chorus
NHK Hall NHK Tokyo Children Chorus, children chorus
Haydn Symphony No. 100 G Major Hob. I-100, Military Ordinary Youth
December Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1 E-flat Major $9800 S4500
6 (Wed) 7:00pm Reger Variations and Fugue on a Theme by Mozart Op. 132 :2"7188 gg’ggg
7 (Thu) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor gi’jgg g?’ggg
Suntory Hall Alice-Sara Ott, piano —
Humperdinck Hansel und Gretel, opera—Prelude (Hensel and Gretel) Ordinary Youth
Berlioz Symphonie fantastique, Op. 14 (Fantastical Symphony) 57,600 S 3,500
December A6,700 A3,000
1 (Fri) 7:30pm B5,300  B2400
Sat) 2: €4,300 C1,900
2 (sat) 200pm D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E1,600 E800
2024 Bizet / Shchedrin Carmen Suite, ballet Ordinary Youth
Janua Ravel Ma mére I'Oye, suite (Mother Goose) $9,100 S4,000
ry Ravel La valse, ballet A7600 A3500
13 (Sat) 6:00pm ' B5900 B 2,800
Sun) 2:00pm C4,800 C2,100
14 (sun) p D3,800 D1,500
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor E2000 E1,000
Mozart Sinfonia Concertante for Violin and Viola E-flat Major K. 364 ~ Ordinary Youth
January Beethoven Symphony No. 3 E-flat Major Op. 55, Eroica (Heroic Symphony) igigg i ‘:ggg
24 (Wed) 7:00pm Tugan Sokhiev, conductor B6,700 B 3,300
25 (Thu) 7:00pm  Sunao Goko (Guest concertmaster, NHKSO), violin* €5400 €2500
Junichiro Murakami (Principal Viola, NHKSO), viola D4400 D1:800
Suntory Hall *Changed from initially scheduled.
Liadov Kikimora, légende Op. 63 Ordinary Youth
January Prokofiev /Sokhiev Romeo and Juliet, ballet suite $7600 $3500
A6,700_ A3,000
19 (Fri) 7:30pm B5,300 B2400
Sat) 2:00pm C4,300 C1,900
20 (sat) 2:00p! D3,3300  D1,400
E 1,600 E 800
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor
2024 Johann Strauss Il /m Krapfenwald'l, Ordinary Youth
February polka frangaise Op. 336 (/n Krpfen's Woods) $9,800 S 4,500
O 2 3 (Sat) 6:00pm Shostakovich Suite for Variety Orchestra No. 1 Qg'igg ’ngggg
*00p! —NMarch, Lyrical Waltz, Little Polka, Waltz I/ - y
' C5400 C2500
4 (Sun) 2:00pm Shostakovich Symphony No. 13 B-flat Minor Op. 113, Babi Yar* D4400 D180
Michiyoshi Inoue, conductor E2800 E1400
NHK Hall Evgeny Stavinsky, bass* Orphei Drangar, male chorus*
Ravel Rapsodie espagnole (Spanish Rhapsody) Ordinary Youth
Prokofiev Violin Concerto No. 2 G Minor Op. 63 59800 S4,500
February ) P ; + ABA00 A4,000
14 (Wed) 7:00pm Falla E/ sombrero de tres picos, ballet (complete) (The Three-Cornered Hat)* g2 e
: Pablo Heras-Casado, conductor C 5:400 (9] 2:500
15 (Thu) 7:00pm Augustin Hadelich, violin D4,400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Tamayo Yoshida, soprano*
Wagner Siegfried Idyll Ordinary Youth
February R. Strauss Ein Heldenleben, symphonic poem Op. 40 (A Hero’s Life) $7,600 S3500
A6,700  A3,000
O (Fri) 7:30pm B5,300 B2400
Sat) 21 €4,300 C1,900
10 (sat) 200pm D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Eiji Oue, conductor E1,600 E800
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- Concerts will have a duration of 60 to 80 minutes without an interval.
Program [of - Pre-concert chamber music performance by the NHK Symphony Orchestra members will be held on stage
(from 6:45pm on 1st day and from 1:15pm on 2nd day).

2024 Schubert Symphony No. 4 C Minor D. 417 Ordinary Youth
April Brahms Symphony No. 1 C Minor Op. 68 $9,100 $4,000
A7,600 A3500
04 13 (sat) 6:00pm B5900 B 2800
Sun) 21 C4,800 C2,100
14 (Sun) 2:00pm D3,800 D1,500
NHK Hall Marek Janowski, conductor E2000 E1000
Schumann Genoveva, opera Op. 81—Overture Ordinary Youth
April Schumann Cello Concerto A Minor Op. 129 igvigg iivggg
24 (Wed) 7:00pm Schumann Symphony No. 2 C Major Op. 61 B 6:700 B 3:300
25 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 C2500
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor D4400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Kian Soltani, cello
Bruckner Symphony No. 7 E Major Ordinary Youth
. §7,600 S3500
April A6,700  A3,000
19 (Fri) 7:30pm B5300 B 2400
Sat) 2:00pm C4,300  C1,900
20(sat) 2:00p! D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Christoph Eschenbach, conductor E1.600 E800
2024 Panfili Abitare la battaglia [Japan Premiere] Ordinary Youth
May Respighi Fontane di Roma, symphonic poem (Fountains of Rome) $9,800 S 4500
05 11 (Sat) 6:00pm Respighi Pini di Roma, symphonic poem (Pines of Rome) 7‘8\ 2‘7‘83 Aﬁ;vggg
12 (Sun) 2:00pm Respighi Feste Romane, symphonic poem (Roman Festivals) 5400 C2500°
D4,400 D1,800
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E2800 E1400
Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1 D Minor Op. 15 Ordinary Youth
May Nielsen Symphony No. 2 B Minor Op. 16, The 4 Temperaments izv% i:-%
22 (Wed) 7:00pm 56,700 53,300
23 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400 C2500
Fabio Luisi, conductor D4400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Rudolf Buchbinder, piano
Mendelssohn A Midsummer Night's Dream Ordinary Youth
M ay —Overture, Nocturne, Scherzo, Wedding March $7,600 S 3500
; ; A6,700  A3,000
17 (Fri) 7:30pm Mendelssohn Symphony No. 5 D Minor Op. 107, Reformation 55300 52400
Sat) 2: C4,300 C1,900
18 (sat) 2:00pm D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor E1600 E800
2024 W\ Scriabin Réverie, Op. 24 Ordinary Youth
June Scriabin Piano Concerto F-sharp Minor Op. 20 $9,100 S 4,000
- - A7,600 A3500
06 8 (Sat) 6:00pm Scriabin Symphony No. 2 C Minor Op. 29 55900 52800
9 (Sun) 2:00pm C4,800 C2,100
Keitaro Harada, conductor EZ’% EL%
NHK Hall Kyohei Sorita, piano E2000 E1,000
B Webern Passacaglia Op. 1 Ordinary Youth
June Schonberg Violin Concerto Op. 36 S9,800 4,500
19 (Wed) 7:00pm J. S. Bach / Webern Ricercata ’Si’% :g'%
) Schubert Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major D. 485 CE400 C2800
20 (Thu) 7:00pm C5400  C2,500
Masato Suzuki, conductor D4400 D1,800
Suntory Hall Isabelle Faust, violin
Ibert Escales (Ports of Call) Ordinary Youth
June Ravel Piano Concerto for the Left Hand $7,600 S3500
* A6,700  A3,000
14 (Fri) 7:30pm Debussy Nocturnes B5300 B2400
15 (Sat) 2:00pm Nodoka Okisawa, conductor C4,300 C1,900
Denis Kozhukhin, piano D3,300 D1,400
NHK Hall The Philharmonic Chorus of Tokyo, female chorus* E1600 E800

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.

(consumption tax included)
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BB SAT 71T IWRT—R TR A
Ryan Wigglesworth, conductor ;o k ? Wi
RA:BE#EL Fouk
Dozan Fujiwara, shakuhachi ] ﬁ “" ﬁ
TrAF): 2 IIED NP
Mayumi Kanagawa, violin Z) 1 N ﬁ% ‘?ﬁ
Sk AT 3200
Hidejiro Honjoh, shamisen ‘00) w ]E"
BRE  NHK S ERE B W
NHK Symphony Orchestra, Toky l’F "F%
NHKSO 3 i

TOKYO

2023%F6H278(%]
RRANTYT{ THh—pai—)
T X 28Il (2021) Do

Fujikura / Shakuhachi Concerto [The 70th Otaka Award Work]

—H & T ATV E KBTI
Ichiyanagi / Double Concerto for Violin and Shamisen with Strings and Pel
AW H ) A= = F—=H = AL(20
[NHKASE4M, v T ENAT OV, P
Srnka / Superorganisms L@ grk for NHK Symphony Orchestra, B

FoyhRTmE

ce+({—7F2X):epd
« A=Y Fryb:l-tike.com/nhR
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